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HARMONIA APOSTOLICA 



OR, 



TWO DI88ERTATI0N8; 

IN THE FORMER OF WHICH 

THE DOCTRINE OF ST. JAMES ON JUSTIFICATION BY WORKS 
IS EXPLAINED AND DEFENDED: 

IN THE LATTER, 

THE AGREEMENT OF ST. PAUL WITH ST. JAMES 
IS CLEARLY SHEWN. 



RIGHT REVEREND FATHER IN GOD, 

GEOEGE BULL, D.D., 

M 
SOMETIME LORD BISHOP OF ST. DAVID'S. 



^KTtuno, òpOà àvdnriov r&y avvUmayf ifyricìp ri ypcup^' rovr* t<m r&y Scoi òn* 
ainov <rouft7jyi<r$€iiray rStv ypcufHÒy i^'fiyniciy Korà rhy iKKKricuurriKhy Kovóva 
iKÒex^fieyoi ÒicuréCovffi' Kovòav 8è iKKKnfnaariKhs ^ ffvyi^hia K(à ^ avfjupayla 
yòfjLOV T€ Kaì Tpo^prjT&y rf Korà r^v rov Kvpiov irapovaioaf TrapoStòofiéyri òia(Hiicri. 
Clem. Alexand. Strom. 6. [p. 803.] 

OòHhy XcufOdyei òfMSf ihv t€\€Ìws fìs *lificrovv Xpiarhy Ix'F* "^^^ iriTriVf Kcà r^y 
òuyàmiVy f^ris iffrìy àpx^ C^^ i^^ r4\os, *Apx^ f*^ vlarris, t4\os 8i àydmi. Tà 
8è 8^0 iy èyÓTTiri yeyòfieyOf B€ov iffrlv. Tà 8i tKKa vdyra €«$ KaKoK<fyaSiay 
èucóXovOd è(TTi. Ignat. Epist ad Epbesios. [e. 14. p. 15.] 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 

Whbn a translation of the " Harmonia Apostolica/' the 
''Examen Censurae/' and ''Apologia prò Harmonia^' of Bishop 
Bull, had been determined upon, it was found that the " Har- 
monia'' had been partially translated and published by the 
B/ev. Thomas Wilkinson in 1801 ; and though he apologizes 
in his Preface for its defective execution, and gives his rea- 
sons for very largo and important omissions^ his translation 
was considered sufficiently correct to form the basis of the 
present; in which, however, the whole has nndergone a very 
carefìd revision, and many material alterations ; and ali the 
omissions are supplied. That these last were very censi- 
derable, will appear from the fact that, besides nnmerous 
paragraphs and sentences interspersed through the body of 
the work, the parts from page 102 — 117, from 169 — 181, 
and from 196 — 206, in the present translation are new, as 
are also the entir^ forthcoming translations of the " Examen 
Censurae" and "Apologia." 

The author, as is well known, however deeply impressed 
with their importance, was averse to the publication of such 
subjects in English; but in excuse for the departure from 
this his recorded opinion, it must be urged that circum- 
stances are altered in several respects, that the practice of 
conducting controversy in Latin (as is much to be regretted) 
has well-nigh ceased, and that the question here examined, 
of Christian Justification, has been brought much more into 
common discussion in English; so that to withhold these 
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VI ADVERTI8EMENT. 

Works now, would be in eflflect to defeat the object of the 
Author in writing them^ and to deprive those who are de- 
sirous of arrìving at the truth^ of one of the most important 
aids in exanùning it ; for it can hardly be doubted by any 
who will givo them a careful and patient perusal, that these 
laborìous treatises are highly conducive to a right under- 
standing of the subject. 
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TO THE 

REVEREND FATHER IN CHRIST, 

AND 

MOST HONOURED LORD, 

WILLIAM, 

THROVGH THE GRACIOU8, AND TO ALL OOOD MSN, MOST GRATBFUL PROVIDENCE OF OOD, 

BISHOP OF GLOUCESTER. 



MoST HONOURED LoRD^ 

The present work sent to the press under your auspìces^ is 
now released from the press and returned to you; having 
abeady experienced your kindness, and thus assured of meet- 
ing with the same for the future, it confidently betakes itself 
to the protection and patronage of your illustrious name. 
Greatly did that saying of St. Ignatius please me% '^Let 
nothìng which concems the Church be done without the 
Bishop/^ and therefore I determined to publish no theological 
work without your advice. Hence I took care to place before 
you the following Dissertations in manuscript, (written some- 
what roughly, though to the best of my abilities,) abiding 
your decision whether they should be for ever suppressed or 
committed to the press. The severa! chapters of each Disser- 
tation were perused by you, (and that too not without care,) 
your patience overcoming their tediousness ; when read, you 
gave them your sanction, and what is more, with your ac- 
customed kindness towards myself and ali I do, adomed them 
with your praise. 

Why therefore should I fear to place before you my work 
when printed, which when in manuscript gained your appro- 
bation ? 

But whatever the merits of the work thus dedicated to you, 
my Reverend Father, I wish thereby to manifest my grati- 

• Epist. ad Smyrn. p. 6. edit Vossii. [e. 8. p. 36.] 
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VUl DEDICATION. 

tude towards you. Ali who know me must be aware of the 
favour you have shewn me. Through your aid especially my 
lot haB &llen in this diocese^ with suffident provision j to you 
I am indebted for the leisure I have for these studies. 

But whyshould I mention these things ? Your many and 
illustrìous virtues have gained the love and veneration even 
of those to whom you axe not known either personally, or 
through any particular acts of kindness ; your published works 
bear wìtness to your leaming; your prudence and modera- 
tion, your modesty and gravity, joined to extraordinary kind- 
ness^ and lastly the unspotted holiness of your life^ are the 
admiration not only of your own diocese of Gloucester but 
well-nigh of the whole of England. 

That Almighty God may preserve and increase these 
predous gifts and guard you in your Episcopato^ and spare 
you to US for many years ere you return to Him, is the heart- 
felt prayer of, 

Your Lordship^s most devoted son, 

G. B. 
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ADVEKTISEMENT 

TO THE READER. 

The followìng Dissertations^ good Cimstian reader^ origin- 
ally undertaken for another purpose, (to know which matterà 
little^) and intended for the brief employment of an hour, 
but which, as the abundance, and, as it were, tide of matter 
flowed in upon me, and (which is no wonder in such a subject) 
as difficnlty grew out of difficulty, reached thia present size, 
are now printed and committed to yonr judgment. If I am 
accused of boldness in publishiug so unpolished a work, and 
of not being afraid to snbmit it to the nice criticism of this 
leamed age, I shall not defend myself by the well-known 
apologies of authors. I bave done it, not so mach through 
the solicitations of friends (though these were not wanting) 
as &om the conviction that my work, whatever be its intrìnsic 
merits, would be of service to young stndents in theology, 
and to such who are as yet but noTÌcea in the Epistles of 
St. Paul. 

If it shall be of the least service in bringing them to a true 
judgment on this most necessary controversy ; if in the read- 
ing of St. Paul^s Epistles (worthy indeed of continued and 
persevering study) it shall so assist them, as to prevent their 
wresting to their own destruction, and that of the flock here- 
after to be committed to their care, those hard sayings, Sucr- 
vwfTay which not unfrequently, and especially in this question, 
occur in his writings ; if, in short, it be to them a timely 
antidote against this Solifidianism, or rather libertinism, 
which some in these dregs of time teach openly and shame- 
lessly, and which many, by incrusting it with empty dis- 
tinctions in sermons and writings, bave palmed upon their 
hearers and readers, and stili do so ; if it answer but these 
ends, I shall be more than fully repaid. The sneers, dislike, 
and reproaches of those who are so desperately fond of their 
once received opinions, I hold for naught. We are engaged 
in a most useful subject, and which (as far as I am aware) 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 

has never yet been treated of in a single and full work. So 
nntil abetter appears mine may be made use of ; but on this 
condition, that the reader must not expeet to find the deli- 
cacies and elegance of language^ but must be content (and 
especially in so hard and difficult a subject) with perspicuity 
of style ; neither must he expeet accurate arrangement ; in- 
asmuch as, following the guidance of one's own mind^ and 
writing for one^s self more than for others, I bave explained 
each subject as it occurred to me. Hence you will find some 
things^ though not I hope actually misplaced^ stili not in 
their proper place. Elsewhere, especially in the second Dis- 
sertation^ you will meet with long digressions^ which, that 
they may not offend you, be pleased to recollect that they are 
neither useless nor entirely irrelevant. If, too, in explaining 
St. Paul's Epistles, I bave not been so fortunate in gaining 
the senso of one or two passages, as I could bave wished, I 
trust to meet with the reader's clemency, if he fairly attends 
to the main subject and design of the Apostle. 

Lastly, if, kind reader, you gain any benefit from this our 
work, first thank God, the Fountain and Giver of every good, 
for it ; and then entreat the Lord by your fervent prayers for 
the author, who, though disputing about Gospel righteous- 
ness, confesses himself to be (and he says it from bis heart) 
the chiefest of sinners, and in the same Lord 

Farewell. 
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HARMONIA APOSTOLICA. 



FIRST DISSERTATION 



ST. JAMES CHAP. 2. VER. 24. 



' TE 8EB THEN HOW THAT BT WORKS A MAN 18 JU8TÌFIED, AND NOT BT 
FAITH ONLT." 



BULt. 
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INTRODUCTION. 



DIFFIGULTT OF THE UNDEBTAKIHG METHOD TO BB FUBSUED. 

§ 1. Although ali, who are truly called Christians, fuHy introd« 
allow both the ìnfallìble authority of Scripture, and the most 
perfect harmony of its parta; stili, unhappily, it too often 
occurs that no few apparent contradictions and almost inex- 
trìcable difficulties are found in that Sacred Volume. Whether 
this be owing to the sublimity of the subject, or the singu- 
larity of its style, to our ignorance of the opinions and eoa* 
toms of those to whom no small part of Scrìptnre was neces- 
sarily addressed (customs which by so very long an interval 
are almost entirely obliterated), to our own dulness in under- 
standing, or negligence in studying the Holy Scriptures, or, 
in short, to ali these taken together, or to whatever other 
cause, is not now our intention to enquire. The fact and its 
consequences we are obliged to perceive and to lament. 

§ 2. But, fipom a great number of Scripture texts, in ap- 
pearance, at least, contradicting others, you will scarcely 
find one which has so much exercised the understandings of 
divines, ajs the passage of St. James now before us. What 
minute distinctions, ingenious devices and contrivances, bave (r64>a ^- 
interpreters used to reconcile this conclusion of St. James'****' 
with the Epistles of St. Paul ! They bave indeed made a 
most important attempt ; for this apparent contradiction does 
not relate to a matter of fact, or history, but to an article of 
the Christian Faith of the greatest consequence. In general, 
however, they bave laboured in vain; and promising the 
brightness of noon, they bave spread over the Epistles of 
St. James and St. Paul clouds and thick darkness ; but what 
is most to be lamented, they bave involved the doctrine of 
justification itself, which before was sufficiently easy and 
plain, in so many distinctions and subtleties, that theology 
does not afford an article more hard to be understood. 

b2 



Digitized by 



Google 



4 Iniroduction. 

1NTR0P> § 8. Which when some perceived (who could not acquiesce 
in the received opinion^ nor were able to persevere with dili- 
gence in search for a better)^ they endeavoured to cut the 
knot^ which to them was plainly a gordian one, and to the 
solving of which they were not equal^ by doubting or 
openly rejecting the authority of that Epistle which beors 
the name of St. James*. One^ indeed^ reached such a pitch 
of boldness and impiety^ as to make a violent attack on its 
author^ and charge him with falsehood and error. This was 
Althamer^ who^ as Grotius quotes^ angrily uses these ex- 
pressions of an author^ not only innocente but also inspired : 
" He wrìtes in direct oppositiou to Scrìpture ; he quotes the 
Scriptures falsely^ and alone contradicts the Holy Spirita the 
Law^ the Frophets^ Christ^ and ali the Apostles : his testimony 
is of no weight/' And again^ " We know firom his very words 
that he was ignorant of the meaning of faith/^ With stili 
more darìng blasphemy, he says^ '^truly he lies against his 
own Ufe/^ Which^ with other blasphemies of the same nature^ 
that I shudder to mention^ may be found in Grotius. 

§ 4. Here then is a difficulty which well deserves an 
answer, could one be found to meet it. With respect to 
myself, although it is not fit to say much, yet without any 
vain-glory I may profess that^ uninfluenced by party^ and 
unbiassed by any thing but a love of truth, I bave studied 
as attentively as possible, both the second chapter of St. 
James as well as the Epistles of St. Paul, especially those 
to the Romans and Galatians, paying in the mean time a 
proper attention to those commentaries of leamed men which 
I could meet with; and hence I hope that I may possibly 
say somewhat to throw some light, at least, on the aim of 
both the Apostles, and may satisfy impartial judges. 

§ 5. But not to delay my reader any longer, with God's 
blessing, I will enter on the subject. Por the explanation of 
which, I think the following method the best. Pirst, we will 
briefly unravel the meaning of St. James^ conclusion and 
then support its truth by some arguments. This will be 
the subject of the first Dissertation. We will then enter 

* Whom Scultetus himself (which Ì8 *» Discuss. Rivetiani Apologetici, p. 

strange) defeiids with many arguments. 170. 
Exercit. 5. ad e. iii. 2 Tim. ver. 13. 
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Introduction. 5 

upon the Epistles of St. Paul, and clearly prove bis agree- iNTRoa 
ment with St. James in the doctrine of justification. This 
wiU be the subject of the second Dissertatìon, which, if it be 
more prolix, and contain a greater quantity of matter than 
the first, the reader must not be surprised, since the great 
difficulty of the subject renders it ahnost necessary. 
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CHAP. I. 

8T. JAMB8* MEAVriMO BXPLAIVBB— WHAT THB WOBD 'JUSTIFT* SIGKIPIBS 
IN THB MBW TB8TAMENT — IT 10 SHBWH ET If ABT PBOOFS, THAT THIS 
WOBD 18 V8ED IN 1T8 JT7D1GIAL 8EN8B, 1UBANIN6 TO PBONOUNCB, OR 
DBTBBlflNB, TO BB INNOCBNT. — THB PABTIGLE 'BT,* IN 8T. JAMB8, 
8I6NIFIB8 ONLT THE INDISPBN8ABLB GAU8B, OB PBBGBDING CONDITION. 

DI SS. § 1. Beginning then with St. James^ we shall bave little 
— - — trouble to arrive at the meaning of his conclusione so far, at 
least, as may be necessary for our present design. We will 
only observe two tbings : — 

§ 2. First, the word to jìistify, Sikoioùp (to which the 
Hebrew pi'in answers), is used by him in its more usuai 
sense, that is, as a term of law, meaning to acquit, or pro^ 
nounce guiltless. Every unprejudiced person must know 
this to be the most obvious and common meaning of that 
word in the Holy Scriptures, and especially in the New Tes- 
tament. So that it is strange to find a most leamed man% 
who, in other respects, has with great truth explained this 
doctrine of justification, denying it, and contending that the 
word justification generally signifies, especially when con- 
nected with the word faith, a purifying from vice, or a freedom 
firom the habit of sinning. Grotius, indeed, does allow (for 
him I mean) that to Jusiify^ in the second chapter of St. 
James, signifies to treat any one as just, and adds that the 
whole context of his argument renders this meaning abso- 
lutely necessary. Stili he entirely denies that this is its 
general senso, especially in the Epistles of St. Paul. But 
we will easily prove, though perhaps a better opportunity 
may appear hereafter, that this word constantly, and almost 
always, has the above-mentioned meaning in the New Testa- 
ment. 
Rom.8.d3. § 3. There is a remarkable passage in the Epistle to the 
Romans; "Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God's 
elect? It is God that justifieth." Where the word just^fy 
is evidently opposed to the word accuse, or lay to the charge 

■ In Prolegom. in Epist. ad Ro- »> Vid. secund. annot. ad Jac. ii. 21. 

manos. 
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Meaning of the word ^justify* in the New Testamenti 7 

off and therefore necessarily sìgnifies to acquit an accused chap. 

person^ and to pronounce and decree him firee firom accusa 

tion. Similar to tliìs is the following passage £rom the Old 
Testament ; ** He that justifieth the wicked, and he that con- Prov.i7.i6. 
demneth the just^ even they both are abomìnation to the 
Lord/' Where the opposition of justification to condemna- 
tion proves the above interpretations. Moreover, Christ 
Himself uses the word in this sense; ''By thy words thouMat 12.37. 
shalt be justified, and by thy words thou shalt be con- 
demned/' Thus condemnation sua jmtification are opposedRom.s.ie, 
to eiach other by St. FauL In a similar senso also the word 
is used in the first Epistle to the Corinthians^ where^ after 
St. Paul had said that he was conscious of no offence^ he 1 Cor. 4. 4. 
immediately adds^ ^'yet am I not hereby justified^ but He 
that judgeth me is the Lord /' plainly appealing for his 
justification to the tribunal of God^ who would hereafter 
pass a definite sentence upon him. It is wonderful^ then^ 
what could induce Grotius^ to place this passage among 
those where to justify signifies to pwrify from vice. There is 
a remarkable passage in the first Epistle to the Corinthians ; 
"But ye are washed; but ye are sanctified; but ye are i cor. 6.11. 
justified/' where every one must perceive that a purifying 
from vice is clearly distinguished from justification. Hence 
Grotius found himself under the necessity of inventing in 
this place a different meaning for the word; namely^ that 
it means^ making a greater progress in righteousness ; and 
he adds^ that the order of the words points out this mean- 
ing. But this is to no purpose : for the very order of the 
words is sufSciently clear without this comment; since 
washing bere means the first purifying from sin, by Bap- 
tism; sanctification, the preparing and forming^ as it were, 
of the man, by the grace of the Holy Spirit, to do good 
Works, and to lead a holy life; lastly, justification signifies 
that love of God, by which He embraces those who are 
abready leading a holy Hfe, and determines them to be 
worthy of the reward of life eternai through Christ. 

§ 4. But far above ali, is that text in the Acts, which the Acts 13. 
leamed Hammond^, of blessed memory, hath not improperly ^^* ^' 
called the summary of the whole Gospel, and from which he 

* In Prolegom. Epist ad Rem. «* Note on Rem. iii. 
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8 Used in ajudidai seme, 

DI ss, thought the trae meaning of this word juatìfy in St. Paul's 

Epistles^ might be most profitably gathered. The passage is as 

foUowB : " Be it known unto you therefore, men and brethren^ 
that through this man is preached unto you the forgiveness 
of sins, and by Him (that is Christ) ali that believe are justi- 
fied firom ali things, from which ye could not be justified by 
the law of Moses/' Whenee it is clear^ that the justification 
which is preached in the Gospel of Christ, is nothing else 
than the gratuitous act of Ood, by which for Christ's sake 
He acquits those who traly believe, those, namely^ endowed 
JtdeMfor- with a pcffected faith^ and frees them firom the guilt and 
punishment of ali sins, even the greatest ; and for which, 
according to the law of Moses, there was no hope of pardon. 
Orotius indeed contends, that the mercy meant by justifica- 
tion in verse 39, is diflferent from that mentioned in verise 38, 
under the expression,forgivene88 qfsins, saying that remission 
signifies absohUion from the guUt ofnuj and justification /re«- 
dom from the power of sin. Who does not bere perceive a 
znanifest perversion of the Apostle's words ? Nothing is more 
eyident than that the Apostle in the 39th verse explains 
more fdlly the same mercy of forgiveness which he had 
briefly mentioned in the 38th; by shewing both its con- 
dition, namely, faith in Christ, and its exoellency over that 
forgiveness which the Law of Moses afforded. For the Law 
of Moses gave only a temperai, the Gospel an eternai for* 
giveness : the Law of Moses provided no pardon for some of 
the heavier sins, but the Gospel preaches to every beHevCT, 
the most full and perfect remission of aU sins, even the 
greatest. And so Grotius has himself excellently explained 
this very passage* on another occasion. 

§ 5. I will add another argument for this interpretation, 
9ucatovy, which appcars to me imanswerable. The word justify, both 
with St. Paul and St. James, has exactly the same force as 
t^^^y^' to impuie a reward, to impute rigMeousness, and to impuie for 
Bucatotrv' riffhteousness. Now it is well understood, that imputation 
Tw^^' d®'*^^* *^® ^^^ 0^ ^od regarding a man as just, not making 
caducalo, him just; and this Grotius neither can nor will deny. He' 
ylCweau ^^7 contends that it is one thing when a man is said to be 

• De Satislact Chrìstì, e. 10. p. ' In Prsefat ad Annot. in Epìst ad 

186. Roman. 
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signifying to provwunce or determine to be innocent. 9 

justified by faith^ but another^ when faith is said to be im- chap. 

puted to a man for righteousness. But every one will see — 

the contrary^ who compares the fourtb chapter of the Bomans^ 
verse 2, with verses 3, 4, 5, 6, and 22 with verses 23, 24, 25, 
and St. James, chapter the second, verse 21, with verse 23. 
On which last passage, Grotins himself ^ observes, that to be 
Justified, and to be called the friend of God^ mean the same 
thing ; adding that passage in the Bomans, where to be Rom. 5. i. 
justified is to flave peace with God. To these you may add 
the following; "Therefore by the deeds of the law shàll no Roin.a20, 
flesh be justified in His sight/^ Where it is plain that 
jastify is used as a judicial term, both from the words in the 
sight of God, that is, at the judgment-seat of God, and also 
from the hundred and forty-third Psalm, verse 2, (to which- 
passage Orotius allows, and the words shew, that St. Paul 
alludes,) where David most humbly deprecates the severe 
judgment of God. This passage should be particularly ob- 
served, since from it is quite clear what St. Paul means by 
justifìcation in the whole of his discussion on faith and 
Works. 

Hence we deduce our argument thus : 

The justification which St. Paul denies to works, he ascribes 
to faith. 

But the justification which he denies to works, is judicial, 
by which, any one is pronounced just at the judgment-seat 
of God. 

Therefore, the justification which he attributes to faith, is 
of the same nature^. 

§ 6. Our adversaries produce only one passage from the 
New Testament, where the words to justify can have the 
other meaning to be made just, or to make every day freshjWum 
progress in inherent and habitual righteousness. It is in ^' 
the Bevelations: ^'He that is unjust, let him be unjust Rev. 22.11. 
BtiU, and he which is filthy, let him be filthy stili, and he 
that is righteous, let him be righteous still.^* Where to be 
riffUeom, is opposed to to be unjust, and therefore would 
seem to signify nothing else but to be made just, or rather 
to increase in righteousness. But, however, to deduce the 

* VidL Annot prìor. in Jac. ii *» See Luke vii. 29 ; x. 29; xviii. 14; 

24. Rom. iii. 4; ii. 13. 
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10 Partick ^by* ngmfie» the indispensable eandition. 

DI ss. meaning of a word from one or two passages, (although I 

' — stili doubt whether any other can be given from the New 

Testamenti) and to reject that which is far more couvenient^ 
and more agreeable to the Constant use of the H0I7 Scrip- 
tures^ is not the part of a fair disputant. Besides, it may 
9ucau«9nrwhe questioned whether the Oreek word bere used be the 
right reading. For some manuscripts^ and amongst them^ 
one of great antiqnity, presented by Cjrril the Fatrìarch 
of Constantinople to Charles the First^ of blessed memory^ 
8ucato0^- read, ìnstead of ''he that is righteous^ let him be righteous 
7aTu^'^' stili/' "he that is righteous, let him do righteousness stili/' 
^t^'^tf ^^^^^ reading well agrees with the style of St. John. For 
elsewhere in his first Epistle, 'to do righteousness' is used 
by him in the same sense. Grotius moreover, which one 
may wonder at, reads the passage as above, although he 
ofken quotes it in defence of his interpretation. We may 
then certainly conclude, that the word justificatùm in this 
subject has the meaning of a judicial term, and signifies the 
act of God as a judge, acquitting the accused, according to 
the mercifiil law of Christ, pronouncing him righteous, and 
admitting him to the reward of righteousness, that is, eternai 
life. 

§ 7. And indeed to this meaning of the word jastification 
we must strictly adhere, not only to answer the perversions 
of the Roman Catholics, with which they bave obscured the 
doctrine of both St. Faul and St. James, but also because it 
See 3. 3. will be of some use, as we shall soon see, to confuto the 
Àntinomians and Solifidians, whom, on this question, I bave 
always considered to bave wandered in an opposite, but no 
lesa dai^erous manner. 

§ 8. Let US now go on to that other point which we thought 
iitpyw necessary to notice; namely, that by the phrase by work$^ 
St. James does not mean that our works are the prindpal 
or meritorious cause of our justification, for that depends on 
the mere and gracious mercy of God the Father, while the 
cause thereof is to be placed solely in the death and merita 
of Christ, and by the Apostle is really so declared. For 
although the particle by has sometimes that force, yet it 
is often used in a lower meaning, as it were, signifying the 
means of obtaining any thing, or the preceding condition, 
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Conclustah of SL James corroboratedfrom Scripture. 11 

which is generaily called the indUpensabk causey thoagh it ghap. 

scarcely deserves the name of a cause. And this mode of---il 

speaking is neither unusual, nor eontrary to the style ot^^^ 
Scripture. To pass over other texts^ when a man is said to 
be justified by faith^ the particle by is used in the seme iKirurr4»s. 
sense. Since no one can be said to be justified by faith 
itself as a principal cause^ nor even as a cause at all^ unless 
inaccurately speaking. A man^ therefore^ is said to be 
justified by works, because good works are ordered and 
established by God in the Gospel Covenant as the necessary 
condition for a man's justification^ that is^ that he may re- 
ceive the forgiveness of sins^ obtained through Christ^ and 
become accepted of God to salvation. And thus far of the 
meaning of the words. 



CHAP. II. 

THE C0NCLD8I0N 07 ST. JAMB8 COBBOBOBATED ; riBST, BT PBOOF8 DBAWN 
FBOM 8CBIPTUBE, 07 WHICH THEBE ABE TWO CIJLS8E8 ; ONE, OF TH08E 
PASSAGE8 WmCH SPEAK IN OENEBAL TEBM8 OF OBEDIENCE A8 NECE8- 
8ABT TO JU8TIFIGATION ; THE OTHEB, OF TH08E WHICH BEaUIBB WOBK8 
OF BEPENTANCE IN PABTICULAB. — ^AN OBJBCTION OF OUB ADTEB8ABIB8 
AN8WEBED. — ^FAITH AND BEPENTANCE OF THE 8AMB IMPOBTANCB IN 
THE PBOCE88 OF jn8TIFICATION, BOTH ONLT CONPITION8 OB MOBAI. 
IN8TBUMENT8. — WHAT KIND OF FAITH 18 THAT, TO WHICH THE 8ACBBI> 
SCBIPTUBE8 ASCBIBE 80 MUCH P — ^IN WHAT BE8PECT D0E8 FAITH EXCEL 
ALL OTHEB TIBTUE8 P 

§ 1. Let US now proceed to the second part of our dis- 
sertation^ which is^ to corroborate by certain arguments 
St. James^ opinion^ that good works are necessary to ob- 
tain justification. 

§ 2. Our first argument shall be drawn from other paBsages 
of Holy Scripture, which no less clearly assert, than they 
defend this truth. For it is not to be supposed, that 
St. James hath advanced any paradox or dogma peculiar to 
himself. No. What he says is the voice of the Holy Spirit, 
which every where utters the same sound. The Prophets, 
the Apostles, Christ Himself, ali give the same evidence. 
This doctrine occupies almost every page of Holy ScKp- 
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12 Passagei which speak generaUy ofgood works 

DI ss. ture; and I wìll venture to say^ that scarce any other can 
be produeed^ which is so distinctly laid down, or so often 



taught in the Sacred volume. But not to be difpiise, we will 
divide these passages into two classes. 

§ 3. The first division shall eontain those which speak 
generally of good works, of picty, sanctity, and obedience, 
(ali which bave the same meaning,) as the conditions neces- 
sarily required, that any one should be acceptable unto Grod 
to salvation, i. e. be justifiedj for these are synonymous 

Isa. 1. 16— terms. We will produce first that passage in Isaiah, " Wasli 
you, make you clean, put away the evil of your doings firom 
before Mine eyes. Cease to do evil, leam to do well ; seek 
judgment, relieve the oppressed, judge the fatherless, plead 
for the widow. Come now, and let us reason together, saith 
the Lord ; though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be white 
as snow ; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as 

Ezek. 33. wool." Of the samc import is this from Ezekiel, ^'Again, when 
I say unto the wicked, Thou shalt surely die, if he tum from 
his sin, and do that which is lawful and right ; if the wicked 
restore the pledge, give again that he hath robbed, walk in 
the statutes of life, without committing iniquity, he shall 
surely live, he shall not die." Who does not perceive in these 
passages a whole collection as it were of good works, which, 
if any one does not perform, he is excluded from ali hope of 
pardon and remission of his sins ; and that it is required in 
general that we should cease to do evil, learn to do well, and 
walk in the statutes of life ? Perhaps some one may object ; 
These things savour of the Old Testament, what bave they 
to do with US? On the contrary, I insist, that this is the 
voice of the Gospel itself. For the law did not grant a frdl 
pardon to sins, especially to those (as the above are) of the 
more heinous kind, which has been just observed by the 
way, and shall hereafter be more frOly demonstrated in its 
proper place*. 

§ 4. But if any one should obstinately deny these things, 

Joft.i4.2i. let him recoUect these words of our Saviour, ^' He that hath 
My conunandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth 
Me ; and he that loveth Me, shall be loved of My Father, 
and I will love him, and will manifest Myself to him." And, 

* Yid. Diss. ii. chap. viii. 10. 
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OS necessari/ to justification, 13 

"If a man love Me, he wiU keep My words, and My Father chap. 
will love him, and We will come unto him, and make Our — — — 
abode with him/^ Here it is very clear, that to enjoy the 
love of God, i. e. to be justified, a man must have such 
love as will ensure obedience to the commands of Christ. 
That passage also in St. Matthew is remarkable, and theMat. ii. 
more remarkable in that it solemnly announces the Grospel ^' ^* 
Covenant. The words are these: "Come unto Me ali ye 
that labour, and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 
Take My yoke upon you, and learn of Me, for I am meek 
and lowly in heart, and ye shall find rest unto your souls." 
The yoke of Christ is His law. Whoever does not take up See i John 
this, i. e. does not undertake to perform the law of Christ, to ^* ^ 
him is promised no peace of mind, no deliverance from his 
sins. The words of Christ also cannot be mistaken — "Ye Joh.15.14. 
are My friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you." No 
one therefore is the friend of Christ except upon this con- 
dition, that he observe aU His commands. 

§ 5. We have heard Christ, let us go on to the Apostles of 
Christ, and let Peter, the chief of the Apostles, speak first, Prineept 
as is right, " God is no accepter of persons ; but in every ^^^^ 
nation, he that feareth Him, and worketh righteousness, is Acts 10. 
accepted with Him.^' Grod respects the person of none. 
Every one, and such only, are accepted by Him to salvation, 
who work righteousness. Can any thing be more evident? 
St. John teaches the same ; " If we walk in the light, as He 1 joh. 1. 7. 
is in the light, we have communion with Him^, and the blood 
of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth us from ali sin." There- 
fore there is no communion with God, no purìfication &om 
sin by the blood of Christ, (what does this mean, but justifi- 
cation ?) except for those who walk in the light, i. e. who do 
the Works of holiness. That too is a remarkable passage in 
the Hebrews, "For by one offering He hath perfected for Heb.io.i4. 
ever them that are sanctified." The word to perfect in the t^kuovv 
Greek, (to say nothing of other meanings observed by critics,) 

^ E. V. "one with another," and so ** with one another," butseemstounder- 

the Greek, except perhaps Cod. Al. stand it, ** between God and ourselves." 

TertulUan de Pudic. xviii., and some So (Ecumenius, " between us and the 

Latin MSS., ** with Him," and so light." The preceding verse implies 

^th., and one or two Greek Fathers. this, if not expressed. Comp. John xvii. 

St Augustine, in 1 John i. Tract i. 21, 23 — Ed. 
voi. ili. ed. Ben. has " cura invicem," 
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14 Ofparticular tvorks. 

D I s 8. in this and other passages of this author^ means io capiate, 
.^^ — and that so perfectly, that whoever is so expiated^ to him 
nothing fìirther is wanting : he has no occasion for any other 
oblation or sacrifice^ nor even for a repetition of the same 
sacrìfice. In this sense the word is used in the first verse^ 
and also in the eleventh verse of the seventh chapter of this 
Epistle. So that this inspired writer clearly restrains the 
expiation or freedom from sin obtained by the blood of 

&yiafo^^- Christ, to those who are sanctified in heart and deed ; clearly 
implying that none are justified by the merits of Christ who 
are not first sanctified by the Spirit of Christ. Justification 
is certainly subsequent to sanctification^ at least the first and 

1 Pet 1. 2. yet imperfect sanctification. Which St. Peter also pointedly 
shews in his first Epistle^ where he beautifuUy describes the 
order of human salvation. First comes the sanctification of 

Ck)mp. the Spirit to obedience; then follo ws the sprinkling ofthe blood 
^' ' ' of Christ f i. e. to justification. It would be almost endless.to 
cite every passage out of the New Testament which relates 
to this subject. Whoever shall open^ even at hazard^ these 
sacred books^ will necessarily meet with something^ which^ if 
he seriously read and sincerely weigh, shall lead him^ as it 
were by the hand^ to this truth. 

§ 6. Let US therefore pass on to the second class of 
proofs^ those, namely, which specify some particular works 
as entirely necessary to justification. Under this head come 

pctniut^ those passages which require penance or repentance as a 

^^{Am^ preceding condition, without which no sinner can obtain 

tiam pardon from God. Such texts are to be met with every 
where in the New Testament, and, therefore, instead of 
quoting a multitude, we will be content with one or two. 

Acto 2. 38. As, ^' Bepent, and be baptized every one of you, in the name 
of Jesus Christ, for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive 

ActeS. 19. the gift ofthe Holy Ghost; and, "Repent ye, therefore, and 
be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, when the 
times of refreshing shall come.'' In these passages every one 
must see, that, besides faith, repentance of sins, and tuming 
to God is necessary for the forgiveness of sins or justifi- 
cation. 

§ 7. This also must be observed, that repentance is not 
a single work standing by itself, but is a collection, as it 
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Repentance not a single wcrk but many. 15 

were, of many otlier works. It comprehends within itself chap. 

the following works, neither few, nor of small import : '• — 

1. sorrow for sin; 2. humiliation under the hand of God, by 2Cor.7.io. 
which a man hnmbly acknowledges himself to bave deserved ^"- ^ *®' 
Hìs anger; 3. hatred and detestation of sin; 4. confession 
of sin; 5. an eamest and suppliant begging for divine mercy; Ezek.6.9; 
6. love of Gk)d ; 7. a ceasing firom sin ; 8, a finn determina- se! 31/ 
tion of new obedience; 9. a restitution of every thing ac- 1 John 1.9. 
quired by sin ; which work of repentance is so absolutely ^^ ^ 
necessary to forgiveness of sins in every one who has it in prov.28.13. 
bis power, as to become a proverb recognised by ali theo- ^^\^' ^fj' 
logians, ''an offence is not forgiven nnless that that has £zek.3ài4, 
been taken away be restored;" 10. forgiveness of ali in- {^7. lJìc' 
juries done to us : onr Saviour places so great weight on ^®- ®» ^* 
this, that He more than once declares, that no man can ob- 
tain pardon from Grod for bis trespasses, who does not forgive 
bis neighbours theirs against him; 11. works of mercy or Mate. 14, 
àhns^ ; whose efficacy in obtaining pardon of sin from Ood, ^^' 
well appears from that famous passage taken from Daniel, Dan. 4. 27. 
where the holy Prophet gives this wholesome connsel to 
Nebuchadnezzar, who was yet in bis sins : '' Bedeem thy sins 
by alms, and thy iniquities by shewing mercy to the poor".'' 
So the Vulgate, following the Septuagint, who translate the 
Hebrew word by ' ahns^ according to the orientai idìom. npnv 
But it is of little consequence which version we follow, since 0.^!^" 
ali allow that mercy to the poor is mentioned in the latter 
clause of the sentence. Agreeable to this is the doctrine of 
St. James in this very chapter, '' For he shall bave judgment Jas. 2. 13. 
without mercy that hath shewed no mercy." What mercy 
he means is evident from the following verses, 15 and 16°. 
Chrysostom therefore truly says, in bis sermon on repentance, 
'' Bepentance without alms is dead and without wings." And ftirrcpof . 
hence, by the way, arose that custom in the ancient Church, [Hom. de 
by which they demanded of those who had fallen, for any of vii. voi. u. 
the heavier offences, under the censure of the Church, not ed.^n?] 

' The Chaldee pifì answers to the rìghteousnesSi and thine iniquities &c." 

Hebrew XX^^ See 2 Sana. iv. 9 ; Num. Dan. iv. 27. 

iii 49. and zviiL 15. Theodotion there- ° See Luke xi 41, and Grotius on 

fore rìghtly renderà it Xvrp»(rai, redeem, that text ; Isaiah i. ] 7 ; Luke xvi. 9 ; 

See Grotius on the passage. ] Tim. vi. ] 7, &c. ; 1 Pei iv. 8 ; Heb, 

"> E. V. " Break off thy sins by xiii. 16. 
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16 Faith and repentance equally necessary. 

D I s s. only confession of sins^ and a more regolar eonduct in future, 

'- — but also Works of merey, called good works, before Absolutìon 

tIoì ***^ ^^ granted to them. Observe how the works of repentance 
extend far and wide^ and remember that ali these things are 
determined by the Holy Ghost to be indispensably necessary 
to obtaìn pardon of sins. 

§ 8. It is wonderful how those who acknowledge these 
truths^ (and none but a professed libertine dare deny them,) 
can defend their paradox of justificatiòn by faith alone ; faith 
being understood by them as separated from the works of 
repentance. They wiU say, perhaps, as indeed they are ac- 
customed to say, that repentance is only required as a pre^ 
ceding disposition, by which a sinner is prepared for the for- 
giveness of sins, but faith is the sole instrument by which 
that forgiveness is received, as by a hand, and therefore it is 
not improperly said, we are justified by faith alone. But 
here they are egregiously wrong, and that in two respects. 
In the first place, they clearly suppose that the works of 
repentance precede faith, which is a great mistake^ for no 
man either can or will grieve for sin, detest it, determine 
upon a better eonduct in future, or perform the other works 
iiat.3. 18. of repentance, ''works meet for repentance,'^ as the Baptist 
says, except he first had a finn faith in the Grospel of 
Christ. We may therefore press them with this dilemma. 
If faith alone and by itself justifies, it performs this office 
either before the works of repentance are produced, or not 
until after them» If they say before, how then can they cali 
repentance a disposition preceding justification ; or how can 
the works of repentance be required by the Holy Spirit, as 
necessary to his justification, who hath been already justified 
by faith alone ? But if they answer that faith does not justify 
until after these works are produced, they must necessarily 
fall into one of these two absurdities ; either that faith does 
not exist before the works of repentance, or that it does not 
operate towards affecting our justification. You will say, 
that although faith is the source of repentance, and there- 
fore, in the order of nature, be prior to repentance ; yet stili 
faith and repentance may begin to exist together, at one and 
the same instant. I answer, that this is very absurd, and 
besides perfectly impossible. It cannot be that faith should 
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produce repentance in an instant. For that any one should e H a P. 

grieve for his sins, detest them^ humble himself under the ■ — 

hand of God^ should produce an act of love to God^ should 
conceive a design of newness of life, requires some time^ and 
some length of pious contemplation. These things^ I con- 
fess, are subtleties, but the cover is worthy of the dish ; the 
answer squares with the objection. It was absolutely neces- 
sary to split hairs with those ^ho do the same. 

§ 9. Secondly, What they advance respecting the instru- 
mentality of faìth in the matter of justification^ is a trifling 
piece of sophistry. For besides having no warrant in Scrip- 
ture for what they say ; if the word instrument be taken in 
its strict and proper senso for the secondary efficient cause^ 
it is evident that faith can in no senso be caUed the instru- 
ment of justification**. For, in the first place, since justifica* 
tion is the act of God alone, and produced entirely without 
US, how our faith or any action of ours can give any physical 
assistance in effecting our justification, is altogether incon- 
ceivable. And, in the next place, every instrumcntal cause, 
as we bave already hinted, operates according to its own 
peculiar nature, and the production of the eflFect may be 
properly attributed to it. Now, since justification is entirely 
the gracious act of God, by which He pardons our sins, and 
grants us salvation, it is extremely absurd to say, that either 
CUT faith or our works, or any thing else of ours, forgi ves our 
sins, or makes us acceptable. Which, however, is said by 
those who cali faith the instrumentai cause of justification. 
You may ask, Is it not right to say, " By faith we accept 
Christ, and embrace the benefit of justification obtained by 
Him 1" I answer, Although many, with great reason, suppose 
that this acceptation of Christ is an act rather of love than 
of faith, yet, for the present, at least, we will not contend 
about it. Let it therefore be taken for granted. What I 
ìnsist upon is this ; this act of embracing Christ, whoUy and 
entirely diflFers, and is distinct, frpm the act of justification. 
The one is our own act ; the other the act of God alone. 
Although, therefore, we should allow that the habit of faith 
is the instrument of that act, by which we embrace Christ, 
yet whoever should infer from thence that faith is also the 



^ See the Homilies : On Salvation, part ii. p. 17. 

BULL. C 
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18 Hùwfaith exceU ali other virtues. 

DI ss. instrument of justification, wovlà argue contrary to ali the 



mles of reasoning. Upon the whole, therefore, faith can 
be an instrument only in this sanse, because it is a work 
commanded by God, and perfonned by His grace. For a 
eondition being perfonned, may in a certain sense be called 
the means or instrument by which we obtain what is 
promised upon that eondition. And this is ealled by some, 
the moral instrument. And if in this sense the word in- 
strument be taken as the eondition or moral instrument, we 
pointedly deny that faith is the only instrument of justifi- 
cation. Since, as we have already shewn, the works of re- 
pentance also are positively insisted upon by the Holy Spirit 
as no less necessary to obtain justification. 

§ 10. You will say, If these things be true, what is the 
excellency of that faith above the other works of piety, con- 
ceming which the Holy Scriptures speak so often and so 
magnificently ? What can be more dangerous than to reject 
this faith not only as of itself entirely insuflScient to justifica- 
tion, but to reduce it into the same rank with other works, 
and to attribute no less advantages to them than to faith it- 
self ? I answer : At the very sight of this objection most are 
very much startled ; and, indeed, at first, I allow it to have 
a terrible appearance. But, however, if any one will take 
courage, and examine it more closely, he will immediately 
find it a mere scarecrow, which might frighten children. For 
that faith, to which so many and so great things are attributed 
in the New Testament (to mention this by anticipation), is 
not to be taken for one single virtue, but comprehends, in its 
complete sense, as is clearly shewn in the proper place, ali 
the Works of Christian piety. So that wherever it is under- 
stood as a work by itself, and separated from ali other virtues, 
the Holy Spirit, far firom giving it the first rank, places it 

1 Cor. 13. almost third after charity : " And now abideth faith, hope, 
and charity, these three, but the greatest of these is 
charity .^^ And this passage must not be understood as 
relating only to the duration of charity in the next^world, and 
that it is only so far preferred to faith, in which interpretation 
some I see take refage, since the Apostle points out its supe- 

See ver. 2. rior virtuc and excellency even in this life over faith. It must, 
however, be allowed, that in one respect faith is superior to 
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charity, and therefore to ali other virtues, becanse it is the chap. 

root and source of ali other works, and the mother, as it vere, '- — 

of the other virtues, not because it necessarily produces them, 
but because ita nature is well adapted to that purpose. More- 
over, if its force be exeited, and as it were cherished, by fre- 
quent and serious meditation^ it will almost certainly produce 
them. For whoever firmly believes in the Gospel, and con- 
sidera it with due attention^ will^ in ali human probability^ 
become a good man. And, in the last place^ there is no 
human virtue which does not arise^ as it were, from faith. 
Now who does not allow that a mother, although in other 
respects far inferior, yet because she is a mother, has in that 
point the precedence of her daughters? And no doubt in 
this senso must be understood the long and magnificent 
description which the author of the Epistle to the Hebrews 
gives of faith in the whole of the eleventh Chapter, where the 
writer excellently shews that ali the noble actions of the holy 
men renowned in the Old Testament proceeded from faith. 
Lastly, this is the most probable reason (to mention this by 
anticipation) why St. Paul, in his Epistles, comprehends ali 
Christian virtues under the name of faith. He regards, in 
short, the fruit in the seed. 



CHAP. III. 

A SECOND PBOOF DBAWN FBOM THE NOTION OP JUSTIPICATIOS. — JU8TIFI- 
CATION INCLUDES THREE THIN6S, THE JUDGE, THE ACCUSED, AND THE 
LAW. — ^WHAT I.AW THAT IS ET WHICH WE SHALL BE CONBEMNED OR 
ACQUITTED, SHEWN. — ^HENCE AN ARGUMENT DEDUCED. 

§ 1, Another argument in support of St. James' opinion 
may be drawn from the very notion and nature of justifica- 
tion. That this may be the better understood, we must 
explain more ftilly, what before we only slightly mentioned, 
namely, that the word justification has a legai or judicial 
meaning, and therefore in its primary notion denotes the pro- 
ceedings of.à trial. But in every trial three things at least 
must be understood. The judge who gives sentence, the 
acciisedi' who is tried, and the law by which judgment is given. 

' AeiM; by which name lunderstand crime, and opposed to the claimant 
the person accused, who is so called by (petitor). 
Cicero, although he be innocent of the 

c2 
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20 Wfiat that law is by which ChrUtians will be tried. 
D 1 s s. In like manner these three things, or certainly something ana- 



'- logous to each of them, are found in every kind of justifica- 

tion. Thus, for example : when man is said to be justified 
in the sight of God, by the works of the law, or by the faith 
of Chriat ; the accused person is man ; the judge, God ; and 
the law, according to which jndgment is given, is eìther on 
the one band, the law of Moses, or on the other, the law of 

Se«Rom. Christ, sometimes ealled the law of faith. Neither can we 
say that any one is justified, unless he be acquitted according 
to the standard of that law by which he is tried, whether it 
be the law of Moses or of Christ. In one word, no man is 
justified or acquitted, unless he hath obeyed the law by the 
standard of which he is tried. 

§ 2. It only therefore remains for us to enquire, by what 

Jai. 2. 12. law Christians will be tried ? This question St. James will 
answer for us. " So speak ye and so do as they that shall be 
judged by the law of liberty." The law then by which we 
must be judged, is ealled the law of liberty, and has its name 
for these three reasons : first, because it frees us from the 
servile yoke of the Mosaic ceremonies ; secondly, because by 
it alone we are freed from the guilt and punishment of sin ; 
lastly, and chiefly, because by it we are set at liberty from 
the irresistible power and influence of sin, under whose yoke 
those who remained in the Mosaic law groaned without any 
hope of deliverance. This freedom is granted us by the Spirit 
of Christ, which inseparably accompanies the law of Christ. 
These things we bave just observed, that no Libertine hearing 
of the law of liberty, should suppose the Apostle favoured bis 
sentiments. — ^To return from this digression. The law of 
liberty is without doubt the same as the royal law ; the law 
of Christ as our King, conceming which the Apostle speaks 
in the eighth verse. What is its nature, the words imme- 
diately following in the same verse will explain. " Thou shalt 
love thy neighbour as thyself.'^ Here the Apostle evidently 
means the Decalogue or Law of the Ten Commandments : 
which more evidently appears by the eleventh verse, where 
certain precepts of this Law are particularly mentioned. In 
short, the royal lawQ, and the law of liberty, of which St. 
James speaks, and by which he says we are to be judged, is 

•1 See St James i. 25, where the same law is ealled *• the perfect law of liberty." 
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no other than the moral law itself, as Christ hath explained, chap. 

and perfected it, and delivered it to His disciples, as His law — 

from the mount, which answers to that of Sinai. This sanc- 
tion being added to it, by which, as eternai life is promised Mat. 7. 24, 
to those who obey it, so upon the disobedient is denounced 
everlasting death. 

§ 3. This must be particularly observed, that we fall not 
into the same error as Luther, and most of our own divines 
after his time ; who in disputing with the Roman Catholics 
concerning justification, and carried away in the beat of con- 
troversy, bave introduced the foUowing error into the Re- 
formed Chxu*ches, greatly to their injiuy. They taught that 
the Gospel consisted of promises only ; that Christ gave to 
the world no law, but only explained the law already given ; 
and freed it firom the faulty comments of the Scribes and 
Pharisees ; that the only use of the moral law at present, is 
to bring men to the faith of Christ, or at least, that there 
may be some determinate laws of conduet, recommended 
indeed to us by Christ, and which we are bound out of grati- 
tude to obey ; but not imposed upon us on pain of damnation, 
nor as a condition of the New Covenant necessarily to be 
observed tó salvation. From these principles unguardedly 
laid down by them, and eagerly adopted by the generality of 
Theologians, arose by strict and regular deduction, the exe- 
crable tenets of the Antinomians, Libertines, Familists, and 
others of the same class, which those good men perhaps never 
dreamed of. However this may be, those who teach such 
things, and at the same time exclaim against the Liber- 
tines, what do they but condemn themselves, in reproving 
these ? They agree in the premises, but will not admit the 
conclusion. To prevent this dreadful error it must be ever 
observed, as an undeniable truth, that Christ, in His sermon 
recorded by St. Matthew, not only explained the moral law, See Mat, 
but also laid it down as His own, and required its observance, 
assisted by the Grace of the Gospel, from ali Christians, as a 
condition of His Covenant, indispensably necessary. And of 
this no one can at ali doubt, who with any attention reads 
the conclusion of that discourse. The same also is most clear 
from that serious declaration with which our Lord begins this 
vindication of His law. "For I say unto you, that except 
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22 Antinamiana and SoUfidian» rrfuted. 

DI ss. your righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of the 

_!: Seribes and Pharisees^ je shall in no case enter into the 

kingdom of heaven/' Prom which words it is beyond doubt^ 
tbat it was our Saviour^s design^ not only to vindicate the 
moral law from the faulty commenta of the Seribes and 
Pharisees, but to deliver it so vindicated to His disciples^ by 
them to be observed on pain of damnation. 

§ 4. These things being premised^ there arises at length an 
unanswerable argument, in my opinion at least^ against the 
Antinomians and SoUfidians. 

Whoever is justified by God through Christ 

is acquitted by the Law of Christ. 
But by Faith alone without Works 

no one is acquitted by the Law of Christ. 
Therefore no one is justified by Faith without Works. 
The minor proposition alone of this syllogism wants proof, 
which may be thus given it. 

Whoever is acquitted by the Law of Christ 

must necessarily fulfil that Law. 
But by Faith alone without Works 
no one fulfils the Law of Christ. 
Therefore by Faith alone without Works 
no one is acquitted by the Law of Christ. 
Here the major proposition is self«evident. As to the minor^ 
whoever shall deny that, must necessarily fall into this 
absurdity ; as to afl&rm either that Faith alone is ali the 
righteousness, which the Law of Christ demands, or that 
nothing is demanded of us by the Law of Christ on pain of 
damnation, but Faith. But whoever, after what has been 
said in the two last arguments, shall seriously affirm this, is 
not fit to be argued with, and is a subject rather for the 
physician than the divine. 
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CHAP. IV. 

THE THIBD ABGUMENT FBOM THE VATUBE OF FAITH. — THE THEBB ACTS 
IMTO WHIGH FAITH IS DIYIDED BT DIVINES, CON8IDEBED (kNOWLEDGB, 
A88BNT, CONFIDENCE.) — IT 18 8HEWN THAT JU8TIFICATION 18 MOT 
MECESSABILT COMKECTED WITH ANT OF THESE. 

§ 1. We will deduce our tliird argument from the nature ch ap. 
of faith itself, thus : if faith be considered alone^ and sepa — — 



rated from every other virtue, tliere is no act of it which is 
saving^ or which may not take place in a wicked^ and alto* 
gether unjustified man. Therefore, it is evidently impossible 
that a man should be justified by faith alone, without other 
virtues. This consequence is clearer than the sun. With 
respect to the antecedente I must say, that those who bave so 
strenuously contended that we are justified by faith alone, 
always appear to me, either not to bave known, or at least 
not to bave remembered, what faith is. Those who attributo 
so much to faith alone, extol faith beyond ali faith. To 
prove this assertion, let it be remembered that faith is com- 
monly divided by divines into three acts ; knowledffe, assent, 
and confidence. We will consider each of them. 

§ 2. With respect to htumUdge, ali allow that it may be 
found in the worst of men. Therefore Cameron broached a 
strange, new, and entirely unauthorized opinion, in saying 
that there was a certain knowledge peculiar to the elect, 
which from its nature was always efficacious, and saving; 
and which in one place he calls a ^' guiding light,^^ and in 
short, upon which he affirms the conversion of man to God 
entirely to depend. For this idea he is most deservedly re- 
proved by Episcopius'; and not by Episcopius only, but by 
the Synods of Dort, Àlise, and Charenton, is that opinion 
condemned in specific terms, as Episcopius has clearly 
shewn". We wiU not discuss a decided point. 

§ 3. Conceming the asserd of the mind, the case is no less 
clear. For it is certain that a mere assent may be found, 
not only in wicked men but even in devils. I confess that 
there are not a few leamed men who think that this assent, 



' Examìn. Sentent. Cameron. e. 2. • Cap. 3. 
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DI ss. if it only be firm and deeply rooted in the mind, will neces- 



L 



sarily produce the practice of piety, and obedience to the 
commands of Christ. Neither are the argmnents of trifling 
weight by which they labour to prove their case : but the 
arguments for the contrary opinion seem to me stronger^ 
1 Ck)r. 13. especially that taken from the first Epistle to the Corinthians, 
where St. Paul supposes that a man may bave ali faith, which 
no doubt includes this highest degree of faìth, and yet not 
bave charity. I cannot at ali attend to those who imagine 
the Apostle bere to put an impossible case. But there is no 
occasion to say much on this subject ; for if that be granted, 
which these leamed men contend for, it cannot injure our 
argument, provided it is acknowledged (which they indeed 
willingly allow) that a mere assent, and without that practice of 
piety which it is supposed to draw after it, cannot avail before 
God. And the same may be observed of Cameron^s opinion. 
§ 4. The remaining act of faith is called confidence, and in 
this the Solifidians place their greatest confidence ; we shall, 
therefore, more carefully consider what they say on this 
poiut. And first, it will be very proper to enquire what they 
mean bythis confidence; for they involve this subject in such 
intricate expressions, that we almost want an (Edipus to 
interpret them. Intelligibly and consistently to explain 
what they say upon it, requires more than mortai wit. Let 
him who thinks otherwise try, and however unwilling, he 
will be obliged to confess the truth of what has been as- 
serted. We will, however, try to produce light out of this 
darkness. 

§ 5. It must be observed, therefore, that whenever faith 
in the New Testament (considered as separated from other 
virtues) is regarded only as that assent of the mind by 
See Rom. which we believe the SuflFerings, Death, and Resurrection of 
24; Heb. Christ, and therefore the truth of whatever He has given 
Joh.^5. 4 *^ ^® ^^ *^® name of God either of precept or promise, stili 
6; Joii. that assent is of a nature which properly produces a certain 
confidence. " Whoever (to use the words of Grotius*) believes 
that what Christ taught is of God, and this among the rest^ 
that those who live according to the Gospel will obtain eter- 
nai life, he must at the same time be confident that he him- 

* Discuss. p. 41 and 42. [voL iii. p. 689. ed. 1679.] 
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self will obtain that blessing, if he so lives. Yet this confi- chap. 

dence is stili eonditional. After a man hath already led a : — 

Christian life, and is pnrified from his vices, then that con- 
fidence begins to become eonfirmed for that time, which is 
called hope, in the Holy Scriptures. This hope is subseqnent 
to justification, and therefore is not a part of that faith by 
which we are jnstified/' From these words of Grotius, who 
certainly has clearly and distinctly stated this matter^ we 
may thns argue : that confidence, which they suppose to be 
the principal act of justifying faith^ is either eonditional or 
absolute. If the first is meant^ nothing can be more certain 
than that it may be found in every one who believes the 
truth of Christianity ; for it is the necessary consequenee of 
such belief. You will say, But confidence, which is the pro- 
perty of justifying faith^ is such as not only is fixed in the 
understanding, but powerfully influences the heart and will. 
Hence he comes to Christ, and with his whole heart depends 
on Him for salvation ; or, to use the words of a very leamed 
man" : " It is such a confidence, as casting away every thing 
else, and depending on the Mediator, attracts the whole 
heart and soul to Christ, and is united to Him/' But bere 
we may ask, What do these phrases mean, ''to come to 
Christ, to be attracted to Him with ali the heart and soul, 
to be united to Him V^ For these expressions, if I mistake 
not, do not so much describe acts of faith and confidence, as 
of love. He comes to Christ, who, first believing in the doc- 
trines of Christ, and repenting of his sins, then dedicates 
himself whoUy to Him, and becomes His disciple ; that so 
through Him he may obtain pardon of his sins, and eternai 
life. He is attracted to Christ by the whole heart and soul, 
and united to Him, who sincerely loves Christ, and pants 
after ali those great blessings obtained by Christ, not with a 
light and faint, but an eamest and hearty afibctiou ; and pro- 
vided he can obtain Christ as his reward, values as nothing 
ali those other things which the world blindly admires and 
longs for; who, in short, determines always to adhere to 
the doctrine and precepts of Christ. Whoever shall do 
these things, he without doubt is for Christ's sake accept- 
ed by God to salvation, that is, is justified. If these 

" Determ. Qu. 37. p. 167. 
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DI ss. phrases are otherwise explaiued^ I confess I do not under- 

'- stand them. However this may be, it is evident tliat this 

conditional confidenoe can contribute nothìng to a man^s 
justificatìon and future happiness^ except you suppose it to 
act upon bis will and affections^ by producing some act of 
love in the soul^ and by strongly stimulating tbe wbole man 
to seek those blessings of tbe Gospel wbicb he believes both 
to exist and trusts that he may obtam them. Certainly 
neither faith nor confidence availeth any thing^ except they 
are worked by love^, or rather are made eflPectual by it, and 
brought to perfection. And for this reason I do not at ali 
doubt but that love may be rightly called the form of justi- 
fying faith ; I say expressly of justifying faith, because it is 
allowed that faith considered by itself, has its own form : but 
that faith which, and as f ar as it justifies, must necessarily 
be rendered complete by true love. 

§ 6. Let US now proceed to the remaining part of our 
argimient, which is conceming absolute confidence. This 
is that degree of mental certainty by which a man believes 
that ali bis sins are forgiven, and that he is accepted of God 
unto salvation, independent of any condition. And it is too 
evident,^ alas ! that when ahnost ali the divines of the Re- 
formed Churches, especially foreigners, speak of confidence 
as the formai act of justifying faith, they mean this absolute 
assurance. This doctrine hath long been the great disgrace of 
the Reformed Churches, neither is there any other upon which 
Roman Catholics bave exercised greater severity or so turned 
into ridicule : and with justice, for it is far from a trifling 
error, it is a most baneful error : I had ahnost said an error 
in faith. May God in His mercy grant, that such opinions 
be for ever banished from our writings, at any rate from 
our teaching! But our business bere is with argimients, 
and not with prayers and tears. 

§ 7. I say then, that this absolute assurance can by no 
means be an act of justifying faith, much less the principal 
actj which may be easily proved by this single argument. 
No one can be certain of his justification, who hath not first 
performed ali things required for justification, and so be in 

* 8Ì* àydiriis iyepyovfiéinj, Gal.v. 6. sively, as is almost always the case in 
per charitatem efficax. The participle other places in the New Testament. 
iv€pyovfi4pri I think must be taken pas- 
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fact already justified. Therefore, absolute assurance is not chap. 

the act of justifying faith^ but the consequenee of justifica — 

tion. This consequenee is self-evident. With respect to 
the antecedente I ask upon what grounds they establish this 
absohite assurance of which they speak? On the Gospel of 
Christ ? But how any person can, from the Gospel, be cer- 
tain of his justification before he hath performed what the 
Gospel requires for justification, is utterly incomprehensible. 
Is this certainty obtained by any peculiar revelation not con- 
tained in the Gospel? What is this but changing the firm 
sound faith of the Saints into mere enthusiasm, that is, into 
a groundless fancy ? Besides, this peculiar revelation is either 
agreeable to the word of God, or it is not. If not, it must 
evidently be rejected : if it be, they relapse into the former 
absurdity. For no one, by the Word of Christ, can be cer- 
tain of the remission of his sins, except he has fulfilled the 
conditions required in that Word for such remission. It would 
be easy to heap together many arguments of this kind, as 
indeed has been already done by many ; but he who is not 
convinced by this single reason, will not, in my opinion, be 
persuaded by the strongest proofs. 

§ 8. I will conclude the whole subject in a few words. 
Confidence in Christ, whether conditional or absolute little 
signifies, is common to the good and the bad; so that, 
if this be the last step and perfection of justifying faith, cer- SucfA^, 
tainly every wicked man may boast of his salvation. For it 
is, alas ! too well known, that the greatest part of those who 
cali themselves Christians, secure of the mercy of God, the 
merits of Christ, and of their own salvation, pass their days 
without the least anxiety, being at the same time very far 
short of a true Christian life. Their good works, which 
they have never performed, they renounce, acknowledge 
themselves the worst of sinners, and then tranquiUy depend 
on Christ, the Mediator, to obtain salvation for them; you 
may persuade them to do this without any difficulty, they 
rush on headlong into this confidence. Those who have the 
cure of souls find no diflGiculty so great as the convincing 
unhappy men of this error, deluded by which they carelessly 
give up ali care of their souls. 

But, you will say, they are not sincere. This confidence is 
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DI 88. greatly different from that which is peculiar to the jnstified. 
^' How, I pray? do they pretend a confidence which they have 



19-21. 



not ? You will never persuade them so. They both know 
and congratulate themselves^ that they truly^ and unfeignedlj, 
trust in the merits of Christ. This facts prove, for in this 
confidence they live and are ready to die; nay, too often 
really do so die. They therefore truly trust in Christ, but not 
as they ought, because they do it without any grounds. They 
depend on the merits of Christ, but despise His commands ; 
they eagerly embrace the promises of the Gospel, but care 
nothing for its precepts. This is the only difference between 
the confidence of the good and the wicked. It is in vain to 
seek any other. Lastly, St. John clearly informs us what is 
1 John 3. trae and Christian confidence : '^ And hereby we know^' (that 
is by love) ''that we are of the truth, and shall assure our 
hearts before Him. For if our heart condemn us, Grod is 
greater than our heart, and knoweth ali things. Beloved, 
if our heart condemn us not, then have we confidence toward 
God.'^ For surely a secure confidence of mind is the daughter 
of a good conscience, and arìses from good works, so far is it 
from being of any profit without good works. 

§ 9. To finish this argument : since there is no act of faith 
considered separately and by itself, with which justification 
is necessarily connected, since knowledge without practice, 
assent of the mind without love of heart, confidence in the 
promises of the Gospel, without a sincere endeavour to fùlfil 
its conditions, are of no avail with God, we must necessarily 
conclude and believe sincerely, that no one is justified in the 
sight of God by faith alone, without the other virtues. 

CHAP. V. 

THE rOUETH ARGUMENT TAKEN FEOM THE PKOCEEDING8 OF GOD IN THE 

JLA8T JDDGMENT. THE JUDGMENT OP GOD IN THE NEXT WORLD COR- 

RESPONDS IN EYEEY RE8PECT WITH THE DIVINE JUSTIFICATION IN THIS. 
— OUE WORKS IN THAT JUDGMENT REGARDED, NOT AS MERE SIGNS OP 
PAITH, BUT AS A VERY PRINCIPAL PART OP THE CONDITION PEESCRIBED 
IN THE GOSPEL COVENANT. 

§ 1. Let US take our fourth argument from the manner in 
which God will judge mankind at the last day. — In whatever 
way every one shall be judged in the next world by God, 
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in the saiue will he be justified by Him in this. — ^But in the e H a p. 

V. 



next world every one will be judged according to bis works, 
and not by faith alone. — Therefore in this world every one 
is justified by God by bis works, and not by faith alone. K 
I am not very much mistaken this argument is unanswerable. 
§ 2. With respect to the major proposition, it is supported 
by these most evident reasons, taken from the very nature of 
the future judgment. First, the future judgment — ^so far as 
it regards us who live under the Gospel — ^is in reality only a 
solemn and public passing of sentence by Christ, the Judge, 
in the sight of the whole world, by which it will be elearly 
shewn who in this life, according to the terms of the Gospel 
Covenant, bave been righteous, and who unrighteous. I say, 
so far as it regards us, because other means will be used with 
those who bave never known the Gospel, for it does not seem 
agreeable to Divine Justice to condemn him for violating the 
Gospel Covenant who never even heard of it. And with re- 
ference to this is what St. Paul says of those nations who 
bave not known the written law of God. Yet however God See Rom. 

. . 2. 12. 

may determine conceming such in that awful day, it is most 
certain that we Christians shall be judged only by the tenor 
of the Gospel Covenant ; so that with respect to us, the last 
judgment will be nothing else but the decisive sentence of 
Christ the Judge, concerning our righteousness or unrighte- 
ousness, according to the law of His Gospel, which has been 
long enforced upon, and sufficiently revealed to us. Whence 
this act of Christ, as regards believers, has been well called 
by some declarative justification, opposed to that justification deciara- 
which by the law of Christ we bave in this life, and which by 
the same is not improperly styled active, or habitual justifi- con»titu- 
cation. Both agree in the same points, and are under the 
same regulations ; that is, whatever is required at the Day of 
Judgment of a man so as to be declared righteous, the same, 
according to the law of Christ, is requisite for his being made constUu- 
righteous in this life. For the sentence of a judge must in 
every point conform to the regulations of the law. This then 
most elearly follows; if it is only according to our works 
that we are declared righteous in the judgment by Christ, 
it is only by our works that we can be made righteous in this conatitu- 
life bv the law of Christ. 



Digitized by 



Google 



80 Oood wcrkB noi merely signs offaith, 

D 1 8 8. § 8. But, secondly, tliere is another act of the future judg- 
^ ment as regarding believers neoessarily oonnected with the 



former; that by which the reward of eternai hfe is openly 
conferred on the fÌEdthful. And in thìs the proceedings of 
the Almighty, sitting in judgment at the Last Day, are no 
lesa agreeable with His proceedings in justification in this 
life. For who will attempt to deny that a conferring a 
right to heavenly rewards is the principal act of justifi- 
cation? Certainly the words of the Apostle, speaking of 
justification, clearly prove this: compare the third verse 
with the fourth of the fourth chapter of the Epistle to the 
Romans, where he explains ^^was counted for righteousness'^ 
by this phrase, "is reckoned as a reward/' So that to im- 
pute any thing to a man for righteousnesSy and to impute a 
reward to a man for any thing, are plainly the same, or at 
least are both contained in the same idea of justification. 
Therefore the regulations of this act of the Last Judgment 
are the same with the former. For when we are jnstified in 
this life, a right to eternai life is truly conferred upon us, 
according to the law of Christ; when we are judged in the 
next world, the same right is decided and confirmed by the 
solemn sentence of the Judge. 

§ 4. That this is an accurate descrìption of the divine judg- 
ment in the next world (namely that it is a decisive sentence 
pronounced by the Judge, both on our righteousness, and 
also on our consequent right to eternai life, which we bere 
obtain, according to the law of Christ), may be proved from 
fic«Rom. many very clear passages in the New Testament. But 
laf 16 ; *^' ^^^ passage, in the first Epistle to the Corinthians, which 
a^'-tift*^' another reason we bave before praised, deserves parti- 
12. a«, 37. cular attention : " For I know nothing by myself, yet am I 
' not hereby justified, but He that judgeth me is the Lord.'' 
It is plain from what follows in the fifth verse, that he alludes 
to the judgment to come, clearly teaching that the Almighty 
judge wiU then certainly and infallibly give sentence con- 
ceming our righteousness or unrighteousness in this life. 
Thus far of the major proposition. 

§ 6. Let US proceed to the minor : — ^but whoever can deny 
this, must shut his eyes against the clear light of Scripture. 
For how often is it there expressly said, that God will judge 
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every man according to bis works? Besides^ the very cause ch ap. 
and reason of the sentenee, by which eternai life ìs given to 



SC6 lif 8,t 

the righteous, is evidently taken firom their works : which 25. 21, 23, 
passages should be more carefuUy observed, because they^'^" 
answer a foolish objection of those who say that eternai life 
is given to our works only as they are signs and efPects of 
faith. For from the passages referred to above it is plain 
that our works, in this matter, are considered as the very 
thing on account of which (by the merciful covenant of God 
through Christ) eternai life is given us. None hath expressed 
this matter better than the excellent I. Gerard. Vossius^ : '^ It 
is asked, whether a reward is promised to works as signs of 
faith ? Now we conceive that they say too much, who suppose 
it promised to works as deserving it ; and that they say too 
little, who think it promised to them only as signs of faith. 
For there are many passages of Scripture, by which it is 
shewn that our works, in the business of salvation, are re- 
garded as indispensably requisite, or as a primary condition, 
to which the reward of eternai life is inseparably connected.^' 
This very learned man proves bis opinion from the passages Rev. 7. 14, 
already produced, adding some others. Both extremes must If 17^.^"^* 
be carefully avoided; that which makes works deserving in ^^(1% % 
themselves of eternai life — the error of some Roman Cathohcs, 
at which every one must feel shocked — and that which denies 
them ali other connection withheavenly rewards, than as they 
are signs of that faith to which salvation is promised. This 
opinion, as we bave seen, is at open variance with many very 
striking passages of Holy Writ. A middle path must be 
chosen; and we say, that the only foundation of that con- 
nection which our works bave with eternai life, is this : that 
they are a condition required in the Gospel Covenant, to 
which condition, upon its performance, a heavenly reward 
is most graciously promised, according to the same Cove- 
nant. 

§ 6. Moreover, that good works are not to be regarded in 
the business of salvation as mere signs of faith, Grotius has 
well shewn by this reason*: "Every sign is inferior to the icor.iaia 
thing signifìed : but charity, by which these works are per- 

7 De Bonis Oper. Thes. 10. [voi. vi. " Discuss. p. 45, [voi. iii. p. 690. 

p. 370. Op. ed. 1701.] Op.] 
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Dijss. formed^ and wliich therefore must be considered as part of 
them^ is greater than faith/^ Lastly^ the same is proved from 



Jai. 2. 22. what St. James says^ '^ By works is faìth made perfect^ and 
Works co-operate with fisath/' What then? does the perfection 
of the thing signified depend on the sign^ or does the sign 
co-operate with the thing signified? It is of no use to dwell 
on such trifles; let us therefore proceed. 



CHAP. VI. 

THE riFTH ANI> LAST ABGUMENT, DEAWN FBOM THE IMPLICIT CONFESSION 

or OUE ADVEESAEIES. TWO 8TATEMENT8 UNANIMO08LT ALIX>WED BT 

BEFORMEI) DIVINE8 ; riE8T, THAT THE FAITH WHICH JU8TIFIES 8HOUI.D 
BE A UVING FAITH, THAT 18, PBOOUCTIVE OF GOOD WORKS. SECOni>, 
THAT OOOD WOBK8 ABB UNJ>EHIABLT NECE88ABT TO SAI/VATIOM. — ^THE 
NBCB88ITT OF GOOD WOBKS TO JU8TIFICATI0N, 8HEWN FBOM BOTH 
THE8E P0INT8. 

§ 1. Wb have at last arrived at our fifth and last argu- 
ment ; but this we will deduce from the implicit consent of ali 
men, and therefore of our adversaries themselves. Such indeed 
is the force of truth, that frequently she makes her opponents 
speak in her words, undesignedly indeed^ and unconsciously ; 
and error is often as contradictory to itself as to truth. The 
case is so in the present instance. For there are some points 
in which ali the Reformed Divines agree, and which being 
allowed, this doctrine of the necessity of good works to justi- 
fication, neither can, nor ought to be denied. But before 
we enter upon this argument, it is right to inform our readers, 
that we are not here speaking of the public Confessions of 
Faith, of the Reformed Churches, but of the private opinions 
of certain Doctors, who profess to follow those Confessions. 
For with respect to the authorized Confessions of the Re- 
formed Churches, it is clear that they ali, or at least the 
principal, and most excellent of them, are professedly on 
our side of the question. For although they teach, that 
man is justified byfaìth alone without works, jet they explain 
that expression in a sense, which we readily admit. Thus 
the authors of those Confessions expressly say that this sen- 
tence is to be figuratively taken; so that in the word faith, 
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grace,t?. which it is opposed, must be understood; and that chap. 
to be justified by faitli alone, is the same as to be justified by 



grace alone^ and not by the merit of works ; and, properly 
speaking, faith and the other virtues, and good works, are of 
equal validity, and the same necessity to justification ; neither 
in this matter is any thing more to be attributed to faith than 
to good Works ; so that they reject faith itself, just as much 
as they do good works from justification. The latter part of 
our second Dissertation will satisfy any further doubts on this 
subject. Whatever diffieulty, therefore, or error, has become 
attached to this most evident doctrine of the justification of 
man, as taught by Protestants of the present day, it must be 
attributed entirely to the mistakes of certain private men, 
who have not clearly understood the opinions of the purer, 
and if I may so express myself, the primitive reformation: 
yet even these divines, although they have, by their scholastic 
absuxdities, darkened this otherwise clear and p^spicuous 
doctrine, wandered not so far from the truth, but that, 
praised be God, they have sanctioned, by their consent, cer- 
tain points from which it will appear that our opinion is un- 
deniably true, and beyond the power of contradiction^ Of 
these, we shall here treat only of two. 

§ 2. In the first place then, ali the divines of the Beformed 
Churches, with a few exceptions among the more rigid Lu- 
therans, and those who do not deserve to be reckoned among 
the Reformer4B, unanimously acknowledge^ that a faith, living 
and not dead, a faith which has good works united with it, 
moreover, which neither is, nor can be, without good works, 
is the true and justifying faith, as they cali it, which by this 
pecuharity is distinguished from historic and temporary faith, 
and the faith of miracles. Here then what is the diflference ? 
Whoever properly attends to this subject, wiU assuredly allow 
that the point on which this controversy tums, is a meta- 
physical subtlety. Wbether, forsooth, the faith which is 
living, or faith in that it is living, is required to justification? 
in short the matter comes at last, as some very leamed 
divines* have clearly shewn, merely to the use of the partiele 
quatenvSy as far as, and hence have arisen much anger and 
division. Were it not for the importance of the subject we 

* Ezamen Censur., e. x. 

BULL. j> 
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I) 1 8 s. are upon^ one could scarcely refrain from laughter^ at finding 
— - — these words, in writings of divines of no small reputation, 
" Faith pregnant with good works^ justifies before she brings 
forth/^ The mountaìns are in labour^ and they bave pro- 
duced a mouse. — After mach turnìng and twisting^ when we 
at last arrive at the summit of the controversy, we are left by 
these doctors at this trifling and ahnost imperceptible point 
of distinction. Leamed men would certainly bave my leave 
to amuse themselves with such trifles^ if I did not perceive 
that they obtruded these subtleties on others seriously, and 
ahnost as if they were articles of faith ; (as if they were scarcely 
orthodox^ who could not pronounce this ''Shibboleth;^^) and 
if it were not most unhappily proved by melancholy experi- 
ence^ that these empty distinctions, these far-fetched contriv- 
ances^ are used for the support of the most dreadfiil errors^ 
which the common people deduce from these doctrines. Most 
wisely did Grotius^ say, "Much danger is the consequence 
of these incautious expressions. For most men hearing and 
reading these things^' (namely, that we are justified by faith 
alone without any works) '^ while they live in sin and do not 
amend their conduct, stili promise themselves salvation. 
Because to be sure, as they say, Christ died expressly for 
this purpose, that He might save them; and applying to 
themselves, by faith, the righteousness of Christ, which is 
most perfect, and worthy of a heavenly reward, His merits 
become theirs. If this can be so managed, every thing else 
is certainly superfluous, and it is of Uttle consequence how 
they live. Unconditionally hath Christ made satisfaction 
for the puniahment they deserve to suflPer; unconditionally 
hath He obtained eternai glory for them.^^ In one word, 
whoever of the common people shall receive this doctrine un- 
disguisedly delivered, namely, that faith is the only instru- 
ment of justification, and that good works bave no weight, 
are of no importance in this matter, though you should after- 
wards invent a thousand distinctions, you will never persuade 
him to perform any good works, as altogether necessary 
either to his justification or salvation. 

§ 3. Now, though we bave already suflSciently proved that 
good works not only accompany justifying faith, but also are 

•» Discuss. p. 47, 48 [voi. ni. p. 691.] 
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no less required to justification than faith itself, and that chap. 
they are as much to be considered a cause in this matter as — ^ — 
faith (that is, that faith and works are jointly prescribed as 
the only condition of justification in the Gospel Covenant) ; 
that also more is attributed in the Holy Scriptures to love, 
which produces every other work, than to faith itaelf j and 
that faith has no weìght with God, except when, and as 
far as, it produces this charity ; stili, out of a great abund- 
ance, we will add a few remarks from this seoond chapter of 
St. James. 

§ 4. First then, when it is expressly said by St. James, 
that a man is justified by works, the particle by has evidently ii ipywv. 
a more estensive meaning than that of mere connection. 
Por if faith alone, and by itself, performs the work of justifi- 
cation (good works only standing by as it were), it can in no 
sense be said that a man is justified by works; secondly, 
when the Apostle in the twenty-second verse, speaking of 
the faith of Abraham, affirms that ^^ faith wrought with bis 
works, and by works was faith <^ mdAepeirfect :" is it not dear ireKtuoBri. 
that faith and works do co-operate in the business of j:ustifi'- 
cation (of which he had been treating in the words immedi- 
ately preceding the twenty-first verse), that faith also is of 
itself imperfect, and is not condncive to the end of justifica- 
tion unless it is perfected by good works? 

§ 5. What Cameron on this passage opposes to our inter- 
pretation, (with ali due deference to so great a man,) is 
extremely weak. He is wonderfully criticai on the word 
co-operate. He observes that "if it was St. James's in- irvyepytTi^. 
tention to teach that faith co-operated with works to justi- 
fication, he would no doubt bave chosen other words, and 
ha\^ said that works co-operated with faith, rather than tsàtk 
with works j'^ as if these expressions conveyed diiFerjent 
meanìngs. The word co-operate signifies a joint operation^ 
and he who says that faith co-operates witìi works, says 
at the same time, that works co-operate with faith. With 
equai reason may a man say that by these words, " We are i Cor. 3. 9. 
fellow-workers (co-operators) with God,'^ is not meant the 

« "A thÌDg i« said to be perfected operating causeSfiyev aw€urlwv,'* Gro- 
when it produces its proper efFect. tius in locum. 
Faith cannot do jthis without its co- 
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DI ss. oo-operation of the Divine grace with the labours of the 
- — p Apostles in preaching the Grospel, because then it wonld bave 
been said, God is a fellow-worker with us. 

§ 6. Upon the latter words, " and by works was faith made 
perfect/' Cameron thns remarks : " Faith is here said by St. 
James to be perfected by works, not because works make 
faith perfect, but because faith, while it produces works, 

2Cor.i2.9. shews that it is perfect. Thus in the second Epistle to the 
Corinthians, the power of Christ is said to be perfected in 
infirmities, because then it chiefly exerts and shews itself/' 
But the answer is easy. Whatever may be determined con- 

TffXfftovy. ceming this passage, it is certain that the word to perfect, in 
this passage of St. James, signifies not only to shew perfection, 
but really to give it. This is evident from the preceding 
passage, in whieh faith and works are said to co-operate, 
that is, work together. Hence it is manifest that works 
perfect faith, not only by ahevmg it, but also by co-operating 
with it ; that is, by adding to it a certain force and power. 

§ 7. Another argument of Cameron's is no stronger, by 
which he thus contends against the meaning of the word 

TfX€toi% to be made perfect in this passage. " How,^* says he, '' can 

*^^' faith be understood to be perfected by works, if works do not 
add a certain perfection to faith in the work of justification ? 
But it is clear that no perfection is added to faith by works 
in the matter of justification, since they proceed from faith 
as from a cause, and they so proceed from faith as a cause, 
that that is not a good work which does not proceed from 

Actg 15. 9. faith. For whatsoever is not of faith is sin, and by faith the 
' heart is purified, whence ali works come and receive their 
value.'' I answer; It is indeed true, that the expression, 
faith Ì8 perfected by works, can scarcely be understood in 
any other sense than that works give perfection to faith in 
the matter of justification ; and this is what St. James affirms 
and we support. Cameron endeavours to prove the contrary 
by these two argimients : first, because good works proceed 
from faith as their cause: secondly, because works receive 
their value and goodness from faith. 1. The first argument 
is very weak, because it supposes that nothing caused can 
exceed the excellence of its cause, which is most false. The 
sun for instance generates animals, and yet the least of them. 
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in the order of beings, is more perfect than the sun, as beìng CHAP. 



endued with feeling, which the sun is without. The father ■ 
begets a son, who far excels him in beauty, strength, wisdom 
and virtue. So faith produces love, which yet is far more 
noble than faith. 2. Again : if we are to believe Cameron, 
faith, love, and ali the other virtues of the elect, arise from a 
certain knowledge and experienee, with which their minds 
are illuminated by the Holy Spirit, as from a cause on which 
they necessarily depend. Will then this leamed man say 
that in the matter of justification no perfection can be added 
to that knowledge by faith, love, and the other virtues ? So 
that this man falls by his own sword. 

§ 8. The other argument of Cameron is clearly false ; for 
every virtue has distinct properties, by which it exists as a 
virtue, and does not borrow this from faith. But if there be 
any universal virtue which fills, as it were, ali the rest with 
goodness, and gives them their vaine and importance, that 
certainly is charity, the true love of God and our neighbour, 
£rom which whatever arises will at last be grateful and 
pleasing to 6od, although otherwise it should seem of but See Mat. 
little value. The passages which Cameron produces prove Màrk9.4i! 
nothing. For in that text, '^ whatever is not of faith is sin," 
the Apostle is not speaking of Evangelica! Faith, upon which 
we are bere treating, but of that persuasion by which a 
man thinks that what he does is lawful, as is evident from the 
context. The other passage, in which he says, " the heart is 
purified by faith,'^ is also foreign to the purpose. For although 
faith be the means which God uses in purifying the heart, 
stili that heart must be purified and warmed with the true 
love of God and our neighbour, before God will deem it 
worthy of salvation. It is true, indeed, that every work 
really good arises from faith; but it is also true that faith Heb.ii.e. 
is not of itself sufficient to perform any good work, nor to 
be accepted by God to salvation ; for love must be added to 
it, by which a man comes to God (that is, sincerely worships 
Him) and diligently seeks for Him as the faithful rewarder 
of ali those who pray unto Him, as is immediately added in 
the same passage. In the same manner also, without a true 
knowledge of the Divine will, it is impossible to please God, 
that is, to perform this very will. Yet whoever should hence 
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D 1 6 s. conclude that ibis knowledge will by itself please God unto 

salTation^ and tbat faitb^ cbarity^ and tbe otber Christian 

virtues^ can add no perfection to it in tbìs matter; and^ in 
short, that on its account only are ali good works estimable 
in the sight of Gk>d, such an one would become truly ridi- 
cuious. But we bave already said more than sufficient to 
resene tbìs famous passage of St. James &om false expla- 
nations. 

§ 9. In tbe last place, wboever contende tbat man is justi- 
fied bj faitb alone, and tbat works bave no effect in tbe prò- 
ducing tbat event, is equally absurd witb bim wbo sbonld 
affirm tbat man lives by tbe body alone, and tbat tbe soul 
contributes notbing to bis life ; for this is considered by the 

ver. 26. Apostlc as a true comporison. Ibis then is too evident to 
be by any means evaded^ 

§ 10. Moreover, it must be observed, (since tbe principal 
reason wby most bave recourse to this idle evasion is, tbat 
tbey may not contradict tbe Epistles of St. Paul, wbere works 
are very frequently excluded from tbe business of justifi- 
cation,) tbat if any one wiU pay proper attention, he will 
presently perceìve tbat tbe works wbereof St. Paul speaks^ 
he not only excludes from tbe act of justification, but rejects 
entirely, as not at ali necessary. This is very evident from 

Rom. 4. 6. the foUowing passage : " To bim tbat worketh not, but be- 
Uevetb on Him tbat justifietb tbe wicked, bis faitb is counted 
for rigbteousness.'* Which shews tbat a man is not only 
justified by faitb witbout works, but tbat even he wbo is 
witbout works is justified. St. Paul again says tbe same, 

Rom. a 28, except we commit actual violence upon bis words : " Man is 
justified by faitb witbout tbe deeds of tbe law.^^ For tbere 
by tbe pbrase, '' witbout works,'^ works are not only clearly 
excluded from justification, but also are separated from tbat 
faitb wbich justifies, and from that man wbo is justified. 
Wberefore their ingenious contrivance, wbo teach that works 
are necessarily united with justifying faitb, altbougb not in 
tbe act of justification, is no less absurd in itself, than 
opposed to tbe words of St. Paul > for tbe sake of explaining 
wbicb,. bowever,^ it was invented : and tbus far of tbe first 
point. 

§ 11. The second point receives a no less unanimous con- 
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sent from Reformed divìnes; namely^ that good works are chap. 
necessary to obtain salvation. I miglit henee conclude^ • " ' 
that therefore good works ouglit to be determined as no 
less necessary to jnstificatìon ; and this is the reason of 
such conclusion. In jnstificatìon^ as we have observed in 
the fourth argument^ a right is given us to salvation and 
eternai life^ and this ali acknowledge. How then can good 
Works be determined necessary for him towards obtaining 
eternai life, to whom already, by justification^ the reward 
of eternai life hath been adjudged without works? Here 
some will answer^ that good works are a condition neces- 
sary to obtain salvation itself by the promise of God, but not 
so that any one thereby obtains a right to justification, for 
that is freely given to faith alone in jnstification. But 
first, when men acknowledge that good works are a pre- 
ceding condition necessarily requisite for salvation, and yet 
deny that by works a right is obtained to salvation, they 
clearly shew, either that they do not know what a condition 
is, or else that they are ready to contradict themselves. 
Now a condition, such as we here mean, is the condition of 
a promise, agreement, or covenant; but a promise, agree- 
ment, or covenant, conferà a right to the benefit contained in 
it but only on the performance of the condition, and therefore 
a condition always refers to some right to be obtained. 
Whoever therefore allows that good works are a condition 
necessarily to be performed to the obtaining eternai life, by 
the Divine promise, he by this very aet confesses that a right 
to eternai life cannot be obtained without works. Secondly, 
Whoever denies that a right to salvation can be obtained by 
works, opposes the clear and express testimony of the Holy 
Spirit. For bear what Christ Himself says: "Blessed are Rev.22.14. 
they that do His commandments, that they may have right 
to the tree of life.^^ To this may be added ali those passages 
of the New Testament in which eternai life is clearly declared 
by the Almighty to be justly due to our works. Prom these See2Thes. 
texts we may thus argue. If the reward of eternai life is 6.*io;2Trm. 
due of right to our works, then from our works we obtain a *• ^• 
right to that reward; (such a right certainly as hath its only 
foundation in the gracious covenant of God, through Christ.) 
The terms are correlative; to whom a reward is given of 
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DI ss. right, he hath necessarily a rìght to that reward^ and the 
' converse. 



§ 12. It would be easy to add much more: but lie who 
stili retains bis reason^ and love of tnith, wìll easily see 
from what we have already said^ that our doctrine is dedu- 
cible^ by a consequence clearer than the light^ &om the very 
concessions of our adversaries. And indeed it is veiy 
wonderfiil that they who acknowledge the necessity of 
good Works to attain salvation on the promise of Grod^ should 
be so averse tram our opinion^ that good works are also 
necessarily requìred to justifieation. For by the same argu- 
ments through which they are induced to reject this, they 
must necessarily reject the other also, if they would only be 
consistent with themselves. For why do they deny that 
good Works are necessary to justification ? First, because 
this opinion detracts &om the merits of Christ; secondly, 
because it contradicts St. Paul. But who does not perceìve 
that these arguments equally militate agaìnst the other 
opinions which they support? With respect to the merits 
of Christ, to them our salvation, no less than our justifi- 
cation, is entirely due. Freely are we saved, freely are we 
justified. With respect to St. Paul, it is manifest that the 
Works concerning which he treats are removed by him just 
as far from having any effect in our salvation as in our justi- 
fication. Works which are excluded from either are so from 
both ; this appears from many passages of St. Paul, particu- 
larly from that in the Epistle to Titus, chapter iii., verse 5, 
compared with that in the Epistle to the Ephesians, chapter 
ii., verses 8, 9. But it is now time for us to consider both 
these and other passages of the same nature in the writings 
of that Apostle. 
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CHAP, I. 

THB VARI0V8 8GHEMES OF BlVraSS, FOB BECONCILINO 8T. JAMES AND 
8T. PAUL. — TH08E WHO SUPPOSE 8T. JAMES TO SPEAK OF THB JUSTI- 
FICATION OF MAe's FAITH BBFORE OTHEB MEN, ANJ> NOT BEFOBE OOD, 
BEFUTED. 

§ 1. We have now sufficiently proved the conclusion af chap. 

St. James concemìng the necessity of good works to justifi- 

cation. That being so strongly established and confirmed^ 
it only remains that we should treat of the agreement 
between the two Apostles, St. James and St. Pani. Let us 
bear both. St. James says thus : " Ye see then how that jas. 2. 24. 
by Works a man is jnstified, and not by faith only.'* The 
conclnsion of St. Paul is directly opposite to this: ^^WeRom.a28. 
conclude therefore that a man is justified by feàth without 
the deeds of the law.'' What a diflference do we bere behold ! 
how greatly opposed are they to each other ! 

§ 2. But let not the reader be discouraged ; with a little 
patience he will certainly find these Apostles, though appa- 
rently disagreeing, in the most perfect harmony with each 
other. I will, moreover, venture to promise, however incre- 
dible it may appear, that from what St. Paul hath said con- 
cerning works, I will bring additional proofs for the doctrine 
of St. James, of justification by works. But before we make 
this attempt, it will be useful and almost necessary to con- 
sider first what schemes of reconciliation others bave 
adopted. 

§ 3. In the first place then, many think that St. James 
does not attributo to works the justification in the sight of 
Gt)d of which St. Paul speaks, but only a declaration and 
proof of it before men, which cannot be made by internai 
faith, which is invisible, but by extemal works, which, as the 
outward eflfects of faith, demonstrate the inward cause ; that 
is, they suppose St. Paul to treat of the justification of man 
before God, which is by faith alone; but St. James of the 
justification of man^s faith before other men, which can be 
by works only. And this foolish scheme they attempt to 
prove, principally by two arguments. 
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44 Their arguments who suppose Si. James io speak 

D I s s. § 4. In the first place^ it is evidente they say, firom the 
— ^ — very words of St. James^ " Shew me thy faith by thy works/' 
Is it not plain from hence^ that St. James only means that 
by Works a proof is given of faith to men? What the 
Apostle^ it may be answered, bere says of the proof of faith 
before men, does not complete his principal design^ but is 
only annexed to the leading question of justification before 
Grod : which proves that so far is any one from being justi- 
ficd without Works by faith alone, before God, that not even 
men can be certain (humanly speaking) of another's faith^ 
unless pious acts, the best marks of faith, attest it. We will 
soon establish this truth by some incontestible argomenta. 
Gen. 15. a § 6. Secondly they argue : Abraham is said to be justified 
by the sacrifice of his son Isaac, but before God he had been 
justified long before that, by faith: therefore, justification 
bere signifies a man's being declared just before men, and 
not made so before God. I answer, that this objection is 
built on a false supposition, namely, that justification is, as 
they assert, an instantaneous act, entirely completed at once, 
in a single moment. This can by no means be admitted. For 
justification is a continued act, and only then perfectly 
fimshed, when a man hath entirely, and to the last, fulfiUed 
the condition of that covenant by which he is justified. 
Therefore, although Abraham had been justified before, stili 
he might be said even then also to be justified, when in will, 
at least, he had sacrificed his only son to God. Moreover,. 
he then became a peculiar object of Divine approbsdion, by 
an act of obedience truly admirable, a greater than which 
could hardly be expected of man. And hence I am persuaded 
that this is the very reason why the Apostle dweUs upon this 
act of Abraham's, when he could otherwise bave entered 
more deeply into his subject, by referring to the first origin 
of the matter. For it is certain that Abraham, when he 
was first thought worthy of the Divine favour, approved him- 
self before God, not by faith alone, but by an act of obedi- 
ence by no means trifling, when in obedience to the Divine 
promise he left his father and his father's house, and with 
the greatest cheerfulness entered upon a pilgrimage, long, 
uncertain, and replete with dangers of every kind. The 
H«b.ii.8. author of the Epistle to the Hebrews particularly dwells 
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upon this action of Abraliam^s; and it was indeed an act chap. 

truly heroic, but stili far inferior to the other, when at the '- — 

bidding of God^ he was ready to slay and oSet up in 
sacrifice^ Isaac his son^ his only son^ his best beloved, the son 
of the promise^ the destined heir of the world^ and this too 
by his own hands. When Abraham did this^ he had abnost 
arrived at the highest pitch of obedience^ and had recom* 
mended his obedience to God by a proof which perhaps 
cannot be surpassed ; then too his justification had ali 
but received its final and entire completion. Hence 
St. James affirms that Abraham^ for giving this wonderful 
proof of his obedience to God, was called the friend of God. 
The Apostle undoubtedly alludes (as Grotius in his first 
annotations on this passage has aptly remarked) to Gen. xxii. 
ver. 16, and the foUowing verses, where God makes a new 
covenant with Abraham because he had not spared his son 
through his love to God, confirming it by an oath^, and thus 
received him into a. higher degree of friendship. 

§ 6. Should these arguments appear rather obscure, yet I 
trust those by which we shall soon prove the absurdity of 
this interpretation of St. James, wiU be clearer than the light 
itself. We say then, that this interpretation is both absurd 
in itself, and at the same time inconsistent with, or rather 
diametrically repugnant to, the very words of St. James. It 
is absurd in itself, and has not even the appearance of truth. 
For who, in that age, was so mad, as to contend with the 
Apostle, that a man was justified, that is, declared just in the 
s^ht trf men, by faith alone ? since faith, it is generally 
allowed, is an internai action, only produced in the heart, 
and therefore being whoUy removed fipom human observance, 
can shew itself by its extemal eflfects alone, by fruits agree- 
able to its nature. 

§ 7. In the next place, this comment is repugnant to the 
very words of the Apostle. Por, first, it must be observed 
that while the Apostle denies man to be justified by faith 
alone, he allows it to be by faith in part. *^ By works, and 
not by faith only." Now if justification is taken to mean a 
declaration of righteousness, it is plain that a man cannot be 
justified by faith at ali. For a man is justified in the sight 

* How greatìy this oatli is to be valued, see Heb. vi. 18, &c 
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46 Stich an opinion cantrary to the Apostle's words. 

D I s s. of other men by works alone^ and not by faith in anj measure^ 

■ — for thÌ8 escapes human notice, being an internai action^ while 

the former only are objects of our senses. Secondly, What 
if thÌ8 interpretation produce fipom the Apostle's words an 
evident solecism ? For if it be true that St. James is bere to 
be understood as speaking of the justification of our faith 
before men, then bis conclusion, " Ye see then how that by 
Works a man is justified, and not by faith only/ must be thus 
understood : Ye see that the faith of a man is justified by 
Works, and not by faith alone. What can be more absurd, 
and more unworthy of such an Apostle? Thirdly, This in- 
terpretation is well refuted by these words of the fourteenth 
verse : " What doth it profit, my brethren, though a man 
say he hath faith, and bave not works ; can faith save him ?" 
Is it not hence evident that the Apostle is speaking of the 
aeceptance of man to salvation with God, and not of the 
approbation of man with other men ? Fourthly, St. James, 
as we bave elsewhere shewn*, means the same thing by 
being jtistifiedy and being called the friend of God. He 
is speaking, therefore, of a justification similar to that by 
which a man is admitted into the favoiu* and firiendship of 
God. Fifthly, and lastly, to be justified is used by St. James 
KaytCtaBcu in the samc sense as io be imputed for righteousness is in 
Tòrnv^ the other Scriptures, ver. 23. But who ever supposed this 
expression of the imputation of righteousness by God Him- 
self, to signify the declaration of a man's righteousness among 
bis fellow creatures ? I conclude, therefore, that this inter- 
pretation of St. James is palpably absurd, and therefore to 
be rejected. 

CHAP. II. 

THEIR OPINION GON8IDEBED, WHO SUPPOSE ST. PAUL TO SPEAK OF A TRUE 

AND LIVELT FAITH, BUT ST. JAMES OF A FALSE AND FEIGNED ONE. 

THIS OYEBTURNED BT YABIOUS ABOUMENTS, AND THE OBJECTIONS OF 
THIS PARTY ANSWEEED. 

§ 1. A SECOND idea for the purpose of this reconciliation 
supposes there is in the word faith a doublé meaning. 
St. Paul, say its supporters, speaks of a true and lively faith> 

• Diss. I. 5. 
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That 8t. Paul speaks ofa true and livelyfaith ; 47 
which is efficacìous by works : St. James of one false^ feigned^ CH A p. 



and in fact, dead^ "which is only a shadow, a resemblance of ■ 
faith, and not a trae faith. No wonder then that St. Paul 
ascribes to a lively faitb^ that justification which St. James 
denies to a dead one. 

§ 2. Before we treat of this opinion, we must remark that 
many unite this interpretation with the foregoing one, so that 
in comparing the words of St. James with St. Paul, they 
suppose two doublé meanings, one in the word just^cation, 
which with St. Paul means the justification of man before 
Grod, but with St. James stands for the declaration of a 
man's righteousness before other men. The second, in the 
word faith^ which with St. Paul means a lively faith, but 
with St. James a dead one. How confased, inconsistente 
and contradictory to itself is ali this ! For if justification 
be, in St. James, the declaration of a man's faith in the 
sight of other men, and at the same time if he means by 
the word faith, a false and dead faith, does it not follow 
that the Apostle says a false and dead faith is declared 
before men by good works? What can be more absurd? 
However, this observation being remembered, we wiU proceed 
to examine this second interpretation alone, and distinct from 
the former. 

§ 3. As to what they say concerning the faith meant by 
St. James being a dead faith, and without works, we will 
grant it upon this condition : that they on their parts shall 
allow that ali faith by itself is dead, and only receives its 
Hfe from Works, that is, that without works it is of no avail 
with God as to our salvation, as the Apostle openly teaches. 
But this our adversaries will not do, for they think that there 
is a certain kind of faith which has in itself a power of 
justifying for which it is in no respect indebted to works, 
although it cannot be separated from them. Their meaning 
then is, that St. James speaks of such a faith as is imperfect 
in its kind, and not possessed of the true nature of faith .* 
in a word, which is only a resemblance of faith, and not 
faith itself. 

§ 4. But how greatly does their interpretation dififer from 
the words of the Apostle ! For first, St. James approves of 
the faith concerning which he «peaks, ver. 19 : " Thou be- 
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48 bui 8t. Jameè of a false andfeiffned one. 

DISK, lievest there is one Gk)d, thou doest well." Therefore he cau- 
li 
'• — not be understood as speaking of a pretended faith. Secondly, 

8ecver.24. The faith of which the Apostle speaks, he allows, does in part 
justify a man. Sut by a pretended and untrae faith^ no 
man can be said to be justified in any degree whatever. To 
this ParsBus^ answers^ ''that the Apostle does not affirm^ but 
deny^ that faith alone justifies ; that is^ a solitary faith^ without 
Works; neither does he divide justification between works 
and faith^ but attributes it entirely to works^ and denies it 
entirely to faith ; aad therefore he does not say^ Ye see that 
by Works also^ but^ Ye see that by works a man is justified^ 
and not by faith only,*' An admirable answer certainly! 
ior first the Apostle does not say that faith ahnej or which is 
alone, does not justify, but, it only does not justify, " not by 
faith only/' And secondly, if for the adverb only, you 
put the adjective alone, we are just where we were^for 
then it will appear that the Apostle teaches that the faith of 
which he speaks, justifies when united with works, but does 
not when aloae, and without works. Now this can in no 
sense be said of a false and feigned faith. I should certainly 
be astonished at what Parseus asserts, that St. James attri* 
butes justification entirely to works, did I not recollect that 
the leamed man understood St. James as speaking only of 
justification before men. But if any one in his senses can 
thìnk so now, after what has been said to the contrary, I am 
persuaded he is determined to be blind. Thirdly, It is 
evident &om the following consideration, that the Apostle 
denies, not only that a false, but even that a true faith has 
alone the office of justifying. That faith which was in 
Abraham, undoubtedly was a true faith, and not a mere 

SeeveE.21. Tvesemblance : but this very faith of Abraham could not 
justify him without works, for he is said to be justified by 
works. Fourthly, and lastly. The Apostle expressly speaks 
of that faith which sometimes co-operates with works, and by 

See va*. 22. works is assisted towards its end, that is, justification, which 
cannot be applied to a false faith, We bave already vindi- 
cated this verse from bad interpretations ». I briefly therefore 
conclude thus : St. James is plainly arguing of that faith to 

' Explicat. dubiorum, e. 3. ad B'Om. < Diss. I. vi 4, &e. 
dub, 9. in resp. ad obj. S, 
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which nothing is wantìng but good works, and which, if they e H a p. 

be added to it, will certainly render a man acceptable with ^li 

God^ and place him in a state of salvation. But a false faith 
is imperfect in its nature, it cannot be added to good works, 
and if it could, would not tberefore become a true faith. 

§ 5. Let US now tum to tbose arguments by which our 
adversaries endeavour to support theirinterpretation. They 
produce two only which deserve consideration. First then, 
they object that the Apostle speaks of such a faith as may be 
found in the very devila, and therefore must not be understood 
as speaking of the true faith. To this I answer : It is most 
certain ; since both the Apostle so testifies, and reason itself 
confirms it, that the assent and faith of devils are true, that is, 
not feigned. But this faith is of no advantage to them, be- 
cause it doth not produce love in them. The cause of which 
perhaps is both because they know themselves to be excluded 
from the grace of the Gospel by an irreversible decree, and 
because their nature is so perfectly depraved, that even should 
the hope of pardon be given, it would perhaps be impossible 
for them to love God, and to be inclined to any good act. 
The force therefore of the Apostle's arginnent is this : The 
very devils have faith and assent, to whom this faith is yet of 
no advanti^e, because it does not produce piety in them ; by 
parity of reasoning, you, whoever you may be, who trust in 
your faith, wiU, like them, reap no advantage from it except 
to your faith you add works. You will allego that real faith 
is at least a real virtue, which even those will allow who deny 
that it is by itself su£Scient to justifioation ; but in devils no 
real virtue can be found, and therefore no real faith. But 
this may be easily answered. Por the very same faith which 
in man is a virtue, as it exists in devils is entirely deficient in 
that quality'*. And for a very evident reason; the object of 
faith, or thing to be believed, is known by devils, with such 
strong and indisputable evidence, that they must believe 
through invincible necessity, and therefore in their belief 
there is nothing praiseworthy or virtuous. But faith is not 
produced in man after the same manner ; for although the 
objects of faith are proposed to us as very credible, and con- 
firmed by arguments of such a kind as may abundantly convince 

^ See Estius, b. iii. ^st 23. sec. 5. 

BULL. E 
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DI ss. xninds which are impartiàl, dìspositions not biassed*; these 
— ^-^ — objects of faith are however not iirged upon us by an evidence 
whicb cannot be resisted. For tben, among the heaners of 
the Gospel tbere would be no unbelievers, when alas ! there 
are far too many. This liberty of believing, in man^ makes 
that faitb in him a virtue, and a praiseworthy act of obedi- 
ence^ wbich in devila 'deserves no praise, because they bave 
no such liberty. This answer derives no little support fi^m 
St. James himself, who praises in man that faith wliich he 
allows may be found in devils. " Thou believest there is one 
God, thou doest well /' that is, this faith is a virtue deserving 
of praise, but it is not sufficient, it will not secare salvation, 
except the works of love be added to it. 

§ 6. The other objection is taken from the 17th, 20th, and 
26th verses of this chapter ; A dead faith is not a true faith : 
but the faith against which St. James argues, is by him 
ealled a dead faith: therefore, &c. I answer: It seems a 
strange matter, that leamed men should use such an argu- 
ment, since there is no passage of St. James whicb more 
clearly overtums their whole interpretation. This every one 
must perceive, who shall impartially consider the 26th verse. 
"As the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without 
Works is dead also." For bere observe, in the first place : 
when faith without works is said by St. James to be dead, 
the word dead does not refer so much to the nature of faith, 
as to its eflFect ; that is, he does not mean that faith without 
works is not a true faith, but that such a faith has no 
eflFect, that is, is of no avail with God, and does not pro- 
mote the justification or salvation of man. This clearly ap- 
pears from the fourteenth verse compared with the seventeenth, 
where/ai/A that cannot save, and faith that is dead, mean the 
same thing. This also is stili more manifest from verses 16 
and 17 : where, in the simile used by the Apostle, the words, 
"what doth it profit," are opposed to " faith is dead.*' Secondly, 
it must be observed that the Apostle does not say, As a man 
without the spirit is dead, but ''as the body without the 
spirit is dead:" and thus this ftivolous objection of some 
vanishes. — A dead man is not a man, but only the corpse 

* Vide Thom. Bradward. de Causa lìb. ii. in fine, and the Schoolmen gene- 
Dei, lib. i. cap. 1. Coroll. par. 32. p. 59. rally, 
et Grotius de Verit. Religionìs Christ. 
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of a man ; so a dead faith is not faitb^ but only the corpse e H a p. 
of faith. For the Apostle does not compare dead faith — il: — 
with a dead man, but only with a dead body. As, therefore, 
a dead body is truly and properly ti body, so a dead faith is 
truly and properly faith : but a dead body can do nothing, 
can exercise no action of life ; so likewise a dead faith can do 
no good, and contribute nothing towards the salvation of man. 
Thirdly, the body, if it be animated by the spirit, becomes a 
living body, and performs the fiinctions of life ; so the faith of 
which St. James speaks becomes, when works are added to 
it, a lively faith, and contributes to salvation, which none in 
their senses can assert of a false faith, since to such faith is 
wanting the true nature of faith, which it cannot obtain of 
Works. In short, that which is not a true body never can be 
united to a soul, neither by its means can the soul exercise 
the functions of life. In the scune manner, it is utterly im- 
possible that good wcffks should be added to that faith which 
is not a true one. Fourthly and lastly, firom the simile of 
St. James this at least is manifest, that good works perform 
the same office to faith in matters respecting justification and 
salvation, as the soul does to the body in what respects life ; 
that is, as it is through the spirit that the body lives and per- 
forms the functions of life, so it is through good works that 
faith lives, that is, promotes our salvation. For since these 
expressions '^ faith is dead,^^ "cawnot aave,'^ '^can profit 
nothing,*' ali signify the same thing, as we bave just shewn, 
it foUows of course, that the expreasions opposed to these, " a 
faith that lives,'' *^^profits," "works out salvation," bave also 
the same meaning. 

§ 7. One may weU wonder what those who t€>ach that faith 
is the only instrument of justification, and that works effect 
nothing in this matter, bave to oppose to ali thi& But bear injac.2.26. 
Cam^ron. And — 

Si Pergama destra 
Defendi possent, etiam hàc defensa fuìssent. 

In the first place he asks witìi some ìndignation whether 
those who strictly press this aimile of St. James, wiU say, 
that " as the spirit is the cause of Ufe to the body, so wcMcks 
are the cause of faith ?" But the leamed gentleman is frivo- 
I0U8 on this point. For it is not necessary for those who 

E 2 
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DI ss. say that the spirit is the cause of life to the body, to aflarm 
— ^ — that Works are the cause of faith ; besides, if they did, 



they would abuse the Àpostle's simile. For St. James 
neither says nor hints, that the spirit is the cause of the 
body, but of life to the body. By similar reasoning, works 
are not the cause of faith, but the cause of life to faith : that 
is, they cause the faith of a man to promote his justifica- 
tion, and work out his salvation, which by itself, and with- 
out Works, it could never perform. And we hesitate not to 
assert this, since St. James himself teaches the same. Cameron 
proceeds to ask, " Shall we next say that works give motion to 
faith, as the spirit does to the body ?" Yes to be sure : for 
that motion of faith by which it approaches salvation is owing 
to works, without which faith cannot save a man. And this 
Seever.i4 too is expressly taught by St. James. At last this leamed 
man concludes with this argument : " It is very true that 
the Apostle says faith co-operates with works, but that the 
body co-operates with the soul no man in his senses ever 
said." I answer, in the first place, if we allow the whole 
argument, what would be the consequence ? only this, that 
the Apostle's simile is not perfectly exact : in which there is 
nothing wonderful, for few similes can be found so perfect 
and accurate as to fail in no point. It was sufficient for the 
Apostle's simile, that it excellently explained his principal 
intention, which was to shew that faith by itself would not 
efiect salvation, but with the addition of works it would 
attain its end; namely, salvation: evidently in the same 
manner as the body is dead, and can execute nothing without 
the soul, but the spirit being added to it, it lives, and can 
perform the actions of life. But in the next place, what 
absurdity, I wonder, would there be, if any one should say 
that the body co-operates with the soul: must he be instantly 
put into a strait waistcoat ? That the body in a certain sense 
does co-operate with the soul, no sensible man will deny. 
For although the soul be the spring and source of ali action, 
stili the body co-operates with the soul, and is added to it as 
an instrument, which the soul uses in most of its actions, 
and without which it is impossible it should perform them. 
Thus the eye, band, foot, and other members of the body, 
obey the soul, as instruments in performing those actions 
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which belong to the several members : neither can the soul C H a P. 

exercise the function of seeing, walking, &c., without the co 5L — 

operation of the eye, foot, &c. : so that in this point also the 
resemblance holds. For although love be that virtue, which 
in the matter of salvation God chiefly regards, and which 
only, according to the gracious covenant of God, attracts 
salvation by a necessary connection, yet even this love must 
be joined to faith ; since without it, it is impossible to please 
God. Stili as the body is so subjected to the soul in action Heb. ii.e. 
as to bave in itself no power which it does not borrow from 
the soul, so faith co-operates with love to salvation in such a 
manner, that alone and by itself it has no power in promoting 
salvation, but only so far as it is perfected by love. But we bave 
already taken too much pains with such a trivial objection. 

§ 8. I will therefore add only one more observation, which 
may be of more use ; namely, that from this simile of the 
Apostle's may be established that distinction of faith, which 
our moderns so greatly blame, merely because used by the 
Roman Catholics, into imperfect and perfected, I much " in/ormia 
wish that ali the other distinctions of the Schoolmen were as ^^.»» 
agreeable to the Scriptures. Por imperfect faith is, in the 
meaning of the Apostle, as an inanimate body, and perfected 
faith as a body animated. Thus in both cases the faith is a 
true one, as in both the body is real ; but as an inanimate body 
can do nothing, so faith, not animated by good works, cannot 
promote salvation. The moderation therefore of the excel- 
knt Bucer deserves our praise, who thought that in this we 
had no fault to find with the Roman Catholics. I hesitate 
not to quote bis words, as they are very well worth our 
notice. They are &om bis notes on Psalm xi. ^'I cannot in Psain. 
but wish those had a sounder judgment who in this our age gentorat' 
have given so much trouble with this paradox, ' We are saved 
by faith alone -/ while it is carried to such a pitch as if righte- 
ousness were completed by a mere state of mind. What kind 
of charity then is that, which refuses to remedy this evil even 
by one little word ? so that they might have said, We are 
justified hj perfected faith; or by faith we obtain the incli- 
nation to good works, and therefore righteousness ; or faith 
is the foundation and root of a good life, as Augustine said, 
for no one must be scandalized at the truth." Properly to 
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n I s S. understand thìs distitiction, it must be observed that whea 

il the Apostle makes works the form of faith^ th^ are con- 

sidered by him in their root^ that is^ not 80 much in their 
outward effect^ as in their inirard affections, snch as a good 
intention^ and love^ which is as much the substance of faith 
as the soni is of the body^ so far at least as faith jnstifies. 
For St. James pereeived that faith without the will to act^ is 
dead, just as the body without the soul is dead. — ^And thus 
much of the second interpretation of St. James. 



CHAP. III. 

THE THIRD OPINION CON8IDEBED 18 THEIRS WBO, TO ftECONGILB ST. JAMES 

AMD ST. PAUL, DIVIDE JU8TIPICATION INTO THE FIRST AND SECOKD. ^IT 

IS SHOBTLT PROVED THAT THIS OPINION IS BOTR FALSB AND AI^O B£- 
PUQNANT TO THE BEASONING OF THB APOSTLES. — THE SAMB SHEWlf OF 
THE OPINION OF PLACiEUS CONCEBNING THE TWOFOIJ) ACCUSATION, 
* FBOM WHICH WE ABB ACCIUITTED AND FBEED IN JUSTIFICATION. 

§ 1. The third method of reconeiliation which we shall 
briefly consider is theirs who, by dividing justification into 
the first and seconda suppose they can easily remove the 
apparent disagreement between the Apostles. These lay 
down that the beginning of justification, according to 
St. Paul, is obtained by faith alone without works, but the 
continuation, perfection, and completing of it, is only dona 
by Works, and this is ali that St. James insists on. Most 
writers of the Roman Catholic Church greatly esteeìn this in- 
terpretation, and certain Reformed divines allow it when ac- 
commodated to their sense. I say, when accommodated to their 
sense, because the Roman Catholics mean by their first justi- 
fication, the infusion of the first grace, which is produced 
by that faith wherewith the heart is purified. But the Re- 
formers by their first justification, mean the first entrance 
of a man into the favour and friendship of God, which they 
suppose St. Paul teaches is to be obtained by faith alone. 

§ 2. But indeed this distinction in both cases is grounded 
on a false supposition, and is contradictory to the meaning 
of both the Apostles. The Roman Catholics are wrong, be- 
cause they take it for granted that the word justification in 
the writings of St. Paul means the infusion of habitual grace, 



Digitized by 



Google 



Thi8 écheme contrary to the design ofboth Apostles. 55 

which they never can prove that it ever does. The Re- chap. 
formers, on the other hand^ are wrong because they suppose — — t — 
a man to receive the first justification by faith alone without 
Works, which cannot be allowed. Por no man, as we have 
already proved by indisputable arguments, can obtain even 
this first grace of justification, who hath not performed the 
Works of repentance. I will not however deny that the 
Works which precede the first justification are much less and 
fewer than those which follow it. For after justification, 
God, in token of His great love, pours upon us a greater 
measiire of His Spirit, by which we are enabled to perform 
great and excellent works; and thus they who had been 
just, become in the highest senso holy, as Grotius^ eie- ù'>vn^ 
gantly expresses it. And in this senso, as he also well*^^"^^^" 
observes^, must be understood many things which the 
ancients have saìd conceming justification by faith alone, 
and especially that saying of Augustine^s, which is in every 
one's mouth, ^' Good works follow a justified person, but do 
not precede him that is to be justified.^^ Augustine is cer- 
tainly not to be understood of every work, but of a long 
continuance of works, so that his meaning may be this : the 
Works which precede justification are less and fewer than 
those which follow it. Without some explanatìon of this 
kind, that maxim so often used, will with diflSculty be freed 
from an evident falsehood. 

§ 3. It now only remains for us to shew that this scheme 
of reconciliation, as understood both by Reformed and 
Boman Catholic divines, is contrary to the design and in- 
tention of both Apostles. St. James, so far from allowing 
the first justification to be owing to faith alone, without 
works, utterly rejects faith by itself as a foolish thing, use- 
less, and entirely dead. Neither does this idea any better 
apply to what St. Paul says. It is clear from the whole train 
of his reasoning, that he removes the works of which he 
speaks, not only from the fiirst, but the second justification, 
and therefore, as we have already shewn", from salvation 
itself. This third method of reconciliation therefore is equally 
unfortunate. 

'' Vot. prò pace, p. 22. Art. 4. 

* In Annot in Consult. Cassan. ad •" Diss. I. vi. 12. 
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D I s S. § 4. The last opinion which now remains^ is that which 



I find greatly pleased that learned man, Placaeus, and I am 
not sure whether it be not peculiar to him. He thus explains 
it°. '^ Justification is opposed to accusation; two charges 
are laid against us at the divine judgment-seat. First, it is 
objected that we are sinners, that is, have violated the cove- 
nant of the law ; seeondly, that we are unbelievers, that is, 
have not performed the eondition of the covenant of grace, 
namely, faith. Prom the first accusation we are justified by 
faith alone, throngh which we embrace the grace and righte- 
ousness of Christ ; from the latter, by works, which are the 
proofs of faith. St. James, regarding the latter accusation, 
properly asserts that man is justified by works and not by 
faith alone ; but St. Paul, regarding the first, contends that 
man is justified by faith onìj." — Thus far he. But (not to 
speak of other points in this opinion deservedly worthy of 
reprehension) the learned man is mistaken both in his state- 
ment and in his assumption. For he first asserts that faith is 
the whofe and only eondition of the Gospel covenant, and that 
Works are only to be regarded as signs and proofs of faith, ali 
which has been already proved erroneous ; and secondly, he 
assumes that works are admitted by St. James, as necessary to 
the latter justification, and faith by St. Paul, as sufficient for 
the first ; both of which we have seen are far from the truth, 
and with respect to St. Paul shall soon most fully prove it. 
Thus this last opinion does not take away any part of the diffi- 
culty. Let us then seek for a better. 

CHAP. IV. 

THE TBUE METHOD OF IffiMaVINO THIS DIFFICULTY.: — 8T.. PAUL TO BE 

XNTEBPREIBD FBOM ST.. JA1CE8, AND NOT ST. JAMES FBOM ST. PAUL. 

ST. PAUL USES THE WORDS FAITH AND WOBKS WITH DIFFEBENT MEAN- 

INGS. WHAT HE MEANS BY FAITH.. — THAT WITH HIM FAITH IS ALL THE 

OBEDIENCE BEQUIEED BY THE GOSPEL, CLEABLY ABGUED. AND FBOVED. 

THE CONTBABY OPINION OF OBOTIUS BEFUTED. 

§ 1. Having considered the methods proposed to recon- 
cile St. James vrith St. Paul, and having rejected them for 
most manifest reasons, it is now time to explain the true 
solution of this difficulty. 

" Theses Theolog. Salmur. voi. i. de Justif., Thes. 41. p. 35. 
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§ 2. And first^ &om what we have already saìd^ this may e H a p. 

be laid down as a foundation : that it is more agreeable to '■ — 

reason to explain St. Paul by St. James than the contrary. 
For besides that the words of St. James are so very express^ 
clear^ and evidente that he who hesitates about theur sense 
may well be said to seek a knot in a bukush; it also de- 
serves particular attention^ that many of the aneients^ and 
among them Augustine^ supposed this Epistle of St. James^ 
vfith the first of St. John^ that of St. Jude^ and the second of 
St. Peter, to have been written against those who, wrongly 
interpreting St. Paul^s Epistles, held that faith without good 
Works were sufficient for salvation. Which opinion is greatly 
confirmed by St. Peter, whcre he says that in the Epistles of 2Pet.ai6 
St. Paul may be found some things hard to be understood, 
which by bad men are perverted to the worst sense, and to 
their own destruction. Por eertainly, if you attend to the 
subject, you will find no doctrine in the Epistles of St. Paul 
which is more liable to false interpretations, or which, indeed,. 
from the first ages of Christianity to the present, has suffered 
more, than this very dispute concerning justification by faitb 
alone without works. What adds a farther degree of proba- 
bihty is, that St. James uses the same example of Abraham, 
to prove Works are required for justification, from which 
St. Paul in the whole of the fourth chapter of bis Epistle to 
the Bomans deduces that man is justified by faith without 
Works. 

§ 3. However this may be, the meaning of St. James is 
clear, and whatever obscurity or difficulty there is, must be 
looked for in the Epistles of St. Paul. This difiiculty of St. 
Paul's words must rest either in the term justification or in 
the word faith, or in the word works. With respect to the word 
jttstification we have already fiilly shewn**, I think, that in 
the writings of St. Paul it signifies the action of God, as a 
judge, acquitting man, pronouncing him just, and accepting 
him to the reward of eternai life. Concerning this there is 
no dispute : the diflSculty then must be in the word faith, 
or Works. In reality, St. Paul uses each word with a 
dilFerent meaning upon different occasions, which we shall 
now prove. 

o Diis. I. i. 6. 
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DI s s. § 4. First, then, we must enquire what St, Paul meaus by 
the word faith. The answer which we have before given to 



thìs question we shall here more largely explain and demon- 
strate. Faith, then, to which justìfication is attributed by 
St. Paul, is not to be understood as one single virtue, but 
denotes the whole condition of the Gospel covenant, that is, 
comprehends in one word ali the works of Christian piety. 
Por ZegerusP rightly observes : " Absolute and perfect £sdth, 
of which firequent mention is made in Scripture, is that by 
which we not only believe there is a God, but also by be- 
lieving in Him with truly pious affections we approach to 
God, and feel ourselves dependant on Him. And this word 
unites in its meaning, hope, charity, and good works.'^ And 
he adds, ^' it ought therefore to be observed, that wherever 
St. Paul or other sacred writers attributo justification/ 
salvation, life, and the like, to faith, they speak of a faith 
lively and perfect, that is, such as includes hope, charity, 
and good works." 

§ 5. If we prove this point, we shall find less difficulty with 
the other passages of St. Paul. And first, it is very evident 
from the comparison of several passages with each other, in 

Gal. 6. 6. which St. Paul may be bis own interpreter : ^^ For in Jesus 
Christ neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor uncir- 

Gai. 6. 16. cumcision, but faith which worketh by love;" and, "In Christ 
Jesus neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor uncircum- 

iCor.7.19. cision, but a new creature;" "Circumcision is nothing, and 
imdrcumcision is nothing, but the keeping of the command- 
ments of God." Who, after reading these verses, will any 
longer doubt what St. Paul means by faith ? Assuredly it is 
clearer than light itself, that the faith to which St. Paul 
attributes justification is only that which worketh by love, 
which is the same as a new creature ; which, in short, con- 
tains in itself the observance of the commandments of God. 
To this add those passages where St. Paul explains faith by 

Rom.10.16. obedience. Thus, " But they have not ali obeyed the Gospel, 
for Esaias saith. Lord, who hath beUeved our report ?" Who 

vt<rr({>€ty. docs not hcrc perceive that to believe and to obey the 

ùiroucoófiy Gospcl siguify the same with St. Paul. But if any one 

yt?d^' doubts what St. Paul means by obeying the Gospel, let him 

P In Praef. ad Annot. ad Ep. Pauli. 
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consult the fifteenth chapter of bis Epìstle to the Romana^ chap. 
verse 18^ ^here that expression is explained by obedience in 



— j , — ^ — — ^ ^^ — 

word and deed. Hence we frequently read of the obedience k^, » " 
offaithy that is, the obedience that arises from faith. «rrc»». 

§ 6. This also is veiy clear, that the Àpostle places no vaine Compare 
on faith, when he speaks of it by itself and separated from i6;"^i9!*26; 
love; '^And thongh I bave ali faith, and bave not charity, I ^^J* g!*' 
am nothing/^ The objection which some make, that St. aiso i Pet. 
Paul bere speaks only of the faith of miracles, and not of 
perfect faith, is very frivolons. For, first, he expressly speaks 
of ali kinds of faith: "Thongh I bave ali faith/" So fl«i Cor. 13.2. 
knowledge stands for knowledge of every kind ; and so ali 
tribtélation. Secondly; the faith of miracles is the bighest 2 Cor. 1.4. 
degree of faith possible, neither is there any faith considered 
merely as such, and separated from charity, greater, or more 
excellent than it. For wboever so beartily beUeves in the 
Gospel of Chrìst, and trusts in Him, as by means of this faith 
to he able to perform the greatest miracles, snrely bis faith 
and confìdence bave reached the bighest pitch. When there- 
fore our adversaries allow that faith of miracles, considered 
by itself, has no weight with God, they at the same time con- 
fess that there ean be no simple faith which at ali contrìbutes 
to the salvation of man. The Apostle's meaning is very clear : 
If I had ali kind of faith, even to that degree by which 
miracles are performed, nay, farther stili, not only such as to 
perform miracles of an inferior nature, but those also of the 
greatest consequence, as the removing an immense moun- 
tain, yet I am notbing, that is, nothing in point of grace, 
as Aquinas ; or, as Cajetan observes, nothing with respect to 
communion with God, or, in short, which is the same tbing, 
this faith will not profit me in obtaining eternai life, unless 
I add charity to it. Tliirdly ; I think none will deny that 
St. Paul bere is speaking only of true and Gospel love, 
and not of any kind of charity. To compare which with dead 
gifts would be bestowing on it cold praise indeed. It is 
saying nothing to prefer true love to unsound knowledge, to 
lying prophecy, or to a false faith. This, as Erasmus well in loc.. 
remarks, would be the same as if any one, wisbing to magnify 
the strengtb of a bull, should compare him to a dead lion^ 
òr to one deprived of teeth and paws. It is certain, then,, 
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DI ss. that the Apostle^ desirous of ìmpressing us with the great 
— ^ — value of love, compares it with the true and perfeet gifts of 



the Spirit, knowledge, prophecy, and faith. Fourthly, and 
lastly ; the Apostle, in the last verse of the chapter, is allowed 
by ali to speak of true and real faith. We must therefore 
suppose him to speak of the same in the beginning, since the 
argument is continued throughout, or otherwise we shall 
make the Apostle reason sophistically. 

§ 7. A great dispute hence arìses^ Can true faith bepossibly 
separated from love ? I bave, for my own part, not the least 
doubt of it. There are most manifest reasons from this very 
passage. For first, (as we bave elsewbere observed,) the con- 
trary opinion makes the supposition of the Apostle absurd^. 
Secondly, it is certain that knowledge and prophecy, which 
he ranks with faith, may be separated from love. But to 
speak plainly, I consider this point of dispute altogether irre- 
levant to our present subjeet. For whether you suppose true 
faith to be inseparably conneeted with love, or the contrary, 
this at least is evident fix)m the words of the Apostle, that no 
faith can aid the salvation of man, unless it be such as is, and 
so far as it is, perfected by love. It is moreover evident, that 
the same faith, which if it eould be separated from love, would 
profit nothing, even when united with love, has no influence 
of its own, neither any power or virtue to justify, which it 
does not owe to love. But this by the way. 

§ 8. Lastly, it appears that the faith to which St. Paul 
attributes justification includes obedience in it, from this 
consideration, that he himself elsewhere states that obedience 

Rom.2.13. to the precepts of God is necessary to justification: ^'For 
not the hearers of the law are just before God ; but the doers 
of the law shall be justified -/' and that bere he restrains the 
law to those precepts which are moral, those, namely, which are 
of universal and perpetuai obligation, appears from the whole 
context of the passage. The Apostle insists, in express words, 
that the observance of this law is entirely necessary to jus- 
tification. Here Calvin, and others after him, object that 

In loc. St. Paul in this passage argues upon bis opponent^s principles, 
and not accurately and according to the truth of the subjeet 
itself. Calvin's words are these : " The Apostle urges this judg- 

' See Diss. I. iv. 3. 
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ment of the law against the Jews only, because they could not CH A p. 

be justified by the law except they fulfilled the law; if they — 

transgressed it, a eurse was instantly ready for them/^ A little 
before he indignantly uses these expressions, accordìng to his 
custom : " Whoever abuses this passage to erect upon it the 
righteousness of works, deserves even the scom of boys." Ex- 
pressions of this kind might indeed be rather expected from a 
boy than from so great a man. For although in these words we 
readily allow that the Apostle is ainùng principally at the Jews, 
who were greatly elated by the knowledge of this eternai law 
more clearly revealed to them than to others, and so rested 
satisfied with the bare knowledge of it, as if that alone were 
sufficient for their salvation ; stili we doubt not but that these 
words belong indiscriminately to ali who wish to be justified, 
and are blessed with the same knowledge of that law, and they 
are said upon the strictest principles of truth, and not those 
of the opponent. The reasons appear from the text. For 
first, if as the Apostle says, " God will render to every man Rom. 2. 
ficeording to his deeds. To them who by patient continuance ^'** 
in well-doing seek for glory and honour and immortality, 
eternai life : but unto them that are contentious and do not 
obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, indignation and 
wrath, tribulation and anguish upon every soni of man that 
doeth evil, of the Jew first, and also of the Gentile; but 
glory, honour, and peace, to every man that worketh good, 
to the Jew first, and also to the Gentile;" if, I say, these 
opinions are not said upon the opponent^s principles, but are 
true for ali men, then they must be applied to ali, and not to 
the Jews only ; and who will attempt to deny this ? Then 
undoubtedly the words of the thirteenth verse must be un- 
derstood in the same manner, since by the particle /or, they 
are connected with what had gone before ; neither do they 
assert any thing more than what is contained in them. Bucer 
therefore rightly observes', "that this verse depends upon the 
former one, ^God will reward every one according to his 
Works.' For hence it foUows, that God will bestow eternai 
life upon those who do the law, those, that is, who sincerely 
desire its performance/' Calvin's idea, that justification is 
here treated of upon an impossible condition, i. e. if any one 

f Inloc. p. 110. ed. 1562. 
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DI ss. sbould perform the law, is clearly refiited by the sixteentli 

• — verse, which ali interpreterà unite with the thirteenth verse, 

the rest being included in a parenthesis. For there it is said 

that the justification of the doers of the law will actually and 

really take place at the day of judgment. Let any one who 

doubts this, read and weigh without favour or partiality the 

whole passage, and it will be strange if he does not allow 

that this is the very meaning of St. Paul. You may say 

perhaps, Can any one then perform the law of God? here 

Bucer shall give the answer. " As in the preceding verses 

to do good or evil meant to act with a good or evil dei^gn, to 

be attentive and diligent, so to do the law, or be a performer 

of it, is nothing else than to dedicate one's self to the law, 

and to meditate upon it, to exist in it, for the purpose of con- 

forming our whole life to it. This evidently is what God 

Compare every where requires in His law." In a word, this opinion 

lo^rGai* ^f ^^' Paurs is the same with that of St. James, which applies 

j' ^*SL 8- ^^*^ greater force to Christians. " Be ye doers of the law, 

1. 22. ' and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves.'^ To which 

Mat. 7. the words of Christ Himself may be added. Before I dismiss 

John^u. *^^^ remarkable passage, it may be proper to repeat what the 

21 ; 13. learned Estius hath said upon it. " It evidently appears'' 

{he says) " that St. Paul hath designedly recommended with 

such force good works as indispensably necessary to justifi- 

cation and eternai life, that he might forewam his reader, 

lest by not properly comprehending his teaching which fol- 

lows, where he shews justification to be of faith without 

Works, he should be offended through misunderstanding 

him, and should fall into some error." Thus far assuredly I 

«ntirely agree with him, being persuaded that this was really 

done by the great providence of God. 

§ 9. In my opinion there is another passage where St. Paul 
«xpressly states obedience to the commands of God to be 
ltom.6.16. necessary to justification: ^^Know ye not that to whom ye 
yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are to whom 
ye obey, whether of sin unto death^, or of obedience unto 
righteousness ?" Here Parseus supposes there is a rhetori- 
cal figure called hypallage, and that the words, of obedience 
io Hghteousness, are put for of righteousness to obedience, 
But I confess I cannot at ali perceive the necessity for this 
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figure^ and besides^ such a change takes away a manifest chap. 

antithesìs in St. Paul's words. For there is no naturai op — 

position between obedience and death; and I think that 
these words would be most clearly parapbrased if the word 
obedience were taken for the law of the Gospel whieh is 
obeyed, and the passage will then run thus : " Know ye not 
that to whomsoever ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his 
servants ye are to whom ye obey, whether of sin unto death, 
or of the Gospel unto justification of life V^ where to the 
word deathy this word jmtijicationy or some other of the 
game import, must be opposed ; for the Oreek word whieh is 
here translated righteousneaa, very frequently means jìisti- Zikoiov^. 
fication, But we have mentioned this by way of addition, »tKa(«<rii. 
since from what has been already said it is sufficiently clear 
that faith stands in the writings of St. Paul for general obe- 
dience to the commands of Christ. 

§ 10. Grotius, however", rejects this interpretation, where 
after mentioning the opinions of others concerning this word 
faith, he thus blames this of ours. '^ Others by the word 
faith, understand ali that obedience whieh the Gospel de- 
mands : but this doth not agree with the words of the 
Apostle, where he prefers love to faith, and faith is said to 
perform its work by love, evidently distinguishing love, 
whieh is the principal part of that obedience, from faith.^^ i cor. 1.3.1 a 
Yet this argument proves nothing against us. Por we do ^*^* ^* ^' 
not deny that faith is sometimes separated by the Apostle 
from love and its works, we only afiBirm that when the Apostle 
attributes justification and salvation to faith alone, though he 
says faith alone, yet he means every thing whieh is wont to 
foUow faith. And we think this follows from those passages 
where he separates faith from love. For since the Apostle 
there declares, that £Saith without love in the sight of God is 
nothing worth ; we thence argue, that he means faith per- 
fected by true love, since surely in other places he attri- 
butes almost every thing to faith ; otherwise he would con- 
tradict himself . 

* In Prsf. ad Annot. in Rom. 
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CHAP. V. 

FAITH IB UBBD FOB ALL THB OBBDIBNCE WHICH THE G08PEI. RBQCIBB8, 
BBCAUBB IT 18 THB BEGIBlflNO ABD BOOT OF ALL G08PEL RIGHTEOU8- 
BK88 ; — BOM. X. 11. COMPABBD WITH VEB8E8 13, 14, ABI> EXPI^AIUBD.— 
FOB BBABLT THE 8AMB BEA80N ALL PIETT 18 CALLBD KBOWLEDGB IK 

THB HOLT 8CBIPTUBB8. TBB BEA80N WHT 8T. PAUL, DESCRIBING THE 

CONDITIOMB BEQinBED OH OUB PABT8 UNTO 8ALVATION, MAKE8 SO FBB- 
QUBBT t8B OF THB WOBD FAITH, FUBTHBB IWVE8TIGATED. — CHIEFLT OK 
TWO ACCOUVT8; FIB8T, TO EXPBE88 THE EA8T PEBFOBMANCE OF THE 
COBDITION ; BECOBDLT, TO TAKE A^AT ALL MEBIT. 

DI SS. § 1. Havino thus proved the foregoing, perhaps it will be 

' — worth ouT while to consider why St. Paul expresses himself 

in this manner. The foundation npon which, as we before 
hinted", this mode of speaking is built, is in short this : that 
faith is the beginning and root of ali Gospel righteousness, 
without which no virtiie contributing to salvation can exist 
in a man^ and which therefore, if it be not impeded, will 
attract ali other virtues to it ; so that St. Paul, when he ex- 
presses ali the obedience described in the Oospel under the 
name of Faith, speaks in the same manner as the Latin 
writers do when they use hearing for oieying, as in the 
Andria of Terence : " Shall I assist Pamphilus, or listen to 
the old man 7^' whidi figure is called the metonymy of the 
anteeedent for the eonsequent; and although :£Edth be not, 
with respect to the other virtues, a mere anteeedent, but as 
we bave observed, the cause, though not the only or necessary 
one, so this kind of speaking may be referred to that figure 
which puts the cause for the effect. There is a very apposite 
example of this in thè tenth chapter of the Epistle to the 
Bomans ; in the eleventh verse we bave ^ whosoever believeth 
on Him (that is, the Lord,) shall not be ashamed,^^ which is 
thus explained in the thirteenth ; " Whosoever shall cali upon 
the name of the Lord (that is, sincerely worships God) shall be 
Compare saved." Calling upon the name of the Lord in this and other 
63.' 4; Is! passages, evidently signifies the entire and complete worship 
Jer.Tó. 26. ^^ ^^^ » ^^ ^^' ^^^^f when he attributes salvation to faith, 
1 Cor. 1. 2. means that faith which unites to itself the worhip of God 

" Diss. I. ii. 10. 
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in Christ, and according to the direction of the Gospel. chap. 

What then, you will say, does the Apostle mean by ex-* ■ — 

pressing ali this by the word faith ? In the fourteenth verse 
he gives you bis reason. *^Hovr shall they cali on Him, in 
whom they bave not believed ?" Clearly, without this faith 
no one can properly worship Gk)d in Christ, and it naturally 
produces this worship. For it can never happen that he 
should worship who does not believe, and it seldom happens 
that he who believes does not worship. Here we must observe 
by the way, that three things in this sentence are mentioned 
by the Apostle^ prayer, faith, and hearing, or knowledge; 
each of which is necessary to salvation^ but on dìfferent ac- 
counts ; namely^ knowledge and faith are necessary only as 
means^ because without them no one can perform that 
worship which is acceptable with God unto salvation: but 
worship is necessary of itself alone^ and reaches most nearly 
the effect of salvation by the power of the Gospel Covenant. 
— But to proceed. 

§ 2. For the same reason^ piety, which is required for 
salvation, is frequently denoted in Scripture by the name of 
knowledge. Besides, to this knowledge justification itself SeeJoh. i. 
is expressly attributed by Isaiah: '^By His knowledge shall ó5; 17. 3 ; 
My righteous servant justify many." " There is/' as Forerius f^h.2.3f4 
rightly observes on this passage, ^^a certain knowledge of^^»^*',^J 
God and Christ in the Scriptures, which is attended by ali 2Ò; isis?, 
those things which CathoUc teaching declares to be necessary 
to salvation. There is, I say, a certain knowledge, called by 
the schoolmen cognitio affectiva, which has in it as much love 
as faith, and which is trae and perfect wisdom." Wherefore 
Scripture is wont to comprehend ali piety under the name 
of knowledge, both because none can be pious without a sound 
knowledge of God and His will, and principally because that 
knowledge greatly assists and incites us to piety, which rea- 
son may be also particularly applied to faith. 

§ 3. And though this reason alone might be sufficient, yet 
when I reflect how frequently St. Paul uses this figure, when 
I more accurately attend to the àim of his arguments, I cari 
easily beUeve that the Apostle has a farther view. I perceivé 
then that there are chiefly two reasons why St. Paul, in de- 
scribing the.conditions requnred of us for our salvation, makes 
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66 Beasonsfor Si. PauT» frequeni use ofthe wwd ^faith .' 

D I s 8. so frequent use of the word faith. The first ìs^ that he might 

'■ — express the easiness of the condìtion^ since it is easy to belìeve 

that to which this faith refers^ and from which piety^ com- 
prehended in this word^ ahnost necessarily fiows; namely^ 
that mortai man maj rise again from the dead^ and asoend 
into heayen^ nay, that he really will rise again and go into a 
state of happiness^ if he obeys Ood. For that hath been 
strongly proved by the resurrection of Christ from the dead, 
and by His ascent into heaven, and onr faith in these traths 
is bmlt npon the clearest testimony. This, if it be firmly 
beheyed and seriously considered, will almost, if not altogether, 
necessarily produce in us that piety which Gbd demands : as 

1 Joh. 3. 3. St. John teaches, ^' And erery man that hath this hope in bim, 
purìfieth himself, even as He is pure/' And we may perhaps 
leam from the foUowiag passage in the Epistle to the Romans, 

Rom. 10.6. the reason why the condition laid on ns by 6od is expressed 
under the word faith. For there the Apostle, wishing to prore 
the easiness of justiiìcation by the Gospel above that by the 
law, after he had observed in the fifth verse, ^'For Moses 
describeth the righteousness which is of the law: that the 
man which doeth those things shall live by them :" immedi-» 
ately adds, ^^ But the righteousness which is of faith speaketh 
on this wise : Say not in thine heart,^' &c. But what saith 
it ? " The word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy 
heart,^^ &c. : as if he had said. The righteousness of the law 
prescribes many important and severe precepts, but cpn- 
tains no promise of eternai life, by which we may be animated 
to perform them : it only says, ' If you do these things you 
shall live,' i. e. shall be long lived, have in this world a long 
and happy life ; but of eternai life it says not one word. But 
the righteousness of faith is fietr more easy to be performed, 
for it only contains such precepts as commend themselves to 
US by their own excellence, and besides, which is of the 
greatest importance, it encourages us to perform these pre- 
cepts by most certain and most valuable promises. The 
foundation and root of this Gk>spel righteousness, from which 
it naturally arises, is nothing but that faith whereby you 
believe that it is possible for a man to ascend into heaven, and 
after he goes down into the grave to return thence again. 
And this is so evidently proved by the ascent of Christ into 
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heaven^ by His death, and by His rìsing again, tbat any one e H a p. 
denying it, does the same as if he would draw Christ down 



again from heaven, and deny either that He died or rose 
again. But this is so certain, that God seems to bave en- 
graved it in our hearts that we should believe it, and placed 
it in our mouths that we should confess it. Since then these 
things are so manifest, from which depends the truth of those 
points which are the principal articles of our faith, and from 
which piety almost necessarily arisee, it foUows that fetith 
itself and piety must be easy to us. For since that is easy 
upon which the rest in a certain manner depends, then every 
thing else must be easy too. This interpretation of the above 
passage seems clearly, in my opinion, to be preferred as by 
far the most easy and apparent, and the most agreeable to the 
Apostle's reasoning. Anoth^ passage from St. John^s Epistle 
throws no small light upon it. '* Por this is the love of God, i joh. 5. 
that we keep His commandments, and His commandments ^^' 
are not grievous. For whatsoever is bom of God overcometh 
the world, and this is the victory that overcometh the world, 
even our faith ; who is he that overcometh the world, but he 
that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God ?" In which 
words the Apostle shews both the easiness of the Gospel pre- 
eepts, and that this easiness depends upon that faith by which 
we believe Jesus to be the Son of God, and (which is the 
naturai consequence of this) that His promises given in the 
Gospel are most certain ; in short, that the easiness of these 
precepts arises from the certainty of the promises of Christ, 
and from our faith in them ; as if he should say, The precepts 
of Christ may indeed seem in themselves to be severe, and to 
exceed the measure of human infirmity, especially those which 
require a denial of ourselves and a hearing of the cross : but 
if you regard the certainty and vaine of His promises, this 
apparent difficulty instantly vanishes, and Hi» precepts ap- 
pear most easy of performance. For though our contest be 
with the world, that is, with the enticements, dangers, bad 
examples and evils arising from the world, which are apt to 
seduce ns from the path prescribed in the Gospel, yet if with a 
finn and lively faith, we embrace those inestimable promises 
made to those who conquer, we shall then obtain an easy and 
ready victory over the world. Thus far of the easy per- 

f2 
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68 Faith excludes ali notian of merii : 

DI 88. formance of the condition laìd on us^ which may be tlie first 

' — reason why St. Paul in treating on tMs subject gives it tlie 

name of faith. 

§ 4. Secondly^ there is another reason for it^ which is this, 
that by this name the merit of that obedience which the 
Oospel demands is excluded. For the word faith by its very 
sound impresses the nùnd with the idea of grace^ and excludes 
ali notion of merita and this it does fìrom a triple cause : first, 
because it supposes a revelation and caUing on God's part 
given to man through grace only, before man had performed 
any obedience to God, and therefore man had not performed 
that obedience which is expressed by the word faith of bis 
own accorda that is, by his own powers or abilities ; but Gt)d, 
merely through His wonderful goodness, was beforehand with 
man by revealing the Divine will to him in an extraordinary 
manner*. Assuredly no one from the foundation of the world 
ever yet foimd the way to salvation without the direction and 
assistance of God, that is, through faith. And this constitutes 
a marked difiPérence between the righteousness of nature, 
and of faith : the latter, man performs led on and excited 
by the gracious revelation and callìng of God, and therefore 
must attributo what he hath received to the Giver. That 
such was the obedience of Abraham, of whom the Jews boasted 
so much, the Apostle strongly contends, as we shall after- 
wards show in its place. Sut he who performs the other 
alrroòU kind of rightcousness self-tauffht, by his own strength, 
òoKT^s efifects it without any master or director, and therefore its 
praise, if it be worthy of any, seems to belong to the man 
himself. This is what the Apostle means when he so fire- 
See Rom. qucntly opposes Works to the divine calliiig. And that Apo- 
L 9.' *"' stoHc man, Clement of Rome, in his Epistle to the Corin- 
thians, says that ali who are called according to the mercy of 
God, are saved, " Not by our wisdom or understanding, but 
by faith, by means of which, from the beginning, the Almighty 
God hath justified ali men.^' Which testimony of Clement^s 
xii. 27. we shall hereafter give at length in a more convenient place. 
But the grace of this Divine calling was much moì'e manifest 

* No man hath ever yet seen, or alone man isallowedto see God. Justin. 
known Him: hut He hath revealed Epist ad Diog. [e. viiì. p. 238.] 
Hhnaelf : and that by faith, by which 
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in those (to whom St. Paul wrote his Epistles) to whom the e H a P. 

Gospel was preached by the Apostles themselves, God giving — 

His testimony to them by the most wonderftd miracles. 
Secondly, the word faith, by which Gospel obedience is ex- 
pressed^ excludes merit, because it supposes not only a Divine 
revelation, but also such promises to be made by God who 
makes the revelation, as by their force and efficacy will 
strongly excite man to that obedience, and which therefore 
far surpass ali that obedience which can be undertaken from 
faith in them. When therefore by the word faith we express 
the piety we perform to God, we mean that such is the force 
of those promises which we receive by faith, that they produce 
in US that piety by their excellence and certainty ; and there- 
fore this piety to God, from whose goodness ali these promises 
flow, must also be conceived as expressed in the name faith. 
This argument receives no small support from this remarkable 
passage : '' Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and 2 Pet. 1. i. 
precious promises, that by these ye might be partakers of 
the Divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in 
the world through lust.*' This Divine nattire, this exceeding ecm ^^it 
holiness by which we become in a certain degree similar unto 
God, and which frees us from the pollutions of the world, is 
declared to be received * by those exceeding great and precious 
promises,' which are given us by the infinite goodness of God 
in Christ, evidently because this Divine piety is produced in 
US by faith in these promises. In the same sense must be 
understood those passages in which our Regeneration and 
heavenly birth are said to be caused by the Word of the see 1 Pet 
Gospel. In these places it is evident that by the Word we 25^ j^?.' 
must understand the promises contained in the Word. And *®» *c- 
lastly, in this sense particularly must be understood that 
grand doxology and blessing of St. Peter: "Blessed be the 1 Pet. i. s. 
God and Pather of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according 
to His abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively 
hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.'* 
Where the resurrection of Jesus Christ, as its faith was built 
on the strongest proofs possible, is announced as the means 
whereby we are bom of God to a lively hope, that is, as I 
imagine, to that lively hope which is wont to produce the 
purity of which St. John speaks. Moreover ali the glory and 
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70 Faitfi expects its reward onlyjrom thefiree g\ft of God, 

DI 8 8. honour of onr salvtttion is wholly attribntedby St. Peter to 

' — the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to Hi$ 

unbounded mercy in giving us such undenìable proofs for our 
faith in that resurrection. But among the promises of the 
Oospel^ that of the assistance of the Holy Spirit is particularly 
eminente which being received by faith renders ali other 
promises efficacious^ and works in us that righteousness 

See Gal. 3. which the Gospel demands. And in this senso the obedience 
of faith signifies obedience of that kind which a man performs 
relying on the grace and assistance of the Holy Spirita and is 
opposed to that righteousness which a man performs in a state 
either of the law, or of nature merely, by bis own strength 
only, without Divine inspiration. 

§ 5. Thirdly, the word faith excludes merit in this sense 
also^ because so far as it refers to a free promise^ it expects 

/u<(r9oiro«o- its veward only from the free gift of Gt)d who promises. 

^ "" And this, if I mistake not, is the chief reason, why the Holy 
Spirit is wont to express ali the obedience taught in the 
Gt)spel by the word faith, namely, that it might be declared 
by this word that the obedience we pay to God does not obtain 
righteousness, or salvation, by its own farce or merit, but by 
force of the covenant, or free promise, which is received by 
faith. This is what St. Paul seems to teach when he opposes 

Gal. 3. 18. the law to the promise : " If the inheritance (i. e. of eternai 
life) be of tlie law, it is no more of promise : but God gave it 
to Abraham by promise." Where, as Beza well observes, he 
silently overtums an objection of the Jews to what he had 
said in the preceding verse, namely, that the promise given 
to Abraham 430 years before the law, could not be rendered 
void by the law. For the Jews might say, We allow the 
promise not to be destroyed by the law, therefore we join 
them together. But, saith St. Paul, these two can never be 
united, that the inheritance should be of the law and the pro- 
mise conjointly, since the righteousness of the law (he speaks 
*as a man^ ver 15.) confers merit, and excludes grace, and 
therefore is repugnant to a free promise, if the law be given 
for the purpose of justificationy. But because the promise of 

y The emphasis in the word ' gave,' rectly expressed it by gratìficatus est, 

/c€xcipi<rTai, is to be observed, which *freely gave,' or *gave as a favour.' 

word in the originai is derived from Compare Rom. iv. 13-15. 
* grace,' X*^P**» ^^^ ^^ Beza has cor- 
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eternai life given in the Gospel is founded in the xneritorious e H a r 
satisfaction of Jesus Christ, and confirmed by His most pre- - 



cious blood^ therefofe the obedience of faith continually refers 3. 24, 25. 
to Chrìst, as the only propitiation : and His most perfect 
obedience in life and death is the only circumstance which 
makes our imperfect and spiritless obedience acceptable to 
God unto salvation, and to carry off the reward of eternai 
life. Melancthon therefore rightly says of the word fiiith : 
" When we say we are justified by faìth^ we point to the Son Corp. 
of God sitting at the right band of His Father interceding ^^^' ^' 
for US ; yre say that we are reconciled on His account, and 
thus take the merit of reconciliation from our own virtues, 
however numerous/^ And in this senso the Gospel obedience 
expressed in the word faith, excludes that obedience, and ali 
those Works which are repugnant to the &ee promise of and 
reliance on Christ the Mediator, L e. those which are per- 
formed with any confidence and opinion of our own merit. 
But ali this will receive a clearer light from what will be said 
when we come to the analysis of St. Paul's arguments. In 
the mean time this will be sufficient to shew what St. Paul 
means by the word faith. 



CHAP. VI. 

WHAT ST. PAUL MEANS BT WORKS. — IT 18 8HEWN FROM WHAT HAS BEEN 
SAID, — THAT HE DOE8 NOT SPEAK OF EVERT WORK, BUT THOSE OF A 
CERTAIN KINI>, THOSE NAMELT OF THB MOSAIC LAW. — THIS PROVED 
FROM ST. paul's WORDS, BOTH IN HIS EPISTLE TO THB R0MAN8 AND 
THAT TO THE GALATIAN8. — IV THE NEXT PLACE ST. PAUL 80 OPP08E8 

THE MOSAIC LAW AS AL80 TO BEFUTE THB JEWISH ADDITION8 TO IT. 

LASTLT, 8INCB HE HAD AL80 TO CONTEND WITH THE GENTILE PHIL080- 
PHERS, HE BT THE WAT DISPUTES AOAINST THE WORKS OF THB NATURAL 
LAW, WORKS DON E BT THE MERE FORCE OF NATURE. 

§ 1. There is another difficulty in the word warks as used 
by St. Paul, and this is indeed the consequence of what we 
have already proved ; namely, that faith, in St. PauVs Epistles, iv. 4. 
includes ali the works of Christian piety. This being allowed, 
it is certain that the works which St. Paul excludes from 
justifìcation are not aU kinds of works, but of a certain de- 
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73 HÌ8 aim in arguing against works ; 

D I s 8. scrìption only. To explaìn distinctly of what klnd these are^ 

' — is a matter of no little labour^ and in fact we bave now arrived 

at the chief difficnlty of our work. 

§ 2. But that yre may more easily cut througli this knot^ 

let US first careftdly enquire what is the Àpostle^s aim in 

arguing against works. Now the best method of determining 

this, is accurately to mark who those were against whom 

inRom.a St. Paul contended. For Isidorus Clarius well observes: 

30 • ... 

" If we consider what controversy was then in agitation, it 
will not be so very difficult to see the end and design of this 
Epistle, but without this consideration our endeavours will 
be in vain/^ 

§ 3. The following is a brief account of the matter. The 
Grospel of Jesus Christ, at its first preaching to the Jews, was 
obstructed in its progress amongst them by this great pre- 
judice, namely, that it was almost diametrìcally opposed to 
the religion and law which they had received from God by 
the hands of Moses, and had had confirmed by many great 
miracles. This calumny, for such it really is, Christ Himself 
answered, and clearly defended His law from that imputation 
Mat. chap. in His famous sermon to His disciples, where He openly pro- 
fesses that He came not to destroy the law but to fìilfil it. 
For those things, as Justin" remarks, which in the law are by 
nature just and good and pious, Christ hath perfected, by 
explaining them more clearly than they had ever yet been, by 
strengthening them by certain stricter precepts, and by 
inclining the dispositions of men to obey them, by the great- 
ness and certainty of the promises, and by the seal of the 
Holy Spirit. But the Mosaic rites Christ fulfilled and com- 
pleted, by performing that for which they were invented, and 
of which they were the types. But by fulfilling and completing 
them. He at the same time abolished them, not so much by 
taking away the authority of the law, as the cause why the 
law, so far as it related to these rites, was given, and which 
from the first was decreed to die at His death. 

§ 4. This the Jews would not understand; but being 
ignorant of the end and design of God in giving the law, 
dreaming that it was to be eternai, and despising the revela- 
tion of a far better doctrine, they tenaciously adhered to 

* Dial. cum Tryph. 45. p. 141. Vid. Grotius in Mat. v. 17. 
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tìieir dead^ and now almost deadly ceremonìes. For tliey chap. 

reasoned tlms : that tlieir present law was undoubtedly Divine, ' — 

and carne from God, which could be proved by the most un- 
exceptionable evidence, and therefore it would be an act of 
the greatest imprudence, and even impiety, to change it for a 
law, new, diflFerent, if not altogether contradictory to it, of 
whatever kìnd, or under whatever pretence that law was 
bronght forward. Persuaded by these ideas, even the more 
pious Jews continued obstinate against the miracles of Christ, 
although the finger of God was sufficiently conspicuous in 
them; they opposed them therefore as temptations sent by 
God to try their constancy in His law. The rest, each 
according to his abilities, easily invented some excase or 
other, by which they might seem with reason to reject 
these miracles. 

§ 5. This prejudice no doubt prevented many Jews from 
embradng the Gospel of Christ. But besides this, even those 
of them who, convinced by the evidence of the miracles of 
Christ, believed His Gospel, were stili possessed by such a 
reverence for the Mosaic law, such a love for their ancient 
rites, that they could hardly suffer themselves to be separated 
from them. Whence it happened, that the Mosaic law was 
retaìned by some even after they had become Christians. 
For they could neither induce themselves to reject the Gospel 
of Christ, confirmed by so many and so great miracles on the 
one band, or on the other to revolt from the law of Moses, 
which they were fally persuaded came from God. For some 
time hesitating from this difficulty, they at last determined 
to unite the laws of Moses and Christ together, much in the 
same manner as Mezentius is said by Yirgil to bave tied the 
livìng and the dead together. 

§ 6. The event of this scheme was truly unfortunate, for 
there were not wanting some abandoned teachers to add oil 
to the fiery zeal of these Judaizing Christians; men who, 
although they did themselves profess Christianity, were stili 
vigilant in disturbing the affaìrs of the Church, and whose 
only concem for the law of Moses or of Christ, was to make 
their own gain of them both. At length they arrived at such 
a pitch of madness, as to resolve that the observance of the 
Mosaic law was necessary unto salvation, not only to the 
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74 Ckurches ofRome and Galatia tnostly eorrupted. 

ITI ss. bdieving Jews^ but also unto Oentiles ocmverted to Christd- 
'■ — anity. This exdted wonderful disturbanoe in the Churches 



of the converted Oentiles, so that a Council was held upon 
this very subject by the Apostles at Jerusalem, in which the 
dispute was at last settied to the satisfaction of the Grentiles^ 
and the release from the Mosaic rites so greatly desired by 
them was decreed by the Apostles. From this most whole- 
some decree arose peace, comfort, and confirmation in the 
Christian Faith, not only to those Churches where these 
teachers had excited those disturbances, but the same feeling 
of Joy was spread among ali the Churches of the Oentiles 
which had been troubled by these Judaiòng Christians. In 
one word, this terror of the Mosaic yoke being taken away, 
the Oentiles, who had before been affrighted at the Oospel 
clogged with such a burden, now carne over to the Faith of 
Christ in crowds. So the Churches were confirmed in the 

Acts 16. 4, faith, and increased in numbers daily. 

^' § 7. But alas ! this flourishing state of the Oentile Churches 

did not last long: for soon after this, these wretched con- 

Phii. 3. 2. trivers, these dogs of the ciroumcision, as the Apostle justly 
calls them, again arose and miserably disturbed the flock of 
Christ, then reposing in the utmost quiet, so that the last 
state of the Oentile Church became worse than the first. 

Old. 5. 9. For this Jewish leaven had corrupted nearly the whole 
Christian world. Every where among the Oentiles they re- 
yived ceremonies, dead and almost buried. There were two 
Churches it appears, where these teachers of the law partii 
cularly prevailed, the Roman and Oalatian. In which latter 
so universal was the ruin that these disturbers of the peace 
of the Church had spread, as to extort from the most mild 

Gal. 6. 12. Apostle this wish: "I would they were even cut oflf which 
trouble you/' 

§ 8. Against these corrupters of Christianity among the 
Oentiles, the great Apostle of the Oentiles, inflamed by 
the love of Ot>d, arose. And that he might totally eradicate 
their pernicious doctrine, and cut oflf for ever ali means of 
boasting in the law, and at the same time either convert 
those Jews who, yet strangers to the faith of Christ, placed 
ali hopes of salvation in the law, or at least silence them ; he, 
as if professedly, entered into a discussion of the whole 
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Mossdc covenant, lajring open ita origin^ nature, end^, and CUAP. 

use, proving by many arguments in bis Epistles to the Ro — 

mans and Galatians tbat it never was the design of God 
that this law should be considered as a covenant of eternai 
lìfe and salvation ; that by it no man had ever yet obtained 
true justification, and that no one ever would. Which being 
explained, every one, I think, must see that the works which 
St. Paul opposes must chiefly be understood to be the works 
prescribed in the Mosaic law, which indeed the Apostle some- 
times declares> where for iustance he does not cali them works 
simply, but the works of the law. 

§ 9. This moreoyer must be especially observed, that the 
Apostle argues against the works of the Mosaic law in such 
a manner as at the same time to reject those very corrupt 
opinions which the Scribes and the Pharisees among the 
Jews had added to it. In reality, the Mosaic law, of itself 
sufficiently imperfect, weakened by the glosses and vain in- 
terpretations of these Babbins, became at last much more 
imperfect, and almost entirely lost the strength which it had. 
They weakened the precepts of God by so many distinctions, 
so many dispensations, that you might in vain seek for the 
law in the law itself; and it had at last come to this, that the 
religion of the people of God, a people instructed in the Divine 
oracles, had become almost worse than paganism, and the prin- 
ciples of the more enlightened philosophers. It was now time 
for JehovahtostretchoutHis band, sincemen had renderedHis Ps. 119. 
law so perfectly vain, and this He did through Christ, who in 
His sermon to His disdples, sets Himself against these dog- Mat. eh. 5. 
mas of the Pharisees, and thus seriously wams His disciples : 
^' Except your righteousness shall exceed the righteousness 
of the Scribes and Pharisees, ye shaU in no case enter into 
the kingdom of heaven.** Christ, as Grotius well observes, in locum. 
mentions the Scribes as the most leamed of the Jews, the 
Pharisees as remarkable for the reputation of peculiar 
sanctity, and whose sect was the strictest in Judaism. He ànpifit- 
there shews that the Jewish Chiirch was in such a wretched ^ts 26 5 
and deplorable state, that its prìncipal teachers and leaders 
most shameftdly erred in the interpretation of their own law. 
Neither is it probable that the teaching of the Pharisees had 
grown better in St. PauFs time. That obstinate people, no 
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76 fVorki of the naturai lato also refected by him, 

D I s s. doubt^ adhered immoveably to their own absurd explanations. 
And thÌ8^ if by no otber means^ may be proved from the 



OaL 1. 14. example of St. Paul^ wbo (as be bimself testifies) before bis 
conversion was exceedingly zealous for the traditions of bis 
fathers. The righteousness^ then, which the Jews sought 
from the law^ was not so much the righteousness of the law^ 
as their own ; not such as God demanded of them, but such 
as they had foolishly imagined for themselves, the fiction of 

Rom.10.8. their own brain; this St. Paul properly calls a righteotisness 
of their oum opposed to t?ie righteousness of God. 

§ 10. Lastly, as the Apostle had to contend not only with 
the masters of the Synagogue, but also with Grentile philoso- 
phers^ he also examines works done aceording to the rule of 
the naturai law^ and proceeding from human strength only^ 
and he affirms that these also are of no avail unto salvation. 
In proving this^ as the Gentiles did not so much trust in their 
own righteousness^ the Apostle takes no great pains ; but is 
content to do it by way of digression, and in a cursory manner. 
This then is the analysis of St. Paul^s treatise. Whatever he 
has said against the righteousness of works^ either in bis 
Epistles to the Romans and Galatians^ or elsewhere^ must be 
understood aceording to this rule. 

CHAP. VII. 

THE ABOUMENT8 BY WHICH ST. PAUL BEJECTS THE MOSAIO LAW FBOM 

JUSTIFICATION EXPLAINED. ^THE APOSTLE's ABGUMENT AFFECTS THOSE 

PBECEPTS OF THE LAW WHICH AEE CALLED MOBAL, BUT ONLY 80 PAB 
AS THEY FOBM PABT OF THE CONDITIONS PBE8CBIBED IN THE MOSAIC 
COYENANT. — HENCE THE ABGUMENT8 HUST BE DIYIDED INTO TWO 
KINDS, THOSE WHICH INCLUDE THE WHOLE LAW, AND THOSE WHICH 

BEFEB TO THE BITUAL PABT OF IT ONLY. THE FIBST ABGUMENT 

WHICH BELATES TO THE WHOLE LAW OF MOSES IS TAEIEN FBOM ITS 

WANT OF PABDONING GBACE, OB OF BEMISSION OF SINS. ^WHETHEB THE 

LAW OF MOSES UNDEB ANY VIEW OF IT CAN DE DEEMED A LAW OF EN- 
TIBELY PEBFECT OBEDIENCE ? — ^DOES THE BEASONING OF THE APOSTLE 
IN BOMANS, CHAPTEB ÌÌÌ. YEB. 20 ; AND GALATIANS, CHAPTEB ÌÌÌ. VEB. 10, 
DEPEND ON THIS IDEA ? — THIS QUESTION ANSWEBED IN THE NEGATIVE. — 
ABGUMENTS TO THE CONTBABY ANSWEBED. 

§ 1. As we do not think it suflScient to bave shewn the 
general intent of St. Paul in bis disputation conceming 



Digitized by 



Google 



Howfar St. Paul excludea moral works, 77 

works^ whatever be the works he means^ we shall here treat CH ap. 
the Bubjeet more distinctly and particularly. For since the — ^^^' — 
Works of the Mosaie law^ and the Jewish opinìons added to 
it, were not ali of the same kìnd^ it will be worth while clearly 
to explain what works and Jewish opìnions the Apostle 
opposes^ and what arguments he applìes to each. 

§ 2. Now the law consists of two parts^ moral and ritual ; 
to both of these St. Paul undoubtedly alludes. That he 
treats of the moral precepts of the Mosaie law, however some 
may deny it, is sufficiently evident from his own words: 
" Therefore by the deeds of the law shall no flesh be justi- Rom.3.20. 
fied in His sight, for by the law is the knowledge of sin ;" 
whence it may be coneluded, that the law, whose works 
St. Paul excludes, is that by which is the knowledge of sin^ 
which beyond ali dispute must be meant of the moral law 
contained in the decalogue : for so the Apostle explains him- 
self, quoting from the decalogue, " Thou shalt not covet," and Rom* 7. 7. 
almost through the whole of that chapter he treats principally 
of the moral law; so in the same Epistle he says, '^Do weRom.3.si. 
then make void the law through faith ? Grod forbid : yea, 
we establish the law.'^ These words cannot well be under- 
stood of the ceremonial law, which can scarcely be said to be 
confirmed by the faith of Christ And in the next chapter 
" Because the law worketh wrath, for where no law is, there Rom. 4 J6. 
is no transgression,'' is chiefly true of the moral law. For 
almost ali transgressions are breaches of the moral law. 
Therefore the reasoning of the Apostle is undoubtedly 
applicable to the moral law also. 

§ 3. The following observation also must be added, namely, 
that it is equally clear that the works of the moral law are not 
excluded from justification by St.Paul, simply as such, but only 
so far as they are required in the Mosaie covenant, and are part 
of the condition annexed to that covenant ; in a word, so far 
only as they may be considered separate from evangelical 
grace. The very leamed Estius, in solving this difficulty, in Rom. 3. 
uses the following distinction : " It must be observed,^' says 
he, " that the work of the law has a doublé sense ; it either 
means the work which the law requires, which work is truly 
good; for it is said, Hhe doers of the law shaU be justified:^ Rom. 2. 13. 
or the work which is done out of the law, that is, from a 
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DI ss. mere knowledge of the law^ and not by faith. In which 
— }}i — latter sense^ St. Paul here speaks of the works of the law, 
. meaning assuredly those which are done by the bare assist- 
ance of the law : of which kind were those which the Jews 
performed formerly, and stili perform, not cònsidering the 
grace of a Bedeemer to be necessary towards leading a just 
life. For whatever these works may be, they are of no avail 
unto true righteousness : this then is, by the works of the law 
no man shall be justified before Qod/' And indeed it is 
most true that by the works of the law the Apostle gene- 
rally means works done by the strength of the law, and these 
works he especially excludes from justification : at the same 
tìme it is equaUy certain that from the works of the law, 
however accurately performed, no one could obtain true justi- 
fication under the Mosaic covenant, because it proposes no 
true justification, that is, such as is united with the gìft of 
eternai life. This great blessing arises from the covenant of 
grace, confirmed only by the blood of the Mediator. So that, 
as to the Mosaic covenant, the works of the moral law per- 
formed under it must be excluded from justification, and in- 
deed are so excluded by the Apostle. But these things we 
will more fally prove, when we come to the arguments of the 
Apostle, whose reasoning on this subject we have determined 
to explain at full length, that its sense may more clearly 
appear. 

§ 4. The arguments then, by which St. Paul contends 
against the law, may be disposed into two divisions : the one, 
of those which belong to the Mosaic covenant whole and 
entire ; the other, of those which particularly regard the cere- 
monial law. Of the first division there are two principal 
arguments which the Apostle uses, taken from the doublé 
defect of the Mosaic covenant ; the want of pardoning grace, 
and the want of assisting grace. 

§ 5. The first argument of the Apostle respecting the 
whole Mosaic covenant is taken from the want under which 
that covenant labours, of a pardoning grace, or the remission 
of sins ; where the Apostle proves the universa! guilt of both 
Jews and Gentiles, and that ali and each of them are 
guilty of such sins as can expect in that law to find no 
true and perfect pardon or remission. This is evidently 
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St. Paul^s meaning in his Epistle to the Bomans^ "whcre, CHAP. 
after a long catalogne of crimes charged npon Jews and ^^^' 
Gentile», in the law, he draws the foUowing conclusion : 1(^20.' 
** Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be 
justìfied in His sight/' In the same senso must be under- 
stood what the Apostle says, when he proves by this reason, Gal. 3. 10. 
that ali who are under the law are subject to a curse, be- 
caase it is written, " Cursed is every one that contìnueth not 
in aU things which are written in the hook of the law to do 
them/' 

§ 6. But bere I feel I bave met with a difficulty at first 
setting out. It is questioned whether this reasoning of the 
Apostle^s depends upon the suppositìon that he determines 
the Mosaic law, so far at least as it was given to the Jews, to 
have been a law of perfect obedience admitting no excuse, 
and therefore impossible to be performed ? And whether the 
Apostle on this idea concludes that ali xnen by this law are 
sinners, and through their sins are guilty of eternai death 
and condemnation, and therefore that no one can be justìfied 
by this law ? Most indeed allow this to be the case, asserting 
that the Mosaic law bound ali those to whom it belonged (if 
not absolutely, yet conditionally, unless they took refuge in 
the covenant of grace) under penalty of eternai death to the 
most perfect obedience, that is, such as embraces ali kinds of 
innocency in the purest senso of the word, even such as is iyafjMfnrj- 
perpetuai, excluding ali imperfection, infirmity, and inad-^"" 
vertency throughout life. But I cannot persuade myself to 
subscribe to these opinions^ for reasons which I shall presently 
giye. In the mean tìme, to form an accurate idea of this 
controversy, it must in the first place be particalarly remem- 
bered, that to be deemed by God unworthy of the reward of 
righieousness and eternai life, is totally different from being 
deemed by God to be deserving of the punishment of eternai 
death, With respect to the first, indeed, to be accounted 
by the Almighty unw<»thy of the reward of eternai life, it is 
sufficient not to have that perfect innocency which I have 
just descrìbed ; for God may with the greatest justìce refase 
to any man the reward of eternai life for the least imperfec- 
tion. Nay more, God may also, if He pleases, take that 
immense blessing of eternai life from the most perfect inno- 
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D I s s. cence^ if that could be actually found in any man ; for it ia 

•_ entirely the free gift of God, and can never be due to any 

merita of any creature. As to the latter^ that any one should 
be deemed deservìng the punishment of eternai death^ it is 
only necessary that he hath not performed that obedience 
which he might bave performed. Hence it follows^ that no 
man can be oondemned for want of the most perfect rìghte- 
ousness^ unto eternai death^ that is, unto that torment which 
awaits the wicked in the next world, since such righteousness 
Ì8 simply impossible for any man in this life : but it is mani- 
fest that the Àpostle in this dispute wishes to prove that both 
Jews and Oentiles indiscriminately^ on account of not per- 
forming the righteousness of the law^ not only do not de- 
serve the reward of eternai life^ but are also subject to the 
Rom. 3. Divine anger and eternai death^ " so that every mouth mi^ht 
2. 1. ' ' be stopped ;" that is, both Jews and Gentiles be without 
JuStlw^ excuse. " But what/^ to use the words of Episcopius, " can be 
quaest. 20. farthcr from the truth, than that the Apostle should wish to 
prove men guilty of death and condemnation, as a well- 
deserved punishment, on account of having violated, or not 
kept a law which he supposed to be utterly impossible for 
them to keep, or not to violate ? Neither can we suppose 
that St. Paul had an opponent who would not willingly bave 
allowed that there was no man who could so keep the law as 
never to offend in the least point, and that so no one could 
be justified by the law ; and who would not at once bave ob- 
jected to the Apostle, that men were improperly considered 
as already deserving of punishment, since it is certainly im- 
possible for them to escape error, or keep the law in this per- 
fect and perpetuai manner/' The foundation of these ex- 
pressions is this, that it is repugnant to Divine justice that 
any one should be obliged to things plainly impossible, 
especially under pain of eternai death. 

§ 7. To this some object that God gave us in the first man 
before the fall, strength suflScient to perform this most per- 
fect obedience, but that he, as the representative of us ali, 
committed sin by which he lost those powers ; and therefore 
God can justly demand of us the same obedience, and that 
under pain of eternai death. But this is extremely absurd : 
for since man through the fall lost these powers, not by the 
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fact but by the ili desert, that is, by the act of Grod with- chap. 
drawìng them as a punishment^ that God, after having thus ^ g^— 
deprived him of these powers should expect of him the same cienter 

Bcd meri* 

obedience, is as contrary to His wisdom and justice as if a torie. 
magistrate^ having cut off a criminars feet for a punishment, 
should next order him to walk away^ and because he did not 
go, punish him with death. Par be it from us to form such 
ideas of a God of infinite goodness and wisdom. 

§8. Let US come to the law of Moses. That it was a law 
of perfect obedience is extremely improbable, which will 
appear, if we consider, as Grotius* has observed, that the 
old law must be regarded under two points of view ; first, 
camally and literally, as being the instrument of the Jewish 
polity : secondly, spirìtually, as being the ahadow of fe/fer H«b. io. i. 
thinga to come : since, then, in this latter sense, the law will 
be nothing else but a type of the Gospel, no person in his 
senses wiU cali it a law of perfect obedience, at least in the 
same sense as a law of perfect obedience is here understood. 
We must then allow that the law of Moses was a law of per- 
fect obedience under the former view. Sut this supposition 
would be very absurdj because, first, in this law God ex- 
pressly appointed certain sacrifices which should expiate such 
crimes as might be committed, not presumptuously, or in See Num. 
contempt of the law. But now where any pardon of sins is **'^^^~^ 
granted, there perfect obedience is not demanded, these two 
being contradictory. Secondly, so far £rom the law of Moses 
demanding perfect obedience of the Jews, it is very manifest, 
some things were permitted them in that law by the Al- 
mighty, on account of the hardness of their hearts, which 
very nearly partook of the nature of sin. Among these, the 
chief are polygamy, and permission of divorce for trifling 
causes. I conclude, therefore, that since by the law of Moses, sce Deut. 
literally considered, many sins were forgiven the Jews, and ptred w^ 
some (which we Christians at least consider sins) even ex- ^*^ ^^• 
pressly permitted them; it is beyond ali doubt, that this law, 
so regarded, never demanded an entire and perfect obedience. 

§ 9. However, there are not wanting arguments by which 
some would prove this supposition to be true, and that hence 
St. Paul deduces the impossibility of justification by the 

• De Satìsfac. Christ. cap. 10. p. 183, 184. [voi. iii. p. 331. Op. ed. 1679.] 

BULL. Q 
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D I sa Mosaic law. We will carefuUy weìgh them^ that we may see 
— if they have any weight sulBScient to preponderate agaìnst a 



truth so manifest as the above. The following are the two 
which they principally allege. 

§ 10. Their first argoment is taken from a passage which 

Gal. 3. IO. we have already quoted : " For as many as are of the works 
of the law are under the curse ; for it is written, Cursed is 
every one that continueth not in ali things^' &;c. Where they 
say it is manifest that the Apostle deduces the impossibility 
of justification by the Mosaic law from this circumstance^ that 
by it no one was free from the curse who did not perform ali 
the commands of that law. I answer : It is neither necessary 
nor consistent that the above expression, " continueth not in 
ali things," should signify perfect obedience, or an innocence 
from every frailty, such as we before described, since such 
obedience would be impossible to a mortai^ neither does it 
appear agreeable to Divine equity^ that any for want of it 
should be subject to an eternai curse^. The sense therefore 
of the above passage is^ Every one is cursed^ that is^ subject 
to the curse and the punishments of the law^ who does not 
persevero in doing and observing ali things which the law 
requires. But he is supposed to do ali things who does not 
wander from the intent of the law, who keeps its essentials, 
as we have said, entire, or as others express themselves, who 
keeps ali those precepts of the law which contain the szA- 
stance of Itfe, of which kind are the particular points mén- 

Deut. 27. tioned by Moses. In one word, he who permits himself to 
do nothing knowingly and willingly agaìnst the law of God, 
although perhaps in some things he may offend through 
ignorance and inadvertency. 

§ 11. Qreat light will be thrown upon this text frt>m the 

Jas. 2. 10. following similar passage ; " Whosoever shaU keep the whole 
law, and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of ali/' that is, 
is subject to the punishment and curse laid upon the trans- 
gressors of the law. "Who does not perceive that this passage 
from St. James entirely corresponds with that from St. Paul? 
But it is very certain that these words of St. James must not 
be interpreted of an all-perfect innocence, since the Apostle 

•* For a clearer understanding of this we have said in eh. xvi. of this Disser- 
passage, the reader may refer to wbat tation, sect. 7, 8, 9. 
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is clearly speaking of that obligation of the law wliich is bind- C H a p. 

ing upon US Christians. It must be understood that here, not ^— 

every oflEence, even the most trivial (as some will have it) is 
intended ; of trivial offences^ St. James speaks as follows ; 
" In many things we oflFend ali :" and again^ " If any man Jas. 3. 2. 
offend not in word, the same is a perfect man/' For even if 
the word offend seems to be spoken of some lighter ofifènce, irraitrti. 
yet from the context of the passage and reason itself, it ap- 
pears that St. James is speaking of those sins by which a man 
wilfdlly and knowingly transgresses the law. Reason itself 
demands this interpretation ; for how could it be true that he 
who in other respects keeps the whole law should be guilty of 
transgressing every precept, because he was unwarily oiBfended 
by an idle word or immoderate laughter ? The context of 
the Apostle teaches the same : for in the first place, he ex- 
pressly mentions those sins only, which are most heinous, as 
murder and adultery ; then the reason by which he confirms ver. 11. 
this maxim, and which immediately follows it, requires this 
interpretation : For He that said, " Do not commit adultery," 
said also, ^'Thou shalt not kill.^' As if He had said, Since 
the obligation and authority of ali Divine laws is the same, he 
who violates one of these, and knowingly transgresses the 
law, by that very act spums and despises the authority of 
the whole. Neither does he appear to keep the others be- 
cause he thinks it impious to violate so great authority as 
theirs, but because he is not inclined to transgress against 
them. For why else does he not observe that law also which 
he breaks, since it has the same authority with the rest, if it 
be indeed enacted by the same lawgiver from whom the 
others derive their authority ? But if he was equally inclined 
to offend against the rest as against this, there appears no 
cause why he should not readily do it. St. James therefore 
speaks of those sins which are committed against the end of 
the law and the authority of the lawgiver. Agreeable to this 
is what Augustine wrote to Jerome, whom he had consulted Epi8t.29. 
in a very long letter on this very passage : the sum is, he tent. ja- 
who offends in one thing is guilty of ali, because he offends ggu Ep.^* 
against love, upon which depend the law and the prophets. ^67. § 17. 
" For,'' says he, " he is deservedly guilty of aU, who offends 
against that upon which ali depend." 

g2 
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DI8 8. § 12. Ferhaps some one may reply, Well, let this passage 

-— of St. James be so interpreted ; stili the same interpretation 

by no means agrees with the aim of St. Paul in that passage 
in his Epistle to the Galatians. For since the Àpostle had 
no other means of proving that ali who are under the law are 
subject to the curse, but by this passage^ " Cursed is every 
one that continueth not in ali things" &c., he shews with 
sufficient cleamess^ that no one can continue in ali thìngs^ 
or that the law demands a most perfect obedience, which no 
one can perform. In answer to this, I totally deny that this 
is intended in the Apostle^s argument, to prove which we 
will reduce it to a syllogistic form, thus : 

Cursed is he who doth not continue in ali things which the 
law commands ; 

But they who are of the works of the law do not continue 
in ali these things ; 

Therefore they who are of the works of the law are under 
the curse. 
ii iùywv ^^^ *^® Apostle evidently speaks of those who are of the 
vófiou. Works of the law. that is, those who seek ris^hteousness in 

V6r. 10. V ^ * tj 

the law, either being ignorant of, or despising the grace of 
tKirurréots, the Gospcl, whom he opposes to those who are of the faith, 
ver. 9. ^^^^ jg^ those who belicvc in the Gospel and embrace its 
grace, and have obtained the blessing of Abraham, the 
promise of the Spirit, by which they fulfil the righteousness 
ver. 14. of the law, and so escape its curse. Of the former indeed, 
he shews that they neither have, nor can continue in ali 
things which the law commands, but he does not make the 
same determination conceming the latter. In one word, 
against the possibility of falfilling the law in every thing by 
the grace of the Gospel, (so far as it is imposed upon us as a 
law, that is, under pain of eternai death, or ever hath been 
imposed upon mankind from the fall of the first man,) the 
Apostle hath never said a word, nay hath often openly ac- 
knowledged the possibility of it, as we shall afterwards see. 

§ 13. Another argument of our opponents remaìns, in 

which they boast as unanswerable, taken from the foUowing 

Deut. 6. 6. passage : '^ And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with ali 

thine heart, and with ali thy soni, and with ali thy might." 

You see bere, say they, that the most complete and perfect 
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love of God is required in the law. But we may reply, that e h a p. 

this argument tums agaìnst themselves. For since God here • — 

does not demand any other love than that which may he per- 

formed by ali the heart, ali the soul, and ali the strength, it 

ìs evìdent that He demands nothing of us above^ or beyond 

Olir strength^ that measure of grace being taken into the con- 

sideration^ which God communicates^ or is ready to commu- 

nicate^ to ali. Now it is certain that we can ali of us obey 

God with ali onr strength^ for it is a contradiction in terms 

to assert that we cannot do any thiag according to our 

strength* The truth of this answer may be strongly 

established by these reasons : first^ God promises that He 

would give to His people what He bere demands^ a circum- 

eised heart, that they may love Him with ali their hearts. Deut30.6. 

Secondly, God Himself testifies that there bave been those 

who thus loved Him. Thus it is said of King Asa and ali 2Chron.i6. 

the people, '^ that they sought the Lord with ali their heart 

and ali their soni:" of David we read, "that he followed iKingsu. 

God with ali his heart, doing that which was rìght in His 

eyes :^^ but that is a remarkable testimony which the Holy 

Spirit gives of King Josiah, "that he tumed to the Lord2KiDg8 23. 

with ali his heart, with ali his soul, and with ali his might, 

according to ali the law of Moses.^* That undoubtedly is 

said to be done with ali the heart, to which any one gives the 

chief part of his study and application. In the same sense 

as we say a man gives himself up entirely to his books^ as 

Estius well remarks, to whom the reader may refer. Sent.iib.3. 

§ 14. I will finish these remarks by observing, that our § e, 8. * 
opinion of the possibility of fulfiUing the law, so far at least 
as it ever was a law imposed on man by God, is not a modem 
opinion^ but ratified by the unanimous consent of ali the 
ancients, who wrote before the Pelagian controversy had 
poUuted the springs of pure and primitive doctrine. The 
author of Questions and Answers to the Orthodox (among [p- 4*8. 
the Works of Justin) in the answer to question 103, which is : * 
" How God, commanding those thìngs which are above our 
strength, namely, that we should not sin, can condemn the 
sinner to torments, since a man cannot fulfil the law, as the 
Apostle testifies : ' No flesh shall be justified by the works of 
the law V '^ says what well deserves our attention. " What is 
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DI ss. ali the righteousness according to the law? It is to love 

'- — God more than oneself^ and our neighbour as oneself ; which 

things are not impossible to men willing to perform them. 
This expression therefore, ' by the works of the law no flesh 
shall be justified/ does not refer to the impossibility of our 
doing impossible things^ but to our unwillingness of perform- 
ing what is possible^ since we do not use our will for impos- 
sible but possible things. Por praise or blame aiises from our 
doing or not doing things which are possible and in. our 
power ; so that we men sin^ by not choosing to do^ and not 
[voi. il. from not being able.'' Basii the Great, in his Homily on 
Ben.^' ^^' ^^^ *®^* of Moses Attende tibi ipsi, rejects the opinion of 
those who affirm that the precepts of the law are impossible 
to be performed, as impious, and not to be home. His 
words are : " It is impious to assert that the precepts of the 
Hom. 18. Holy Spirit cannot be kept/' So also Chrysostom; "Do 
[voL*vii. ^o* *^^^ 1®* ^8 think that these precepts are impossible, for 
BenT* ^^' *^^y ^^ ^^^^ useful aud very easy to us if we would watch/' 
He expresses himself in the same manner in the eighth 
Homily on Bepentance, and on the lOlst Psalm. Neither 
did most of the Catholics, who wrote after or against 
Pelagius, think otherwise. Even Augustine himself, how- 
ever in other respects he might have grown too warm in 
that most unfortunate controversy, did not hesitate to allow 
that God had commanded possible things, and in this sense 
too, that each individuai believer was able to fulfil every and 
each command. And with Basii he condemns the contrary 
Seni). 191. opinion as gmlty of blasphemy and heresy : " We condemn 
pore. also the blasphemy of those who teach that God hath com- 
v! App?^* manded any thing impossible to be done by man, and that 
p 388.] the commands of God cannot be kept by individuals, but 
only by a community at large*^.'* 

<= Vid. Vossii Hist. Pelag., lib. v. part I. antithes. 6. 
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CHAP. Vili. 

THJS TRUE S0UBCE8 OF THE AP08TLE*8 ARGUMBNT LAID OPEN, WHICH ARE 
TWO ; FIRST, THAT JEWS A8 WEI<L A8 GEKTIIìES INDISCRIMIN ATBLT, AND 
ALL OF BVERT HATIOK, HAYE BEEN GUUìTT OF GREAT 8IM8, AND THERE- 
FORB 8UBJBCT TO THE JUDOMBNT AND ANGER OF GOD ; 8ECONDLT, THAT 
TN THE I.AW OF MOSES THERE 18 NO PROMISE OF TRUE AND PERFBCT 
REMISSION OF 8INS, OR OF DELIVERANCE FROM THE ANGER OF GOD, AND 

ETERNAI^ DEATH DUE TO SIN. HENCE 18 8HBWN IN WHAT MANNER 

THE APOSTLB DEDUCES BIS CONCLUSION. 

S 1. Fbom what has been already said. I thìnk it is suffi- chap. 

vili. 



ciently evident that the law of Moses did not require sinless 
obedience^ that is^ an innoceDcy free from the smallest trans- 
gression under pain of eternai death^ and that the Apostle's 
arguments are not founded on such a supposition^. It 
remains therefore for us to consider in what manner the 
Apostle proves bis conclusion; I think therefore, with defer- 
enee to better judgments, that the reasoning of the Apostle 
depends upon these two points. 

§ 2. First, that both Jews and Gentiles indiscriminatelj, 
and ali of every nation universally, were guilty of dreadfdl 
crimes, and therefore subject to the judgment and anger of 
God. This he particularly points out with respect to those 
Jews who sought righteousness in the law (a«i in answer to 
the first argument we bave observed in the last chapter;) seeGaLd. 
but the same is shewn to be the case of ali men in the third ^^' 
chapter of the Epistle to the Bomans, where the Apostle Rom. 3. 
charges both Jews and Gentiles with the guilt of many great 
crimes. 

§ 3. But that the context of this passage may be rightly 
understood, two things are to be particularly observed; one 
respecting the charge itself, the other, the persons against 
whom it is made. First, with respect to the charge, it must 
be observed, that it is not for ali offences, even the most 
trifling, but for sins strictly speaking% that is, the more 

** Vid. Episcop. — Respons. ad 64 them (i. e. not on account of the imper- 

Question. qusest. 20. fection of their nature), but for wìcked 

« " The whole world, or the greatest and cruel deeds," &c. Grotius on Rom. 

pòrtion of mankind, deserve the severest iii. 19. 
punishment, not for any thing bom in 
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DI ss. enormous offences. and such as deserved eternai death. Thìs 

II 
^ — appears both from the words in which the opinions proved in 

the preceding chapter^ and more fiilly demonstrated in this, 

ver. 9. are expressed by the Apostle, " We bave before proved both 

Jews and Gentiles to be ali under sin/' Where the phrase, 

to be under sin, clearly means to be subjeci to it, to be in 

the habit of committing great offences; such are also said 

eh. 7. 14. to be sold to sin ; and also from the context of the whole 

passage^ where the sins enumerated by the Apostle are ali of 

the most heinous nature. 

§ 4. Secondly, if you consider against whom this chai^e 

ver. 9, 19, is brought, they are both the Gentiles and the Jews : ali re- 

garded in that state in which they were before^ and without 

the grace of the Gospel. This is even manifest from the 

design of the Apostle^ which was to invite both Jews and 

G^ntiles^ convinced of their own guilt and misery, to seek 

and embrace the grace of the Gospel. St. Paul therefore 

contends^ that both Jews and Gentiles in that light are ali 

under sin. But you will object, that there were some at 

least among the Jews, who before the preaching of Christ, 

led a pious and blameless life, and were free from such vices 

ajs the Apostle bere mentions; as Zacharias, Elizabeth^ 

Simeon^ and others. To this I reply, that the observation 

is very true, and without doubt, among the Gentiles too, 

there were some who sincerely and heartily practised virtue 

and righteousness as far as it was known to them ; and of 

this I am persuaded both by reason and the Apostle himself; 

St;ech. 2. who hiuts as much in this Epistle. But as the objection 

27* ' * only relates to the Jews, we will confine our answer to them, 

leaving the reader to adapt it to the Gentiles with some little 

alteration. I say then, in the first place, that these pious 

men were extremely few among the Jews, and, compared to 

the rest, as a drop in the ocean. And therefore the Apostle 

made no great account of them ; but it was right on account 

of the extremely small number of the pious, to overlook them 

entirely when speaking of the wicked, who were in such 

numbers. And certainly expressions such as these, which 

the Apostle uses, are very common in Scripture, where they 

SeeJohn are undoubtedly used hyperbolically. Secondly, those few 

66.23; who wcrc rightcous under the law, did not receive their 
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rìghteousness from the law, but owed it to the Gospel- chap< 



vili. 



grace which before the preaching of the Gospel, in ali prior 
ages, ever exerted its power, although more sparingly aiidActs2. 17 
lesa frequently then, than since. In one word, they were led f^. ufiò 
by the Spirit, not of the law, but of the Gospel, and are to ^^*^- ^- ^' 
be reckoned among those who are of faith, and not of the 
Works of the lato ; therefore the author of the Epistle to the 
Hebrews shews, that ali the famous deeds of the pious men 
lyho lìved in the times of the Old Testamenti arose not &om 
the law but firom faith. Thirdly, it is probable that these 
few, at some time of their lives, fell into some sins or sin, 
which might be deserving of eternai death. Indeed this is 
certain, since of those to whom a blameless and perfect obedi- 
enee of the law under the Old Testament is attributed, it is 
said expressly that they had at one time or other faUen into 
great sins and weU deserving death; as Asa, David, Josias, and 2 Chron. 
others. And in this sense I think the foUowing passage must 1 Kìngs 
be understood ; " Ali bave sinned, and come short of tJbe glory 2^chron. 
of God/' These words seem to be universal, and to except ^- 22. 
none from not having been guilty at some period of their ^^'' ^' 
lives of some offences, or some one greater sin. 

§ 5. And this seems to be what the Scriptures assert in 
various places, as for instance, "For there is no man that 1 Kings 
sinneth not -" and, " If we say that we bave no sin we deceive l'joh. 1. 
ourselves, and the truth is not in us ;^^ and, '' If we say that ®' *^* 
we bave not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is 
not in us/^ That this passage must be understood of sins 
strictly speaking, and not of trifling errors only, and is entirely 
general, is proved both from the matter itself, and from what 
follows in the second chapter of the same Epistle. And even 1 John 2. 
here it must be observed, that St. John speaks in the past *' ^' 
time : " K we say that we have not sinned,'' that is, before 
our knowledge of the Gospel. Evidently the holy Apostle 
meant that the Christians to whom he wrote should dili- 
gently keep themselves free from the crime of ingratitude, 
and because they were freed from sin, should not attributo 
that effect to themselves, or to the law of Moses, or of nature, 
but to the grace of the Gospel only. Otherwise he does not 
appear to deny but that after the knowledge of the Gospel, 
and the reception of its grace, some might be without sin. 
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D 1 8 8. 80 that the word #tn' is used by hìm not for acts of mere 
ignorance^ nor for sudden, unforeseen offences, but for those 



8ÌD8 which requìre time for the performance^ as Grotius 
observes^ and do not prevent deliberation. The possibilìty 
1 Joh. s. 1. of this he clearly hìnts at^ where he eamestly exhorts Chris- 
tians not to sin. Perhaps it may be objeeted that the Apostle 
1 Joh. 1. a nses the present tense^ *' if we say that we bave no sin ;' and 
that he therefore implies that no man^ even after receiving 
the Grospel^ either is^ or can be^ &ee firom those sins which 
are strictly so called. But this objection is easìly removed. 
à/taprloM For io hav€ mfif, and io sin, or commit sin, are not qiùte 
fij^fi^d- the same thing. For to have sin is not to be nota in sin, as 
l* ! ^ ' i Grotius observes, but to be guilty of sins formerly committed^ 
iroicu'. as most clearly appears from the Gospel of St. John. The 
15.'^^! senso then is^ If we say that before the knowledge of the 
Gospel we did not grievously offenda and therefore were 
guilty of eternai death^ and even now would be guilty^ were 
it not for the grace and mercy of the Gospel^ we are clearly 
liars^ and ungrateful to the Grospel^ and that Truth which we 
profess. In shorts St. John himself interprets bis own mean- 
ing, since that which he had before saìd in these words, " we 
have sin," he afterwards explains not by we sin, in the pre- 
àfiofndafO' sent, but we fuive sinned, in the past. — ^But let us now re- 

?;::u--*^*^st.Paui. 

M*". § 6. From what has been said, it appears that the whole of 

the first point upon which the Apostle grounds bis argument 
is this, that Jews as well as Gentiles, as to the far greatest 
part of them, were plainly under the dominion of sin, and 
enslaved by the worst vices. And they who of either people 
were the best and the most pious, did not so live as not to fall 
into some sins, or some sin at least, of a graver character, and 
worthy of death, and therefore ali Jews and Gentiles indis- 
criminately, are ali, without exception, subject to God's wrath 

▼cr. 19. and eternai death. 

' " Such as have not sinned from the Spenc. (e. 69. p. 493.) 

heginningarenottohefound; and such [The *perfect' word is opposed to 

as have not sinned after conversion hut the imperfect participation which the 

rarely: and they hecome such hycoming heathen enjoyed. See Just. Mart. Ap. 

to the saving word, hut are not such 2. §'.8. 13. — Ed.] 

hefore they come: for without the word, « '" For this is not to have sin, not to 

and that the perfect word, it is impos- he guilty of sin." Aug., tom. vii. de 

sible for a man to become without sin." Nupt. et Concup. i. 26. ftvol. x. p. 295.] 
Origen. cont. Cels., Uh. iii. p. 153. edit. 
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§ 7. What the Apostle next tàkes for granted in his argu* e h a p. 
ment is this, that in the law of Moses is promised no trae ^^^^' 
and perfect remission of sins^ or redemption fix)m Divine wrath^ 
and eternai death due to sin. To this the Apostle manifesti^ 
rcjfers in the afore-mentioned chapter^ where having dedueed ver. 20. 
this conclusion from the supposition jnst proved, namely^ 
that no one con be jvstified in the sight of God by the worka 
ofthe laWf immediately adds this second supposition^ without 
which his whole argument would have been unsupported^ in 
these words, '^ for by the law is the knowledge of sin -/^ which 
sentence must undoubtedly be considered exelusively, thus ; 
By the law is the knowledge of sin only, not the remission; 
by the law therefore there is no justification. 

§ 8. I know yery well that there are some who^ after Origen^ 
ìnterpret this passage not as speaking of the law of Moses^ but 
of nature : but they are mistaken^. For in the first place, 
though many before the law was given had a knowledge of 
their offences, their own consciences accusing them, yet stili 
that knowledge was very obscure and imperfect, for the naturai 
light of reason was so darkened by sin, that they did not con- 
sider many things to be sins which really were so, and ac- 
counted many trifling which were heinous. But by the law 
given by Grod, and inscribed upon tables, a much clearer and 
more perfect knowledge of sin arose, not only as to how far 
it is repugnant to right reason, but also as to how it is an 
offence to God, and would be severely punished by Him ; of 
both which, by the light of nature only, but few men and that See Rom. 
imperfectly could gain the knowledge. Secondly, If you 
Ìnterpret this passage of the law of nature, it will not be of 
equal force against the Jew, who might say, Although by the 
law of nature there is the knowledge of sin only, yet more 
must be attributed to the Divine law which he had received. 
Again : If you Ìnterpret these words of the written law of 
Moses only, they wiQ have no force against the Gentiles, who 
have nothing to do with this law; it follows, therefore, that 
this passage must be interpreted of both laws, that of Moses 
and that of nature. I answer, By no means ; for in the first 
place, if you understand the Apostle as speaking of the writ- 
ten law only, stili his argument will remaìn in full force 

^ Vid. Estium in loc. 
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92 Chì'ist only can redeem from the curae oftlie law. 

DIS& ugainst the Gentiles^ since it is drawn in this manner: K 
— — '- — the law given by God as a kind of interpreter of the naturai 



law obscured by sin, explaining and renewing it, be stili un- 
able to produce righteousness, much lesa can the naturai law 
alone do it. Wherefore, if from the works of the written lafw, 
no Jew can be justified, it must be understood as a necessarj 
consequence that much less can the Gentile be justified by 
the Works of the naturai law. But, secondly, what St. Paul 
observes of the Mosaic law, applies particularly to the Gentiles, 
because many of them who believed in the Gospel had been 
led by the instigation either of Jewish teachers, or other 
Judaizers, into such an admiration of the Mosaic law as 
entirely to despise, or but lightly esteem, the most holy 
Gospel of Christ. Therefore, undoubtedly, the Apostle un- 
dertook this careful examination of the Mosaic law, chiefly 
for the sake of those Gentiles who had been thus unfor- 
tunately seduced. 

§ 9. But this defect of the Mosaic law in promising no 
freedom from the Divine wrath incurred by sin, is more 

Gal. 3. 10. clearly shewn by the Apostle in his Epistle to the Galatians, 
where he pronounces ali who are of the works of the law to 
be under the curse, that is, so bound by the condemning 
sentence of the law, that no hope of relief in that law appears 
to them; which he more openly teaches in the thirteenth 

ver. 13. verse ; shewing that Christ alone, who was made ^^ a curse 
for US," has redeemed us " from the curse of the law.'^ 

§ 10. We said expressly, that the law contained no trae 
and perfect remission of sin, because we very well know, that 
by the Mosaic law some pardon, of . whatever nature it really 
was, was given to sins, although voluntary and heinous. 
Por although those sins which were committed through 
manifest pride, rebellion, and presumption, could be expiated 
by no sacrifico, but were punished by death, without pardon 

SeeNum. and mercy, except the special favour of God intervened; 

&c. ' ' "yet," as a learned man* has well observed, "among these 
sins must not be reckoned ali which are voluntary, or bave 
been designedly committed, but those only which arise from 
an impious contempt of the commands of God, or the obsti- 
nacy of an insolent disposition." That persons of the opposite 

i Episcop. Institut. Theolog. iii. 3. 2. [voi. i. p. 7l.J " 
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opinion are in error will appear from considering, that God e H a p. 
hath provided sacrifices for sins such as these, thje not re- 



stùrìng of the pledge, cheating another, denial of fiììding any 
property, and that with an oath. Therefore in the Mosaic Lev. 6. 2-4. 
law, pardon was provided for sins even of a more heinous 
kind. But of what nature was this pardon ? It was external, 
civil, temporal, and regarded only this earthly life. 

§ 11. For the law, so far as it was the instrument of civil 
society, intended for the happiness 0/ the community, prò- Beatitudu 
mised long life to those who lived according to the law ; as, t^,!^^^*' 
on the other hand, it threatened a violent death to trans- 1®^'®- ?• 

' . See Exod. 

gressors. But God the Supreme Lawgiver, in His mercy, 20. 7. 
lest the whole people should be cut off by the punishments 
due to sin, determined that some only of the most atrocious 
crimes should be expiated by death, (as those which militated 
against civil life and customs, as also against that theocratical 
poKty for the protection of which the Mosaic law was given, 
such as idolatry, murder, adultery, &c.), but that for men 
guUty of the breach of some legai rite, or poUuted by some 
crime inferior to those above mentioned, sacrifices should be 
offered, and so the punishment of corporal death, which the 
man deserved, should be transferred to the beast. So that the 
sacrifices of Moses afforded an earthly redemption only, since 
by Divine appointment they freed men from violent and un- 
timely death, but produced no remedy against death itself. 
In short, they granted no pardon to which the gift of eternai 
life was united, for of that neither promise nor mention is 
made in the law of Moses. 

§ 12. To this the divine author of the Epistle to the 
Hebrews alludes when speaking of sacrifices prescribed in the Heb. 9. 
law ; he denies that they could make perfect the conscience of 
the worshi^er, that is, could free a man in the sight of God 
fipom the internai guilt of sin, but were only effectual to the ver. 13. 
purifying of the flesh, to free a man externally from corporal 
punishment and death. In the same senso must be under- 
stood what the same writer teaches with much force, that no 
perfection could be expected from the priesthood of Aaron, 
that is, from the sacrifices offered by that priesthood : " The Heb. 7. 
law made nothing (that is, no man) perfect.^^ In which yg^, jg^ 
passages, hj perfection, is principally meant a filli and perfect, ^^^ '^' *• 
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94 How the Apostle deduces Ma conclusion 

D 1 8 s. that is^ an eternai freedom &om ali sin^ both amali and great^ 
— ~ — which he very justly denied could be obtained by the Mosaìc 



law. 

§ 18. Whoever properly comprehends these things will 
clearly see why the Apostle refases justification to the law 
of Moses^ not becaase ìt demanded a most perfect^ and there- 
fore an impossible obedience^ as the condition of justification^ 
but because it provided no trae justification whatever^ that 
is^ one united with the gift of eternai life upon any con- 
ditions. 

§ 14. From these premises then the Apostle deduces bis 
conclusione which is this; that neither Jews nor Grentilea 
(whom he comprehends under the expression ali flesh) can 
be justified by the law of Moses in the sight of God : which 
words are decidedly significante because the law had a certain 
justification peculiar to itself before men^ and efibctual in 
obtaining earthly happiness, but not the kingdom of heaven : 
which the author of the Commentaries attributed to Ambrose'^ 
well explains thus : '' It is true that no man is justified by the 
law, but this is before God, for he is justified before men, so 
as to be secure in this life. But if he would be justified 
before God he must follow the faith of God ; otherwise, though 
he be safe bere, he will be guilty hereafter.'' 

§ 15. The whole of the Apostle's argument may be com- 
prehended in this syllogism : 

At the judgment-seat of Gt)d, no man can be justified by 
the law of Moses, who is guilty of those sins for which no 
remission is provided at that judgment-seat by that law : 

But aU, both Jews and Greeks, are guilty of those sins for 
which no remission is provided at that judgment-seat by the 
law of Moses : 

Therefore no man, Jew or Greek, can be justified by the 
law of Moses at the judgment-seat of God. 

Hence the Apostle infers, that both Jews and Greeks must 

bave recourse to another covenànt affording more extensive 

mercy; to that, namely, established by the blood of Jesus 

Christ, in whom is not a tempora! only, Imt an eternai re- 

Heb. 5. 9; demptum and salvation. For a most foli and perfect for- 

' '^ giveness of aU sins, however heinous, united with the gift of 



k In Gal. ili. Op. voi. ii. p. 220. 
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eternai life, is promised to ali those who, througli faith in chap. 

Christ, eamestly repent themselves of their former sins, and -^^^ 

dedicate themselves to God and a holy life. Por bere indeed 
St. Paul urges upon Gentiles as well as Jews, what he had 
before particularly recommended to the Jews only: "Be it Acts 13.38. 
known unto you therefore, men and brethren, that through ^• 
this man (Christ) is preached unto you the forgiveness of 
sins, and by Him ali that believe are justified from aU things, 
from which ye could not be justified by the law of Moses/' 
Where the Apostle appears to affirm two things^ not only 
that through Jesus was preached a spiritual remission of sins 
(which the law did not provide), but that every one who 
believed in Him should be justified from ali things from 
which no man could be justified, not even in an earthly sense, 
by the law of Moses. — ^And thus far of the Apostle's first 
argument. 



CHAP. IX. 

THE SECOKD AftOUMENT OF THE APOSTLE TAKEN FBOM THE WEAKNE8S OF 

THE IiAW, OB ITS WANT OF AIBINO OBACB CEBTAIN PA88AGB8 TO THAT 

EFFBCT PBODUCED. — THE SEYENTH CHAPTEB OF THE BOMAES EX- 
PliAINED. — ^THAT 8T. PAUL IS THEBE 8PEAKINO OF MAE UNDEB THE 
LAW, AND NOT ASSISTEB BT THE OBACE OF THE G08PEL CLEABLT 
8HEWN. — ABOUMENT8 TO THE CONTBABT AE8WEBBD,— GAL. V. 17, EX- 
PLAINBD. 

§ 1. The second argument by which St. Paul proves the 
impossibility of justification by the Mosaic law, and which 
equally affects the whole law, is taken from another defect of 
that covenant, its want, namely, of aiding Grace. For as the 
old law gave no full and sufficient pardon for past sins, so 
neither did it afford any assistance to prevent future ones. 
The Apostle makes great use of this argument, shewing, that 
the law is of itself very weak, and entirely destitute of that 
strength by which iinhappy men might be drawn from the 
dominion of sin and an inveterate habit of sinning, to a 
righteousness, true, agreeable to God, and productive of 
salvation. 
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96 Wèakness of the law from its want of assisting grace, 

D I s s. § 2. That remarkable passage in the Epistle to the Eomans 
r '- — refers to this point : " For what the law cotdd not do in 

Rom. 8. 3. *^ 

that it was weak through the flesh, God sendiug His own Son 
in the hkeness of sinful flesh^ and for sin^ condemned sin in 
the flesh/' — T6 dSvvarov rov vofwv, the Latin version has well 
rendered by Quod impossibile erat legi ; for the genitive case 
when joined with such adjectives has the force of the dative ; 
€v ò '^in that/^ is because, inasmuch as, qma, or in quarUum; 
rj<r0€V€t ^^ was weak/^ Bià 7779 aapKÒ^ " through the flesh/^ i. e. 
the carnai affeciions of men checked its power ; iv òfwmfuiTi 
aapicòf; àfiaprrlasy of flesh exposed to, or under the power of 
sin; ^'and for sin'' kqì irepì àfiaprui^y is the same as because 
Roni.4.25. o/J on account of sin; as Sta rà TrapairrayfiaTa, "for our 
Heb. 10.6; oflfences/' or as others, and the margin of our Bible, " a sacri- 
fico for sia;" '^ condemned sin in the flesh/' that is, He 
destroyed sin by the deliverance up of His own flesh to death; 
or, by that oblation of His own flesh He destroyed sin in our 
flesh : by the change of the antecedent for the consequent, 
Kuraucpi' to condcmn is bere put for interficerCy to put to death, as 
IItÌic « condemnation for death : because such is generally the fate 
of the condemned: He put to death, that is, gave us the 
power of so doing : by destroying or putting to death, we 
mean the taking away the eflSciency or power. 

The foUowing then seems to be the most simple interpreta- 
tion of the passage : The law could by no means repress the 
carnai affections of men, or free them from the force and 
tyranny of habitual sin, and lead them to true righteousness. 
The Son of God alone could perform this, and He hath 
actually done it, who by the merit of His death hath not 
only freed us from eternai death due to our sins, but hath 
by the power and efficacy of His death also enabled us to be 
dead unto sin itself, and alive unto God and true righteous- 
ness, as it follows in the fourth verse, " that the righteousness 
of the law might be ftdfilled in us." 

§ 3. The author of the Epistle to the Hebrews says the 

same, when he concludes " that the disannulling of the com- 

chap.7.18. mandment going before" was necessary "on account of the 

wèakness and unprofitableness thereof." Here the word 

Àvrox^. commandment seems intended to signify the whole law of 

Moses, with ali its precepts, although the ceremonial law is 
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there prìncìpally referred to : but the same is more clearly e h a p. 

taught where speaking of the old Mosaic covenant he says 

that it was uot altogether fauUless, or entirelj free from i^tfi^or. 
defect^ and therefore hints that it was defective in some point. ^®'' ^* 
What that defect was, he shews from the words of Jeremiah, 
namely, that it was unable to retain the covenanted in their 
duty, or to assist them in the performance of its commands. 
For when God, according to the prophet, says that He wonld 
aboUsh the Mosaic covenant and substitute another in its 
place, because the Jews had not remained in that covenant, 
He clearly implies that the cause why the Jews did not remain 
in that covenant did not whoUy arise from their faults, but 
£rom some defect of the covenant itself, or else what would 
bave been the use of abolishing that covenant, and substi- 
tating a new one for it ? 

§ 4. But to prove this matter there is no occasion to select 
verses from various passages, when we bave before us the 
seventh chapter of the Epistle to the Bomans, in which the 
Apostle professedly treats upon this subject; where, after 
he had laid open that great mystery which among many 2 Cor. 12. 
others was revealed to him before ali the other Apostles, 
namely, that not only the converted Gentiles but even the 
Jews themselves, who had embraced the faith of Christ, were 
no longer bound by the law of Moses, but were as free from 
that obligation as a woman is free from the bond of marriage 
upon the death of her husband ; he at length proceeds to shew ver. 6, 6. 
what and how great a privilege this is, that he might excite 
the Jews to embrace it with ali eagemess. His words are, 
"Ore yàp ^fieu iv Trj trapKÌ^ When we were under the carnai 
discipline of the law (for that these words must be so ex- 
plained is plain from the antithesis they bear to those which 
foUow, wpl Be KaTqpyrjOrìiieu àirh rov vofiov, but noto we are 
delivered from the law)y rà iratìrniara r&v àfjMfm&v rà Bui 
Tov vófiov, the motions ofsins which were (supply with Chrysos- 
tom ^Mivófieva, or yv(opi^6fi>€Pa, or even yùvófieva, made mani- 
fest, or knoum by, or happened) by the law, èvrjpyeiro iv rol^ fieke- 
triv riiiSnf, did work in ali our members, ek rò fcap7ro<f>op7Ja-a4, rS 
Oavàrtp, 80 that from the law we derived this fruii only, namely, 
that on account of sins committed against it we became subject 
unto eternai death : wvì he Karrfpyqffrffiev ànò tov v6fu>v, bui 

BULL. Il 
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D 1 8 s. now we are delwered firom the law, diroffavóvro^ èv ^ Karei^o- 
'- — fi€0a, the chain cfthe law being loased by which we were befbre 



bound, &<rT€ SovXeveiv fjfia^ iv KOAV&rvfn irveófuno^, /eoi od 
TTCbKaUnrjiri ypdfifmro^, tfaat is^ that we shoidd no Umger serve 
the Most Holy God in carnai ceremonies and ewtemal observ- 
ances anly, but should attain unto that true neumess of Ufe, 
aìuì inward purity of heart, which was the end andfulfiUing of 
the old law, 

§ 5. Here it must be observed that the Apostle ìs nat 
satisfied wìtfa saying that the law was not able to take away 
the evìl inclìnatìons of men^ but accordìng to his usuai man- 
ner earrìes it into the opposite extreme^ by proviug that 
the law indirectly served to excite and inflame them. Thìs 
he hints in these words: ''the motions of sins which were 
by the law;" namely, those evil inclinations were not only 
known by the law, but in a certain sense took their rise, or 
at least derived increase &om the law. For our old Adam 
and the indulgent nature of sin, being irritated by the pro- 
hibition of the law, and naturally inclined to any thing for- 
bidden, began to exert its force, while it became more ardent 
&om the desire of what was forbidden. Or, as others think, 
because the law provides no punishment for some crimes, 
especially internai ones, such as the desire of what is for- 
iupopfi^y bidden, hence men, taking occasion of sinning safely, and 
ver. sT*** with the hope of impunity, indulged themselves in internai 
uncleanness of this kind. Whichever may be the case, it is 
certain that the Apostle shews the law of Moses to bave pro- 
yided not only no remedy for this disease of evil desires, but 
that this disease became worse from the time that the law 
was given. 

§ 6. But because this expression might appear odioii%;^ 
the Jews, and give them an opportunity of accusing tìÉ- 
Apostle as having taught that the law was the cause of sin, 
ver. 7. and therefore evil, he prudently anticipates and takes away 
this objection, by shewing that the law is free fpom any blame 
on its part, since it had performed ali that is possible for a 
law to do, in forbidding ali sin, eten internai sinfdl desires, 
which without the law men wouM scarcely bave known to 
bave been sins. What then ? If men after the giving of the 
law became worse, that arose not from the nature of the 
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law. but from the fault of meu themselves who abused the e H a p. 

IX 

saered law. On this point the Apostle dwells up to the- 



thìrteenth verse, where he starts a new objection, arising 
from the above answer: '^Was then that which ìs good 
made death unto me?'^ that is, the cause of death. The 
Apostle answers, ^' Grod forbìd'^ that it should be called the 
cause of death, »nce ìt is only au oceasion, and that too not 
given, but taken. For sin is the true cause of this death, or 
rather the carnai affections of men enslaved by TÌces which 
are coutrary to a spiritual law ; hence when the j knew the 
law and wished to perform it, they could not, being hurried 
away bj these affections. From this he deduces an argu- ver. i4, u. 
ment by which he vindicates the holiness of the law ; namely, 
that even bad men themselves approvo it while they transgress 
ìt, their own consciences punishing them in silence f(»* the 
offences committed against it. And in describing in most ver. i6. 
magnificent language this contest between the mind and the 
members, between conscience and the flesh, of a man under 
the law and destitute of the grace of the Gospel (speaking 
figuratively and in bis own person), the Apostle proceeds 
from the sixteenth verse to the end of the chapter. In the 
foUowing chapter he repeats what he had already observed 
in the former chapter (whenCe he had made a digression chap. 7. 
to answer the objection jHroposed in verse seven, and ' ' 
which digression continues to the eighth chapter), and 
what he had observed was this: That the bond of the 
Mosaic law was broken, and that lU) one wouid be in fu- 
ture condemned for not performing its <»remonies, provided 
only he keep to that way of spiritual life conmumded by the ver. i. 
Gospel; and he then shews that ali Christiana were by the ver. 2—4. 
Grospel freed from that dominion of ain from which iktaee 
was neither hope nor possibility of freedom by the Mosaic 
law. 

§ 7. The above analysis of this chapter is so easy and 
clear, that it is very wonderful how leamed men could sup« 
pose that in the latter part of the chapter the Apostle de- 
scribes the state of a regenerate person, and of one blessed 
with the grace of the Gospel. That opinion, certainly, be- 
sides being contrary to almost ali antiquity before Augustine, 
and which even Augustine himself at one time rejected, is 
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100 St. Paul is noi descrUnng a regenerate person. Rom. vii. 16. 

D I s s. clogged with insoperable difficulties and (not to speak more 

' — strongly) most evident absurdities. 

§ 8. For in the first place it supposes that the Apostle 
here introduces observatìons unimportant and perfectly 
foreign to his design. For ìt is most clear that at the be- 
ginning of the chapter he speaks of the inefficacy of the law 
in freeing men from the dominion of sin, and moreover shews 
that so far from doing that^ it even irritated and increased 
the force of evil desire. From this doctrine, and this only, 
arose the objections which the Apostle discusses in the seventh 
and thirteenth verses. But it is altogether absurd that the 
Apostle shonld answer objections arising from the inefficacy 
of the law in those who bave not the grace of the Gospel, by 
a representation of his own state under the Gospel. In the 
next place, since ali allow that the Apostle from the seventh 
verse to the fourteenth is speaking of the state of a man 
under the law^ what sufficient reason^ I ask, can be imagined 
that we should suppose he changes his design in the fourteenth 
and fifteenth verses, especially as the words of the fourteenth 
verse contain evidently the reason of what had gone before, 
as appears by the causative article/or, which connects it with 
the preceding verses. Now in the thirteenth verse this was 
the objection proposed : That it was wonderfdl that the very 
law, which by its own nature was holy and good, could be 
the cause of death to any one K And I would ask how the 
foUowing verses answer this objection, if the Apostle in them 
speaks of his own regeneration, since in that state he is no 
longer under the law, neither has any connexion with it ; can 
that reasoning, which represents the condition of a man 
under the Grospel, be ever intended to prove that the law is 
not the cause of death to those who live under the law ? Let 
the thirteenth and following verses be paraphrased according 
to this interpretation, and instead of the Apostle^s wonder- 
friUy concise argument we shall have an unconnected string 
of observations. 

§ 9. The usuai objection of the change of time in the 
fourteenth verse is so trìfling, that it is truly a disgrace that 
serious men should ever have used it as an argument : for 
what does it amount to ? Because the Apostle changes from 

1 Vid. Amyrald. Consider. 2. Rom. vii. p. 23, 24. 
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But one unregenerate, carnai, the slave ofsin, 101 

the past tense to the present/ must it therefore be supposed CH ap. 
that he also changes the originai design of his argument '- — 



for one totally foreign to it? Who is ignorant that this 
change of tenses is extremely common to ali wrìters even in 
the same context^ and especially while speaking of the same 
matter? But what if the reason for this change appears 
from the context itself ? For the Apostle in the ninth verse 
considers man as here represented in that state in which he 
was before he had received the law. Then in the foUowing 
verses to the fourteenth he shews the eventi that is^ what had 
bappened to him in consequence of having received the law, 
namely^ that by the law he became guilty of a greater offence, 
and subject to a more severe punishment. So far then it 
was requisite that the Apostle should use the past tense ; but 
at the fourteenth verse he shews the reason why the conse- 
quences of the law were different from what it had intended : 
the nature of the law^ says he^ is different from that of the 
men who are under the law. The law is spiritual^ proceeding 
from the Spirìt of God^ and prescribing a spiritual mode of 
living ; but man under the law is carnai^ and enslaved by the 
lusts of the flesh. But it would bave been improper that the 
Apostle^ explaining a case even then existing, should speak in 
the past time, or say, '^ the law wc^ spiritual," but '^ I was 
carnai -,' how much more fit was it to use the present : — " The 
law Ì8 spiritual, but I am carnai," as will readily appear to 
every one who attentively considers the matter. 

§ 10. But this opinion not only makes the Apostle's 
reasoning unconnected, but even contradictory to itself. 
For undoubtedly what is said of the character described in 
this chapter, is so diametrically opposite to what the Apostle 
says of the regenerate man in the sixth chapter before and 
eighth chapter following it, that one might sooner recon- 
cile light with darkness, life with death, and heaven with 
hell, than these with each other. Of the man here described 
it is said, "I am carnai.^' But of the regenerated, "he walks ver. u. 
not after the flesh, but after the Spirit." Of the first, that eh 8. i. 
'' he is sold unto sin,^^ like a slave who is delivered up to the 
power of a master, like Ahab, the worst of men as well as ^pàeri 
kings, who is described in Scripture as "being sold to ào^Òy^^^J 
wickedness." But of the regenerate it is affirmed, " that 21*^^^^ 
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102 Such ewprenions noi used of mere if^rmUies. 
D 1 8 s. being fireed firom sin he Ì8 made the servant of rìghteousness; 



.' — To the man descrìbed in thìa sevenUi chapter the Àpostle 

allows the knowledge of what is good^ and an inefficacious 

wish of perfonning it^ but the power of performing that 

ch.7.]8,i9. which is good he totally denies him ; whilst of the regenerate 

Phii. 2. 13. the Apostle affirms, that '' God worketh in them to wiU and to 

Phii. 4. 13. do f and of himself says^ that '' by the grace of Christ he could 

do ali things/' Lastly, it is said of the man here described^ 

" that the law in his members hath brought him into captiirity 

eh. 7. 23. to the law of sin/' But of the regenerate it is immediately 

eh. 8. 2. afterwards affirmed^ that *' the law of the Spirit of life in Christ 

Jesus hath made him free from the law of sin and death/' 

§ 11. That which some say*"^ that St. Paul might bave 
witii justice applied ali this to himself, '^in respect of those 
infirmities to which even holy men, as long as they are in 
* the flesh, remain exposed ; though tfaey are not the cause of 
death to them, because they are not imputed to such as de- 
plore and strive against them, but are forgiven them for Chrìst's 
sake /' this, I say, has not the least show of probability. For 
who will suppose that the expressions to be carnai, — the slave of 
sin, — unable to do that which is good, — to be led captive to the 
law of sin, — to serve the law of sin, mean nothing more than 
those infirmities which during this life are to be found even in 
the most holy men ? In what stronger terms could St. Paul 
bave described the condition of a man enslaved to the grossest 
vices ? how widely different is this interpretation of these ex- 
pressions from their plain and general senso thronghout the 
trrptfiXM' Holy Scriptures ? and lastly, what is it (if this is not) to wrest 
^**' St. Paul's words and to do open violence to Holy Scripture ? 

§ 12. Let US now discuss those arguments by which the 
contrary interpretation is generally supported. Parseus, in 
expkdning this chapter, brings these forward and defends 
them with ali his might" : 1. '* It is evident,'' he says, ''that 
the Apostle is speaking of himself and not of another, for he 
continues his complaint conceming himself in the first per- 
son through twelve whole verses, 'I am carnai,' &c., nor 
does he any where hint that he is speaking of another. It 
would therefore be too daring a forgery, and perversion of 
the plain text, thus to wrest his words, Not I, but some one 

™ Paraeus in Rom. vii. 14. [p. 473.] » In Rom. vii. dub. 4. p. 402 — 4. 
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Change of persons frequently used by St. Perni, 103 

ehe i$ carnai,^ &c. I auswer : A poor argument^ indeed^ though e H a p. 
zealously put forward. Every one in any degree axjquainted 



with St. Fanl^s Epistles must be aware that this change ofn^raurxn- 
person is a very favoiirite way of bis expressing in bis own f^^^^f^^- 
person the state or circumstances of others. We bave an 
example of tbe use of tbis figure in tbe fourtb ebapter of 
tbe first Epistle to tbe Corintbians tbe fiftb verse^ compared 
witb verse tbe sixtb^ wbere tbe Àpostle plainly declares tbat 
be bad " transferred tbese tbings in a figure /' and it bas ^«tcmtxij- 
been well observed by tbe ancìents tbat tbe Apostle made seraUo 
most frequent use of tbis figure wben be wisbed tbus to ex- f c^r.l;. 
press disagreeable matter witb forbearance : tbus St. Cbry- \^ |^J ^"^ 
sostom ; ^^ He always rebearses unpleasant subjects in bis 30. 
own person:'' and Jerome on Daniel; "Tbe sins of tbe ^*^;;.^- '**• 
people^ in tbat be was one of tbe people, be enumerates in ^p^iKà 
bis own person; wbicb we find tbe Apostle also doing in bis oiVeL^ 
Epistle to tbe Bomans :'' wbere be very probably alludes to ^po<r^^ov 
tbis passage. 

§ 13. Paraeus objects "tbat it is true a ebange of persons 
is found in Scripture, but tbat wberever it occurs its mean- 
ing is always plain from tbe context, but tbat bere it is by no 
means so.'' Now I sbould say tbat if it is plain in any 
passage^ it is doubly plain bere ; for not to mention tbe argu- 
ments already brougbt forward wbicb absolutely require tbis 
figure^ tbe Apostle, wben wisbing to answer tbe objection 
tbat tbe law is tbe cause of sin, and so to sbew tbat so far 
from being tbe cause it alone accurately and fairly laid open 
tbe nature of sin, says, tbat be sbould not bave known sin 
but by tbe law, and tbat once wben be was witbout tbe law 
he did not know it; surely tbis being witbout the law denotes ver. 2. 
in the Apostle's writings tbe state and condition of Gentiles, 
or of those who are witbout a written law, as opposed to x«pl* 
those who live under the dispensation of a law. For to live ^^^^^ 
taithaut the law, and lawlessly, or lawless, mean the same thing. &yonotf. 
Now tbe Apostle surely was never witbout the law, inasmuch see 
as be was a Jew by birtb, a disciple of Gamaliel from bis j ^^f 9. * 
cbildhood, and one who bad imbibed tbe teaching of the law 20, 21. 
with bis mother's milk. It is necessary, therefore, for us to 
suppose tbat the Apostle wisbed to represent in his own per- 
son the state of the Jews : in the first place such as they 
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104 St. PauPs meaniny ofbeing ^vnthout the lato! 

D I s s. were without the lato, i. e. before the law was given, and then 

— as they were when the commandment carne, i. e. after the law 

was given. And if he began bis argument with this change 
of person^ what reason is there to induce us to believe that he 
did not continue it in the following verses? 
in ver. 9. § 14. Farseus bere replies, that " St. Paul says he was 
without the law, not because he had it not, or was ignorant 
of it ; but because he was careless in the consideration of it, 
not perceiving that it condemned ali concupiscence as mortai 
sin.'' So also he explains the words when the commandment 
carne : " he says, that it carne to him not because he had it 
not before, but because he had not understood it : for tbat 
which we bave but understand not, is to us as though we 
had it not.'* But who is now ta be charged with a manifest 
perversion ofthe passage let the candid reader judge. For 
in the first place, who would ever say that a man is witboat 
the law, who, while he has the law and knows that he has it, 
does not thoroughly understand it ? Certainly Holy Scripture 
never so speaks. I challenge him to produce a single instance. 
2dly. It is easy to determine what the words when the com- 
Rom.ò. 20. mandment carne mean, firom the corresponding passage, ^^More- 
over the law entered that the offence might abound." Who 
does not see that the passage in question is exactly the same 
as this? for what is there expressed by the lato entered, 
is bere expressed by when the commandment carne: there 
it is that the offence might abound, bere, that sin revived, 
Now it is quite clear that the entering in of the law in the 
fifth chapter of the Epistle to the Romans, does not mean 
the spiritual perception of the law, but its first entrance 
into the world, when it was given to men: and therefore 
the coming of the commandment in the other passage 
means the same thing. Srdly. In the last place I would 
ask at what time St. Paul says that he lived without the 
law, that is, without a trae perception of it? To this 
question Paraeus professedly replies in bis explanation of the 
third difficulty in this chapter, in the following words : "°He 
must be understood to speak of bis early, middle, or present 
age : it is clear he is not speaking of the last, nor of his child- 
hood : for the eflFects which he attributes to sin and to the 

o Vid. etìam Calvin, in lociim. 
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law are not foimd in cliildliood : neither does he speak of a e H a p. 

merely elementary knowledge of the law, but of such as ~ — 

adults and even doctors of the law possess, as he mentions 
in the seventeenth verse of the eleventh chapter : it is plain 
therefore that he is speaking of bis middle age, which he 
passed as a Pharisee/^ And in what foUows he contends 
that during the whole of that perìod St. Pani was ivithout the 
law in the sense above mentioned. Now from these words of 
Parsens I deduce the following argument : If St. Paul as long 
as he was a Pharisee was without the law, the commandment 
must bave come to him when he was brought to the faith of 
Christ, and not till then: but this is perfectly at variance 
with bis own words, that " when the commandment carne sin ver. 9, 10, 
revived, and I died, and the commandment which was 
ordained to life I found to be unto death; for sin, taking 
occasion by the law, deceived me, and by it slew me,^' which 
no one in bis senses would say befel St. Paul after his con- 
version to Christ ; but this is the way in which leamed men, 
while they do violence to the plaìn meaning of Scripture, 
fasten a diificulty upon themselves and their hearers, to which 
they are both helplessly fixed. On the other band, I suppose 
that this passage shews clearly that the Apostle gives more 
than some slight hint that he is not speaking of himself in 
this chapter, but is sustaìning the character of some one else. 
But we bave said more than enough on this first argument. 

§ 15. The same leamed man objects in the second place, 
that " to wish what is good, and to abhor sin, is the privi- 
lege of the regenerate only. The Apostle in this contest 
attributes to himself the former in the fiffceenth, eighteenth, 
nineteenth, and twenty-first verses; the latter in the fifteenth, 
sixteenth, nineteenth, and twentieth; therefore he is speaking 
as a regenerate person.'' I answer, It is indeed the privilege 
of the regenerate only to will what is good with a firm, sure, 
determined, and settled purpose of mind ; but it is plain the 
Apostle is not speaking of such a volition, but only of a 
certain wìllingnesa^y an unstable and weak desire, for what is 
good ; such, alas I as may be found in too many persons who 
are not good. That this is true, is plain from the Apostle 

p De velleiiate quddam. Literally plyìng inefiiciency, as opposed to vo« 
" wouldine,'* the condìtional fonn im- luntas, — Ed. 



Digitized by 



Google 



106 Hahred ofèinfovnd even in heatkens. 

D I s SL here drawing a difiference between wUUnff what u gaad, and 
ver^ 1^ — doing it; for these are so distinguiahed and opposed, that 
Ti Bi\u», fQ fffiu siOTiifies only a certain ìndination or tendency. but 

TÒ KOTtp' ^ f 

ydCttrBai liot a definite^ anxious^ perfect^ or determined will : for such 
icaxov. ^ ^^ q£ necessity produces action. St. Paul, tberefore, says 
that he was inclined and predisposed towards what vas 
good^ but that bis will was not definite^ anxìoujs^ or firm 
enough to lead to action; and he affirms that he was not 
able to acquire such a will. Is this then the regenerate 
state of that almost divine man^ to bave but a slight inclina- 
tion for boliness and virtue, yet to be unable ever to prevali 
upon himself to discharge their duties ? Let the same vìew 
be taken of that hatred of sin of which the Apostle speaks; 
for whatever emphasis be attributed^ to this expression, stili 
no one hates sin at the very moment he is committing it. 
Never was any drawn into sin by concupiscence^ who sinned 
against bis will ; for it were a manifest oontradiction^ to be 
sinning against bis will, and yet be led to it by concu- 
piscence : tberefore ali that hatred which the man here de- 
scribed felt towards sin must be referred to that time when 
either concupisoence had not yet been excited by objects 
presented to it, or it had not yet overcome the opposition 
of the reason. After concupisoence prevailed, it foUows as 
a matter of course, that as long as it kept the reason in its 
power, there was no hatred of sin. But this is great praise 
indeed, to be so regenerate as to hate sin when no passion 
or incitement of appetite induces us to commit it; but as 
soon as the opportunity of doing wrong ofFers itself, and 
some desire has urged us to commit sin, then heartily to 
love it I No one can be ignorant that such a hatred of sin 
is often to be found even in the great^t sinners ; and who 
would be surprised to find a strugge of this kind in a Jew 
blessed with a knowledge of Grod's law, were he to find the 
same even in a heathen? There is a remarkable passage 
Ep. 62. in Seneca : ^^ What is this, O Lucilius, which, while we are 
going one way drags us another, and impels us thither from 
whence we are longing to recede ? what is it that struggles 
with our soul, and never permits us to do any thing? we 
vacillate between two opinions ; we will nothing freely, no- 

«> Vid. Amyrald. p. 37, 38. 
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thing perfectly, nothing always.*' Well known also is that chap. 

saying of the Poet's, where he introdnces Medea with these '—^ 

words : 

I see the better part, and own it better ; 

This the worse, I choose. 

So that Lactantius' has not unaptly put in the mouth of a 
heathen^ "I wish indeed not to sin; but I am overcome: 
for I am clothed in weak and frali flesh: this is it which 
lusts^ which growB angry, which grieves, which fears to die ; 
and so I am led away against my will : and I sin, not be- 
caose I wish to do so, but because I am compelled : I feel 
that I am sinning; but my firailty, which I cannot with- 
stand, urges me on/' 

§ 16. I will add this one remark : let this descrìption of 
the regenerate man as given by Faraeus' be granted. '^ It is 
the part/' he says, "of the regenerate to hate sin, but some- 
times to commit it ; to will what is good, and generally to 
do it/' Now if this description can be made to apply to the 
person represented in this chapter, with any show of truth, 
then as f ar as I am concemed let Farseus' interpretation be 
adopted : but how, I ask, can he so hate sin as only some- 
times to commit it, who is actually the servant of sin? how 
does he so will what is good, as generally to do it, who 
€anm>t find how to do what is good ; that is, (as is clear from 
the antithesis to the preceding verb, ispresent taith), who hBs irapdKcirat, 
not the power or faculty of doing right? Whence Farseus 
himself on the nineteenth verse, " for the good that I wonld 
I do not,'' &c., grants that the Apostle, though not continu- 
ally, stili for the most part was snbject, and that the regene- 
rate are subject to this inconsistency: namely, that the good 
which they wonld, they do not ; but the evil which they would 
not, that they do : and thus he plainly contradicts himself. 

§ 17. It is objected in the third place, '^That to coment SeeP».ì. 
unto the law that it is ffood, and to delight in its spiritual 103!'^' ''' 
obedience, is the peculiar privilege of the regenerate. The 
Apostle in this struggle consents unto the law that it is good, ver. 16, 22. 
and delights in its spiritual obedience : therefore he is speak- 
ing as a regenerate person." I answer ; As to the consenting 
unto the Divine law nothing can be plainer than that this 

' De Vera Sapient. ir. 24. • Explic. dub. 4. in resp. ad arg. 2. 
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108 Deliffht in what is goodfound in the unregenerate. 

D I s s. is common to um*egenerate as well as to regenerate persons. 

'- — He who denies this, must in ali faimess deny ttat an unre- 

generate man ever sins against the dictates of bis conscience; 

for as often as a man sins against bis conscience^ he trans- 

gresses that law which he is convineed in his own mind is 

good^ and ought not to be violated : common sense therefore 

and experience will suflSciently refute this part of the argu- 

ment. Let us then discuss the other part of it ; and here our 

adversaries triumph as if at once victorious : for thus Paraeus 

ver. 22. comments on those words, '^ for I delight in the law of God :" 

hcftàrus. " By this dcsirc he plainly separates himself from the incon- 

tinent of the philosophers, and declares that he is spiritual 

though he had before said that he was carnai ; for no one 

except the spiritually-minded delights in the law of God." 

But this of which the leamed man makes so much, is really 

awi)ZoiMi nothing. For in the first place to delight in the law clearly 

T9» vofup. jjjga^jjg |;]jg same as to consent unto the law in tbe sixteenth 

avfMfyfifii 

Ty tfó/i^, verse, so that we bave here a change of the consequent for 
the antecedent, delight for approve: since we generally de- 
light in what we approve. This one and the same approba- 
tion of the law tbe Apostle expresses in various ways : thus 
in the twenty-fifth verse, ^' with the mind I serve the law of 
God/^ Wbere to serve does not mean in very act and deed 
to obey the law, (for this is not the part of tbe mind,) but a 
consenting unto it, as holy, just, and good, and an acknow- 
ledgment of the entire obedience due to it ; and this kind 
of approbation we bave seen is possible in an unregenerate 
person. In the second place, granting that this word signifies 
delight, properly so called, this in no way helps Paraeus ; for 
supposing we were to affirm that as to will what is good may 
be applied to an unregenerate person, so to delight and re- 
joice in it might also, we should not be asserting any thing 
new, or contrary to what has been already said : for in pro- 
portion as a man wills any thing so far he also rejoices and 
dehghts in it ; nor is it possible to separate these from each 
other. Do not the Holy Scriptures expressly declare that 
this delight is sometimes to be found in the unregenerate ? 

r/8€^y. Thus Hcrod is said to bave heard the Holy Baptist^s preach- 

HI' rie ti Qft w i il 

* ing gladly, and not without great pleasure of mind. The 
joh. 6. 35. Jews are said " to bave rejoiced in his light,^' and tbey that 
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stood but for a while "to have received the word with ìoy/' chap. 

IX. 

They who say that these passages do not mean a true and - ' 
real delight in the law of God, but a fluctuating and unstable 
one, how is it that they do not see that the same remark 
equaUy, nay in a much greater degree, applies to the passage 
before us ? For St. Paul certainly does not attribute to the 
person bere represented a firm and settled delight in the law 
of God, but one of such sort as when the allurements of the 
flesh present themselves is overcome and absorbed by them^ so 
that the wretched man is at last led captive to the law of sin 
in his members : but who ean object to the unregenerate having ver. 22, 2.3. 
such a delight as this, or who attribute it to the regenerate ? 
§ 18. Fourthly, it is objected that "The regenerate alone 
possess the inward man^ that is^ the new man : the Apostle 
in this struggle possessed it, for he says, ' I delight in the law 
of God after the inward man/ therefore he is speaking as 
regenerate/' I answer : This argument depends on the false 
supposition that the Apostle means the same thing by the 
inward and the new man ; which is very far fix)m the truth, 
for, as Grotius has well observed, neither the inward and the 
new man, nor the outward and the old man, are the same 
thing. The terms old and new man signify his qualities 
under the name of their subject ; and when the terms out- 
ward and inward man are used, the name of the whole is 
given to its parts as a figure of speech : and so the new man, 
is the renewed man ; the old, the corrupt man in a state of 
sin : the inner man is the rational soul ; the outward, the 
body with its affections. This is plain from the passage in 
the fourth chapter of the seeond Epistle to the Corinthians 
the sixteenth verse, where by the outward man the Apostle 
evidently means his body, which was daily weakened by 
himger, watchings, imprisonments, and stripes, and every 
kind of affliction ; while by the inward man, opposed to the 
other, he means his rational soul, his better part, which no 
afflictions could weaken, but which on the contrary became 
improved by them, and daily attained imto new degrees of 
holiness. His persecutors indeed could bruise and torture, 
nay even kill his body, but they could do no more. Their See Luke 
malice could not reach his soul, inasmuch as that was be- 
yond reach of their weapons, without the danger, safe in the 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



1 10 The inward num sigmfies the mind or mietteet, 

D I s s. custody of God. Thus the inward man is called bj St. Peter 

^^ the hidden man cf the heart, who opposes the outward adom- 

1 Pet a 4. jj^g ^£ ^^ body to the inward adoming of the hidden man of 
the heart^ that is^ the mind. Moreover here the inward and 
outward man are opposed to each other in the same person^ 
but where there is the new man^ there the old has ceased to 
be. Some relics indeed of the old man remaìn even in the 
regenerate^ but these (as far as I know) are never called in 
Scripture by the name of the old man ; sinee the old man 
means the whole body of sin (so to spei^) complete and per- 
ver. 22. fect in ali its members. Lastly^ it is evident that to deligJU 
ver. 25. in the law of God after the inward man is the same as to seroe 
the law of God tvith the mind, therefore the mind and inward 
man are the same^ and no one except an idiot wonld deny 
that every man has a mind. Ali this Farseus^ in his usuai 
confident way, despises as &ivolous^ notwithstanding his own 
answers are so very frivolous that one is sorry to mention 
them^ they need only be read to be refuted. I will add 
two more remarks of the leamed Grotius on this passage: 
the first is, that the Apostle is here speaking after the manner 
of other writers: the expression inward man, is called by Fhìlo, 
[ncpl Tov in a work entitled Pejorem Insidiari Meliori, the man dwelUng 
T^ Kpl^^ m each one's soul, where also he says, that it is thi» which in- 
rovi (pi\uy visibly reproves us from within; and in his Book on Agricul- 
ffdai p" *^^6 ^6 calls the same the kading man, and adds, what can 
195. voi. 1. i^ jfian that is within uà be but the mind? And also in his 

ed. Man- 

gey.] book Ilepì T^9 ek irponaùSeufuiTa awóSovy he says that God 
[p. 301.] ougii^ iq bg praised by us in the mind, which is the man in 
grewu man, the mperior in the inferior. Indeed St. Paul here uses 
erudUionTs quite the common mode of speech : for Plautus also speaks of 
|^**^^»P- the safety of the inward man. Grotius'* secondremark is, 
that this passage is explained in the same way by the anàent 
ciTL 39. p. Father Tertullian ; for in his book on the Besurrectìon, he 
says: '^Thus the word man is in a certain senso the con- 
necting link of two connected substances ; which cannot be 
expressed by this word, unless they be joined together. 
Moreover the Apostle, by the inward man, does not so much 

' With whom Orìgen agrees : " Man, Cont. Cels. viii. p. 357. edit Spenc [e. 
that is, a soul havìng a body at its com- 38. p. 721.] Vide et ìi. p. 88. lin. 25. 
mand, is called the inward man,*' &c. ejusd. editionis. [e. 48. p. 423.] 
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Thansgwing in Rom. vii. 25. how to be understood. Ili 
mean the soul as the mind. or intellect. that is. not the sub- chap. 

IX 

stance itself^ but that which giyes a sarour unto it/* — 



§ 19. It is objected fifthly : '^ It i» the prÌTÌlege of the re- 
generate alone to bewail over theìr wretchedness^ arìsing from 
the power of sin; to long for delirerance^ and to acknowledge 
and praise the grace of God through Christ ; the Apostle sighs^ 
and gìves thanks for bis deliveranee through Christ^ therefore 
he is speaking as regenerate.*' I answer : If the wòrds in the ver. 24, 25. 
twenty-fourth and twenty-fifth verses, on which this argument 
depends^ be more earefully examined^ it will be seen that far 
from supporting this view, they greatly confimi the opinion 
I am advancing. For the Apostle adds in the twenty-fourth 
verse an exclamation or expression of misery suited to the 
man whom he had been describing in the preceding verses ; 
shewing bis miserable^ and if you regard the law^ actually 
hopeless condition. Then in verse twenty-five he sets forth 
the grace of God through Christ, by which alone he himself 
had been delivered firom this most wretched state, and a way 
of deliverance had been made and thrown open to others ; 
which thanksgvving is to be read in a parenthesis, as if he 
said — Most wretched indeed is the state of a man under the 
law, whom 1 bave been describing in the former verses, for 
he is subject to the body of death, that is, to the dominion 
of sin, and therefore to death itself ; but everlasting thanks- 
givings are due and must be ofPered to Almighty God through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, by whose assistance and intervention 
I myself bave obtained deliverance from this body of death, 
and others, if they will like me embrace the Gospel, may 
obtain it likewise; for as he presently says, *' What the law eh. a 3,4 
could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God 
sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, con- 
demned sin in the flesh, that the rìghteousness of the law 
might be fdlfilled in us.*' And from this we gain the following 
argument, which supports our view in the strongest manner. 

The state of the person described in this chapter is a state 
of misery, a state of sin and death, a state, in short, from 
which whosoever are Chrisf s are delivered. 

But the state of the regenerate is not of this kind : 

Therefore the state of the regenerate is not the state of the 
person described in this chapter. 



Digitized by 



Google 



1 12 Meaning of the phrase ' I myselp 

D I s & § 20. The sixth and last argument sprìpgs out of the words^ 
'^ So then with the mind I myself serve the law of God/' On 



these Parseus thus remarks : " His saying / myself teOLe;^ kwvì:^^ 
ali doubt that the Apostle is speakìng of himself and no 
other, and not of his past bnt of his present state, in which 
he actually was while writing these words : / myself, he says, 
and not some one else beside me ; also / serve, not / have 
served.'' He then proceeds, ^^Julian the Pelagian was 
somewhat too unreasonable in supposing that the Apostle 
is speaking of some one in his unregenerate state, and so 
let those who are so pleased with this gloss of his see how 
they may free themselves from the same charge/' I answer : 
Parseufl was too rash in rejecting merely on account of this 
trifle of grammar an opinion supported by so many strong 
arguments, and then to accuse its supporters of unreasonable- 
ness : besides, he is mistaken as to the grammatical part of 
it j for not to mention the use of the present tense, (since we 
have shewn above that this is an absurd cavil,) it is not neces- 
iiie ego. sary that ai5TÒ9 iyco be rendered / myself^, since Ithat man is 
better, that is, / Ihat man whom I have described under the 
first person, as Grotius has well remarked. Therefore so far 
from this pronoun proving that the Apostle is speaking of him- 
self, it goes rather to prove the contrary. For if the Apostle 
had been so speaking, he would have most probably said simply 
/; nor would any other addition have been necessary : only 
because he had hitherto been describing some one else in his 
own person, (with the exception of that short thanksgiving 
spoken parenthetically in the beginning of this verse,) he 
therefore says, for the sake of greater clearness, / myself, or 
/ that one, in order that these latter words might be under- 
stood not of himself, as those just preceding, but of the same 
person described in the former verses. 

§ 21. Moreover these last words of the Apostle are spoken 
emphatically to prove the point at which he had been aiming 
through nearly the whole chapter, and are, as it were, a brief 

u / myself seems however to be the the Apostle in his own person without 

true translation. If the former clause identifying Irim with the man spoken 

is strictly parenthetic, the meaning is of before, from whose state he thanks 

/ the samef as it often is in English. God that he is delivered ; his flesh 

See Kuhner. 342. anm. 4. Matt xyìì. indeed stili subject in itself to the law 

20. of sin, but his spirit enabied by grace 

These words may however be used by to subdue the flesh, — Ed. 
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ArgumerUs from Gal, v. 17. examined. 113 

summing up of the entire question. " So then/' &c., as if e ha p. 

he had said, To dose this digression then, (which was hegua '- — 

at the seventh verse,) since that one and the same man whom 
I have hitherto been describing in my own person, carried 
away by the flesh serves the law of sin, but with the mind 
consents to the law of God, and wishes to obey it, it is 
evident both that the law is of itself and in its own nature 
jfree from ali blame, (the contrary to which was objected in 
verse seven), and is speeially holy, good and pure ; since the 
consciences even of those who transgress it bear witness to 
its holiness: and also (what has been before shewn in the 
fifth verse, and from which our opponents might take occa- 
sion of making these objections) that the law though of itself 
holy, yet had clearly no power to free men from the dominion 
of sin, on account of their carnai affections quenching its 
influence : inasmuch as it enlightened the intellect with the 
knowledge of sin, but fumished no strength or means ade- 
quate for subduing the flesh, and overcoming its dominion. 

§ 22. I fear that what Paraeus next observes conceming 
Julian the Felagian is only said to pregudice the unleamed 
against our opinion, as if forsooth that opinion were the mon- 
strous offspring of some great heresiarch: notwithstanding 
he knows very well, and has elsewhere on this very chapter in ver. u. 
openly avowed, that it was the opinion of Origen and almost 
ali the Greek Fathers, and of many of the Latins before 
Augustine, and even at one time of Augustine himself. 
However, it is usuai with the controversialists of this school 
at once to class ali who differ from them, though but in 
expounding a single passage of Scripture, amongst branded 
heretics. Meanwhile, to use the words of the pious Grotius, in ver. 19. 
'' God be pndsed that the best Christians, I mean those of 
the three first centuries, have rightly uuderstood this passage, 
being directed by that Spirit by whom their lives were 
govemed." 

§ 28. And with this thanksgiving our examination of this 
chapter might have closed, were there not one other argu- 
ment deduced from a parallel passage, in addition to those 
already brought forward from this chapter, which seems to 
me the most plausible of ali that can be alleged to support 
the opinion of our opponents : Paraeus just touches upon it, in Rom. 

BULL. I ^* ^'*- 
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114 TVhat kind ofstruggle is there described. 

DI ss. but Estius piirposely presses it: the passage is &om the 
Epistle to the Galatìans : '^ For the flesh lusteth against the 



Gal. 5. 17. 



Spirita and the Spirit against the flesh : and these are con- 

traiy the one to the other : so that ye cannot do the things 

that ye would:** "which words/' says Estius^ "since they 

Rom.7.15, are exaetly similar to those in the Epistle to the Bomans^ ' I 

IH 2ri 

see another law in my members warring against the law of 
my mind/ and * for what I would not that I do/ and ^for to 
will is present with me; but how to perform that which is 
good I find not/ and without doubt apply to the regenerate, 
clearly shew that even this passage (namely^ in the seventh 
chapter of the Bomans) must be referred to a regenerate and 
spiritual person, who is continually warring against the flesh/' 

I answer^ fìrst^ That must indeed be a strange system of 
interpretation which on account of some similarity of words 
in one passage of Scrìpture would give a meaning to another 
entirely at variance with the object and design of the author 
in that passage. Now we bave abundantly proved that the 
Apostle's object in the seventh chapter of bis Epistle to the 
Bomans is to shew the inefficiency of the law when separated 
from the grace of the Gospel, to crush the power of sin, and 
consequently the wretched condition of a man under the law 
alone. Whatever therefore be the meaning of this passage 
in the Galatians, it is certain that the Apostle in this seventh 
chapter of bis Epistle to the Bomans is by no means speak- 
ing of a man regenerated by the grace of the Gospel. But, 
in the second place, we cannot perceive this similarity in these 
two passages which Estius imagined he did : on the contrary, 
if they are carefuUy examined they will be found to differ 
very considerably. They agree indeed in this, that in both a 
certain struggle in the man is described : but this struggle is 
very diflFerent, whether we look to those struggling, or to the 
event of the contest. 

§ 24. With regard to the parties struggling, those in the 
Epistle to the Bomans are the sensual appetite and the reason 
or intellect imbued with the knowledge of the law, called by 
the Apostle the flesh and the inward man, the flesh and the 
mind, the law of the members and the law of the mind. But 
Gal. 5. 17. the contest described in the Epistle to the Galatians is between 
the Jksh and tlie Spirit (namely, the Spirit of Christ, as 
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The event ofthe contest victorious throuffh grace. 115 

appears from the eighteenth verse compared with the four- chap. 
teenth verse of the eighth chapter of Roiuans) ; that is, the — ^' — 
soul of man endued with the light and grace of the Gospel. 
Por it is particularly to be observed that the Apostle in the 
whole of the contest described in the Epistle to the Romans 
does not say a word about the Spirit of Christ : he merely 
opposes the mind^ and the law of the mind^ and the inward 
man^ to the flesh: while on the other band in the eighth 
chapter (in which he is evidenti^ deseribing the state of those 
regenerate through the grace of the Gospel) he continually 
speaks of the flesh and the Spirit, as also in this passage in 
the Galatians, no longer calling it the mind, or the law of the 
mind, or the inward man : which clearly proves that in this 
seventh chapter the Apostle is speaking of one who had no 
aid against the flesh beside bis reason or intellect imbued 
with the knowledge of the law, and who consequently was 
entirely withoat the Spirit of Christ. 

§ 25. With regard to the event of the contest, the Apostle 
does not say bere that a man renewed by the grace of the 
Gospel cannot perform the good that he would, much less 
that he is led captive to the flesh, or to the law of sin in the 
flesh, or that he is the slave of sin, ali which expressions he 
does apply to a man under the law in bis Epistle to the 
Bomans : on the contrary, if we attend to what he says, he Rom. 7. 
determines the state of the regenerate to be just the reverse : 
which wiU be evident if we refer the words '^so that ye can- Gai. 5. I7. 
not do the things that ye would*'' to that which immediately 
precedes them, namely "the Spirit against the flesh'' (the 
words " and these are contrary the one to the other'' being 
taken in a parenthesis), and so interpret them not of the good 
Works of the Spirit, but of the evil ones of the flesh, in the 
foUowing way : The flesh lusteth against the Spirit : but ou 
the other band the Spirit lusteth also against the flesh, and 
possesses such a power over you, that ye do not commit those 
sins which ye would wish to do through the flesh. This is 
Grotius' interpretation, and I think it is a very plain one : 
for in the first place it is much fitter to refer the last words 
in the verse to the clause immediately preceding them than 

* Some refer these words to both the which I have no great objection. — ^Vid. 
preceding members of the sentence, to Crei, in loc. et Hammond. 

i2 
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116 Those under the Spirit of Christ cannot obey theflesh. 

D I s s. to one more remote, as is plain on the slightest consideration : 

— and seeondly, this view corresponds most excellently with the 

objeet and design of the Apostle ; for in the thirteenth verse 
he had been exhorting the Galatians not to use the liberty of 
the Gospel for an occasion to the flesh^ and as a remedy 
against this hostile power of the flesh he bids them walk in 
the Spirit : *' This I say then, walk in the Spirit and ye shall 
not fulfil the lusts of the flesh/^ For as Grotius has shewn 
the words and ye shall not fulfil are not to be taken im- 
peratively, the reason immediately follows: ''Por the flesh 
lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh^ 
and these are contrary the one to the other, so that ye can- 
not do the things that ye would ''^ as if he had said, Although 
ye incline towards the flesh, and would not unwillingly fulfil 
its desires, yet if ye are under the power and guidance of the 
Spirit of Christ, it is impossible for you to obey these lusts : 
the flesh indeed endeavours to bring you under its power, but 
it cannot ; for the Holy Spirit lusteth also against the flesh, 
and mighty is that Spirit, yea and it will prevail, and prevent 
you from fulfiUing those desires, which otherwise ye would 
wish to do. Unless these words are thus explained it is 
hardly possible to conceive in what way they can contain the 
reason of the preceding exhortation ; rather would the reason- 
ing contradict the conclusion ; for supposing that the Apostle 
had spoken thus ; Walk in the Spirit and ye shall not fiilfil 
the lusts of the flesh ; for the Spirit and the flesh are opposed 
one to another, so that ye cannot do the good that ye would : 
how inconsistent and contradictory is such a sentence ! for 
eurely, so far from this being a sufficient reason for walking 
in the Spirit, namely, that the flesh so overcomes the Spirit 
that it preyents us from doing those things which the Spirit 
dictates, it plainly persuades to the contrary : for what use 
were it to walk in the Spirit, if that Spirit has no power 
against the tyranny and dominion of the flesh ? but if we 
follow Grotius^ interpretation, the context is both clear and 
perspicuous, and most consistent. 

§ 26. If however, against what is so manifest, it is objected 
that this clause, " so that ye cannot do the things that ye 
would,^^ means such a victory of the flesh over the Spirit, by 
which a man cannot on account of the flesh perform the 
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Thi8 passage conclusive against the opposite opinion, 117 

dictates of the Spirit ; then it must necessarily be supposed chap. 
that the Àpostle is speaking to the Galatians not as to those 



blessed with the birth unto salvation, but to those who 
though in some degree illumined by the knowledge of the 
Grospel, and afifected by the Spirit of Christ, were stili remain- 
ing under the dominion of the flesh^ and having more inter- 
course with the law than with the Gospel. For the Àpostle 
in this very chapter is plainly speaking of the regenerate. 
" If ye walk in the Spirit" (which ali regenerate persons ver. i6. 
do) ''ye shall not fulfil the lusts of the flesh;" " If ye be g.^f.^°"' 
led of the Spirit" (which also the Àpostle affirms of ali rege- See Rom. 
nerate persons) " ye are not under the law ;" that is, now ^* ^^'^^ 
that ye are come to years of discretion, ye have no need of 
the law as your schoolmaster. But most plainly when he 
says " And they that are Christ's, have crucified the flesh ver. 24. 
with the aiFections and lusts." These passages at least plainly 
shew that the Àpostle in the seventh chapter of his Epistle 
to the B/Omans is not speaking of truly regenerate persons : 
for they who so walk in the Spirit as not to fulfil the lusts of 
the flesh, they who are led by the Spirit, who in short have 
crucified the flesh with ali its lusts, how can such as these be 
said to be carnai, the servante of sin, captives to the law of sin 
in their members to serve the law of sin, ali which is expressly 
said of the man described in that chapter? so that this 
passage in the Epistle to the Galatians plainly overturns our 
opponents^ opinion on the point at issue, do what they will. 

§ 27. And thus much conceming the sense of this seventh 
chapter of the Bomans, on which we have dwelt the longer, 
both because the Àpostle is there purposely arguing from the 
weakness of the law, and because if the contrary interpretation 
be admitted, the cause wé are upholding plainly falls to the 
ground ', for if this inefficìent willingness of good which alone 
is attributed to the person described in this chapter, be ali 
that the grace of Christ eflFects in us, then there is altogether 
an end to the glory, and that exceeding excellence of the 
Gospel, and to the necessity of good works and a holy life : 
to wish to live well, will be sufficient ; really to do so, will 
not be necessary. 
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118 Weakness of the km. 



CHAP. X. 

THE APOSTLB's ABOUMENT TAKEN FBOM THE WEAKNESS OF THE LAW 

MORE DISTINCTLT EXPLAINED. THE LAW WANTED A DOUBLÉ AS8I8T- 

ANCB, BOTH THE PROMISE OP ETERNAL MPB AND THE GIPT OP THB 

• HOLT 8PIRIT.— OF WHAT CONSEQUENCB WA8 THE FIRST DBFECT. 80BCE 

PAS8AGE8 ON THI8 HEAD PRODUCED. — ^FOUR DIFFICUI^TIES ON THIS 
SUBJBCT REMOYED. 

DI SS. § 1. We bave given a general explanation of the Apostle's 

'- — argument taken from the wjeakness of the law. But because 

on this point almost the whole of the Apostle's reasoning 
against justification by the law depends^ it will, perbaps, be 
worth while to consider it a little more fdlly. 

§ 2. It must be observed^ then, that the old law laboured 
under a doublé defect of aiding grace, extemal and internai. 
By extemal grace^ I mean the promise of eternai life; by 
internai, the gift of the Holy Spirit : both of these were 
wanting to the Mosaic covenant. 

§ 3. With respect to the first, it is no small mark of the 
weakness of the law, that its promises and threatenings, in 
which the force of every law is placed, were only tempora! 
and earthly. For men would easily prefer their lusts to 
them, and rather indulge those than be induced to temper- 
ance by such hope or fear. For although virtue is to be 
loved for its own sake, yet to attain it is difficult, and not to 
be acquired without great labour and much perseveranee. 
But labour grows weary, and perseveranee flags, if not en- 
couraged by the hope of greater reward : and no reward con- 
fined to the narrow bounds of this life is a sufficient reward 
for the practice of virtue; for life is short, but this art of 
living well requires much time to acquire. A great part of 
life is gone before we bave properly leamed how to live. But 
if it were not so, yet that is but a dead hope which is termi- 
nated by the grave, cheerless that consolation which the cold 
band of death shall quickly snatch away, restless that quiet 
which the bitter recoUection of the daily approach of death 
disturbs. In a word, the mind of one who rightly considers 
is not likely to be much affected by those advantages, which. 
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Its defect twofold, extemal and internai. 119 

although unattainable without much labour, nor to be re- chap. 
tained without care, or even enjoyed without anxiety, stili - 
suddenly disperse and leave their possessor to the power of 
death, which is usually more bitter in proportion as the life 
which we exchange for death has been pleasant. The law 
therefore of Moses, which promises nothing beyond this life, 
could not produce in men a sincere, ardent, and indefatigable 
love of virtue. - 

§ 4. But besides this, the law of Moses, by containing only 
temporal promises and threatenings, was therefore inclined 
to produce in men a mean and sordid disposìtion, entirely 
foreign to true and genuine piety. For the principal parts 
of piety are these, self-denial, hearing the cross, Constant 
prayer, meditation on a future life, a sober and moderate use 
of the good things of this world. How was it possible that 
this law, which tied down the minds of men to earthly ad- 
vantages and worldly delights only, could produce in them 
piety like this ? How could he who placed bis happiness on 
earth, elevate bis soul alway to God, and pour out Constant 
prayer to Him ? Where our treasure is, there will our heart 
be also, doth the word of truth testify. But the mind cannot 
raise itself to God without at the same time abstracting itself 
firom earth and directing itself to heaven. In short, how can 
he pursue temperance, and ali purity in soul and body, who 
is accustomed to place the hope of bis reward in the enjoy- 
ment of corporal delights ? For why, beyond ali necessity, 
was there promised an abundance of fleeting blessings, if men 
were not at liberty to indulge themselves in them ? Besides, 
how could a man reasonably be expected to wean himself 
from avarice, who places the fruit of bis labours in wealth and 
the abundance of bis possessions ? Lastly, how could it 
be expected that he should bear the cross with patience who 
was tempted to virtue by the hope of escaping misfortune ? 

§ 5. Hence it is certain, that if you consider the system of 
the Mosaic precepts as adapted to those times, you will per- 
ceive it to be particularly suited to such a reward of piety. 
The precepts and the promises admirably answered to each 
other. For although God by various means taught His 
people under the law a more perfect piety, which He exacted 
by laws and punishments, stili was religion in those days far 
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120 No express promise of eternai Ufe in the law. 

DI ss. from accurate^ perfect^ or advanced to ita full boimds. How 

• — many things were permitted them^ which to Christians are 

entirely unlawful, or improper. How many principal offices 
of piety are only slightly hinted at in the law, or darkly 
taught, or altogether omitted j which is so trae, that prayer 
itself, the chief office of piety, which must be constantly per- 
formed by Christians, is not in the law universally com- 
manded, that is, to ali the people, and at ali times. The 
High Priest was expressly commanded to pray for the whole 
people, and to bless them, according to a set form, as appears 
Num. 6. from the hook of Numbers. And there was also a set form 

22—27 

of prayer appointed for the people, at the end of the tithing 

Deut. 26. time ; so that Episcopiusy was mistaken when he says that 

■ no set form of prayer was ever given to the people under the 

law. Nevertheless I hold this to be most true, that in the 

law of Moses there is no general commandment for prayer 

upon ali occasions, and therefore the Babbins, in their collec- 

tion of six hundred and thirteen precepts*, declare that there 

is no express command to pray to and cali upon God ; as is 

also observed by Episcopius, but they gather it from the 

•^^y common expression in the Scriptures, to serve, having re- 

Exod. 23. course to their Cabala and orai law. But this by the way. 

§ 6. Now this defect of the M osale law, namely, that it 

made no promise of eternai life, the Apostle remarks in 

several placca. And so some explain that passage where the 

Apostle says that it was impossible for the law to free men 

Rom. 8. 3. from the dominion of sin, '^ because it was weak through the 

flesh," that is, say they, because it contained only earthly 

promises. But because in the latter clause of this sentence 

opposed to this, (where Christ is said to bave performed what 

the law could not, namely, to bave slain sin in the flesh,) the 

ffàp^ word flesh is taken in its usuai sense, the more common inter- 

pretation I should think must rather be taken. A more 

Rom. 7. 5. apposite passage is that in the preceding chapter, where the 

law of Moses is called the flesh ; for that these words, when 

we were in the fl£sh, must be interpreted by when we were 

under the law^ appears from their beiug opposed to the sixth 

y Instit Theolog., Kb. 3. § 3. chap. 1. Cosri by Arnold. Poelenburg. in Praet 
« See a remarkable proof of this ad Operum Episcopii Theol., partem 
quoted from the very ancient hook of alteram. 
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verse, as well as from the intent of the Apostle through the CH AP. 
whole of that chapter, which is to describe the state of man 



Tiiider the law. Now the law of Moses seems to be called 
flesh, not only because most of its precepts are eamai and 
extemal, but also because its promìses, by which that law was 
confirmed, do not reach beyond this earthly life. In the 
same sense Grotius explains the words of the Apostle, in his 2 Cor. a 
second Epistle to the Corinthians, where professedly treating 
of the snperiority of the new covenant above the old one, he 
calls the old law the ministry ofdeath, because aU its promises Ter. 7. 
were terminated by death without any hope of a resurrection. 
So the M osaic law is said to kilt, because it leaves man sub- ver. 6. 
ject to death, and delivers him not from it, as also, according 
to Grotius, the Hebrew word to moke alive is said of him who n^nn 
haa not killed any one. But to say the truth, I should think 17^° ' ' 
that these phrases, the ministry of death, and to kilt, have a Jj^«®* ^ 
diflferent mcaning, namely, that the Mosaic law, considered 
separately from the Spirit of God, kills, that is, renders those 
to whom it is given subject to the Divine wrath and eternai 
death ; not indeed by its own fault, but on account of the 
weakness of the flesh. Which meaning is clearly confirmed See Rom. 
by what the Apostle says elsewhere. The following words 4] 15. ' 
seem plainer. " The law is not of faith, but the man that Gai. 3. 12. 
doeth them shall live in them;^^ that is, the law neither 
requires faith, nor promises those things which exercise it, 
strictly speaking (for it is t?ie evidence of things not seen), Compare 
since ali its promises are the immediate subject of the senses, with Rom! 
and belong to this visible life : of a future life it says nothing ; ®' ^^ 
it stimulates us to virtue by no promises of that Kfe, but 
commands us to perform its precepts without any such 
encouragement ; it only says, TTiou shalt live, i, e. shalt be Lev. is. 6. 
prosperous and happy. But the Apostle^s meaning is most 
clear in the following passage : " For if there had been a law Gal. 3. 21. 
given which could have given life, verily righteousness should 
Lave been by the law :" a law is said to give or do that which 
it promises : the sense therefore is, If the law had had the 
promises of eternai life, then would men have been able, by 
the law, to have obtained true and spiritual righteousness, or 
true and perfect justification, that is, such as was united 
with the gift of eternai life. But the matter is far otherwise, 
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122 Hebrews vìi. 19. ewplained. 

DI ss. for the law contained promises respecting this life only, and 

' — therefore could neither induce men to true piety nor grant 

them true justification. 

§ 7. In accordance with these passages £rom St. Paul's 

WTÌtings^ is the followìng hearing on the same subject bj the 

divine author of the Epistle to the Hebrews, (whoever he 

Heb. 7. 19. might have been). The passage is remarkable: " For the law 

made nothing perfect, but the bringing in of a better hope 

did, by the which we draw nigh unto God/' Here almost 

every word deserves our notice. The word here translated 

iT€\tiwir€v made perfect, more properly signifies to eitpiate, and that most 

perfeetly, even the most heinous sins, and ali punishments, 

both temporal and eternai. Nothing, evidently means no 

man;, but the words the introductUm of a better hope did, 

afford more difficulty. Some refer them to the law in this 

manner : For the law perfected nothing, but was the intro- 

duction of a better hope, that is, Christ. But in the first 

place, this interpretation takes away the antithesis between 

the law and the Gospel which is here evident : and in the 

next, the preposition ìttÌ in the word èTreuraytoytf signifies 

aomething added or introduced after, as in the word hriZia- 

Gal. 3. 15. rda-a-era^, addeth thereto : eTreura/Yùoyff therefore is ili rendered 

by introductio, the bringing in, since it signifies a super^ 

introduction or post-introdiiction. Now the post-introduction 

of a better hope is put for a better hope afterwards brought in, 

so that the Gospel is here clearly signified, in which that 

better hope is revealed : the word èréKelcùo-ev, made perfect, 

ìty^C^^^ must be repeated here, as above. Lastly, to draw nigh, as 

See Ezek. Grotius observes, is properly a word belonging to the priest's 

42. 13; 43. ^^qq g^|. j^^^g ^^ draw nigh to God, signifies to approach 

Him through faith, repentance, and newness of life, and to 

Seejas.4.«. ofifèr oursclves to Him as a lively sacrifice, holy and accept- 

wisd. a 2. able. These last words also clearly shew the reason why the 

hope introduced by the Gospel is better, and leads to a 

perfect expiation, because undoubtedly it makes us draw 

nigh to God, seek His favour in prayer, serve Him with the 

whole heart, and keep ali His commandments. But when 

we in this manner draw nigh to God, God on His part draws 

nigh to US, that is, closely embraces us with the arm of His 

love, most perfeetly forgives ali our sins for His Son^s sake. 
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and blesses us with eternai life. But the law. as it has not e H a p. 

this better hope, cannot lead us in this manner to God, nor — 

make us partakers of a perfect expiation. This subject is 
more largely explained in the Epistle to the Hebrews, where Heb. e. 
the Gospel covenant by which that better hope was given, is 
called a more excellent covenant than that of the law^ because 
this last was not confirmed by such excellent promises. It 
"would be easy to produce many such passages^ but these are 
sufficient. We shall now consider certain difficulties on this 
subject which deserve explanation. 

§ 8. The first question is, whether there be in the Old 
Testament no promise of eternai life ? on which some per- 
sons are in doubt. But Augustine, in my opinion, answers 
it best, defining what is meant by the Old Testament, whether 
the covenant given from mount Sinai only, or aU the Scrip- 
tures of Moses and the Prophets, and the other holy writers. 
If the word be understood in the latter sense, it must cer- 
tainly be allowed that there are in it some indications of a 
future life, especially in the hook of Psalms, in Daniel, and 
Ezekiel. But even in these you will with difficulty find any 
clear and express promise of etemity. But these, whatever 
they were, were but preludes and anticipations of the grace 
of the Gospel, and did not belong to the law. For the law, 
so far as it comes under the consideration of the Àpostle in 
his disputations with the Jews, properly signifìes the covenant 
mede on moimt Sinai. That it contained earthly promises, See Gai. 
and those only, may be proved from many passages. If any Exod! 23. 
think otherwise, let him shew (which however is impossible) f^V^ 3- 
one passage containing a promise of eternai life. It is true i^eut 7. 
indeed, that the earthly promises given to the law of works, 2, &c.' 
were signs of those blessings which should foUow the law of 
the Spirit, and it was the intention of the Almighty that they 
should be so understood. It is also true, that there are in the 
law general promises, or at least given in general terms, in 
which eternai life not only may be understood, but it is 
evidently the Divine intention that it should : such as, / tMl 
be thy God, and, / tvill bless thee. That in these promises, 
thus generally expressed, it is possible those blessings are 
intended which take place only after death, who can doubt ? 
That God should be the God of any one, what does it signify, 
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124 Eternai blessinga veUed under the temporal. 

DI ss. but that Qod will embrace him with divine benevolence? 

'• — But such benevolence as is divine, and worthy of God, can 

be only that, beyond which there is nothing greater or 
better; it must also be benevolence of the longest dura- 
tion, that is, eternai ; most powerfiil in effect, and therefore 
liberating from death and destruction. That God intended 
that under these words eternai life should be understood, 

SeeMat. appears from the words of Christ and His Apostles. But 

22 31 32 * 

Héb.n.i6; thcsc things do not sufl&ciently prove that eternai life was 
?6?^8;%. promised in the Mosaic covenant. For in the first place, 
i;Rev.2i. pj^mìseg^ cspecially when annexed to a covenant, ought to 
be clear and express, and of such a nature as to be well 
understood by each party. But these promises were typical 
and general, without the addition of any interpretation, and 
hence almost impossible to be understood in the above sense. 
Of types this is certain. With respect to general promises, 
as ali general promises are rather obscure, particularly when 
mixed with innumerable particular promises, by which they 
seem restrained to a certain kind of blessings, as is the case 
bere, it is scarcely possible that any one should understand 
these general promises otherwise than as containing a multi- 
tude of particular ones, or should extend them beyond the 
bounds of this life. This eternai life also shadowed forth in 
types and comprehended by general promises, was not given, 
as we bave just hinted, to the extemal righteousness taught 
in the letter of the law, but to that spiritual purity, of which 
that extemal piety was only a shadow. For as under the veil 
of temporal blessings eternai ones were concealed, so also the 
outward religion prescribed in the law was the shadow and 
type of that spiritual righteousness which was to be more 
clearly revealed in the Gospel. In a word, the law, in a 
carnai and hteral view, did not require spiritual righteous- 
ness, nor promise eternai life; but spiritually considered, 
was the very Gospel itself ; and when taken in this sense 
the Apostle raises no objections against it. 

§ 9. Secondly, Were there then any, you will ask, under 

the law who expected life eternai ? I answer : It is most 

Vid. Epi- probable that the wisest and most pious Jews, either by the 

gypP* " * extent of the general promises, or from a contempt of earthly 

blessings, or from a perception of the Divine goodness, or the 
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desires of their own mind longing for something better than e h A p. 
a fleeting blessing, from the example of Enoch and of Elijah '- — 



in after ages, from the tradition of the patriarchs, (to whom 
God had given many reasons for expecting future blessings, 
among which this was by no means the least^ that many truly 
excellent men had lived bere without any share of earthly 
felicity, which argumeut is more fully pursued in the Epistle 
to the Hebrews,) or induced by other reasons, did believe 
that God, besides the blessings belonging to this life, and 
contained in the Mosaic law, intended to bestow others also 
after death, upon His faithful servants. This indeed must 
have been the case, unless we are to suppose that holy and 
excellent men among the people of God both Kved and died 
like mere brutes. Neither is it important that there is scarce 
any mention of this belief in the canonica! books of the Old 
Testament ; for it is certain that Abraham hesitated not to 
sacrifìce his son of the promise, being encouraged by the re- 
flection that God was of such power as to be able to raise 
him up again and restore him to him alive. That this was 
so we leam from the Epistle to the Hebrews. But of this Heb.ii.i9. 
truly admirable, and altogether Christian faith, no vèstige, no 
hint whatever, is to be found in the history of Abraham. 

§ 10. Besides, there were in every age among the Jewish 
people, men of God, and prophets taught of Him, whom, 
when so many hidden things were unfolded to them, no man 
can suspect to bave been entirely ignorant of this mystical 
meaning of the law, and to bave known nothing of a future 
life. But since it would be impious even to imagine that 
these excellent men grudged others the light they themselves 
enjoyed, we must necessarily suppose that they unfolded the 
mysteries of the law whenever they met with persons fit to 
bear them, and taught each so much as their understandings 
would permit, or expediency required. And in their public 
discourses the prophets and wise men so spoke, as not to 
render contemptible the secrets of a holier discipline, and at 
the same time to excite the curiosity of the pious hearer. 
And hence, Grotius imagines, arose that distinction well Annotaci 
known of old, among the Jews, between the written law and 
the orai law, which they also cali cabala, that is, 7rapaSo<n<;, 
or tradition, both which, they say, were given by Moses; 
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DI ss. not that the teaching of the tradition was different to that 
'^ the written law, but that studious _ enquìrers mìght 



have explained by a more accurate interpretation those 
points in the written law which were of somewhat obscore 
meaning. 

§ 11. Ànd this system of teaching^ namely, a rader kind 
for the people^ but more accurate for the advanced^ seems to 
have prevailed (as the same incomparable writer has ob- 
served) up to the times which followed the Babylonish cap- 
tivity. Then Daniel first openly spoke of the resnrrectìon^ 

D^D^n as did Ezekiel^ who followed. After this^ the wise men who 
were not divinely inspired, succeeded to the prophets, but 
with inferior authority. These out of Daniel openly taught 
to the whole multitude of the Jews the doctrine of the resur- 

See2Mac. rection. and a future Ufe. so that in the times of the Mac- 

7 9 23 

29/36;' cabees, this doctrine being entirely drawn out of its conceal- 
Heb^ir^ ment, became an article of the Jewish religion and faith^ as 
we leam from the history of those times. 

§ 12. If you ask why this doctrine, hitherto concealed, 
was published after the Babylonish captivity in particular, 
ubi 8up. Grotius gives you a sound and ingenious reason. Because 
at that time there was great danger, lest the Jewish nation, 
accustomed to bear of extemal blessings only, having lost the 
splendour of their empire, groaning under foreign tyranny, 
harassed by the fear of punishment, torture, and death itself, 
should turn from the worship of the true God; so that it 
became absolutely necessary to fortify the people against 
temptation, which could not have been effectually performed 
without proposing the prospect of a happy fiiturity to those 
who died for the sake of God. And this doctrine was not 
without its fruit : for, animated by this hope of a glorious 
resurrection, very many in the time of the Maccabees suflfered 
most cruel deaths, for the sake of the law, as we find in the 
books of Maccabees, and Epistle to the Hebrews as above. 
To which may be added another important reason : the times 
of the Gospel were then approaching. For God observed 
this economy and order in dispensing the covenant of His 
mercy, that as the time for a full exhibition of it approached, 
it was IQustrated by successively clearer revelations, and its 
light daily increased more and more, untU at last, ali clouds 
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being dispersed, Christ, the Sun of rìghteousness^ shone with chap. 
full splendour on the whole earth. This dispensation Grotius* 



himself elsewhere speaks of as follows. ''When the time 
of a better covenant was approaching, God was pleased^ by 
means of the prophets and wise men^ to send a kìnd of 
luomìng twilight before the risìng Sun;^^ and agaìn^ when 
he most aptly calls the whole period after the return from 
Babylon the vestibule of the GospeL 

§ 13. From the last answer a new question arises. In 
what senso then is Christ said to bave ^'brought Ufe and 2Tina.i.io. 
immortality to light through the Gospel f* since it appears 
from what has been said, that the doctrine of a future life 
was commonly received among the Jews many years before 
the coming of Christ ? In the first place I answer, that this 
text may perhaps be referred to the Gentiles only, who were 
before described by the Apostle as "having no hope, and Eph. 2.12. 
being without God in the world :'^ bis words in the eleventh 
verse evidently incline to this meaning; ^'Whereunto I am 
appointed a preacher and an apostle and a teacher of the 
Gentiles/^ You wiD say, But even among the Gentiles there 
were some who had hopes of a life after this. This is true ; 
and indeed among ali the civiUzed, and even barbarous 
nations, some notion, or as it were report, of the immortality 
of souls had prevailed*^. But first, not a few of the philoso- 
phers thought otherwise. Epicurus, for example, and bis 
herd, openly laughed at the notion of a future life, and even 
Aristotle either says nothing, or that very obscurely, on the 
soul^s immortality. Secondly, those who most favoured this 
doctrine, hesitated greatly about it, and it was rather an 
opinion than a belief^. Thirdly, in explaining it, their 
opinions were various and discordanti the Stoics® thought 
that the souls remained for a certain time, but not beyond 
the period of conflagration. The Pythagoreans defended 4ineipw<ris* 
the doctrine of metempsychosis, of which a certain poet 
says. 

The souls are firee from death ; their former Beat 
Relìnquished, they dwell in new abodes &c. 

• Discuss. p. 14. ** Vid. Diog. Laert. vii. 134. 

*» In Annot ad Eph. ii. 12. • In Annot. ad lib. li. e. 9. de Ver. 

« Vide Grotium in Annot. ad lib. i. Rei. Christ. p. 54. 
de Ver. Rei. Christ. p. 38, 39. 
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DI ss. And 

IT. 



He compela them to endure the fonns of mute beasts : 
He makes the cruci, beare, the rapacious, wolves. 
The crafty, foxes. And when he has driven them 
Through many yeare and thousand shapes, 
At leng^h he again recalls them, purged 
By Lethc's strcam, to the fint elements 
Of the human form. 

And lastly, the Platonists, the most religions sect of philoso- 
phers, imagined a kind of rotation, and that the souls of 
men were for ever by tums happy and miserable. So that 
Justin Martyr', in his dialogne with Trypho, said triily of 
ali the philosophers, ^' that they knew nothing on this subject, 
and conld not teli what the soni was.*' Fourthly, and lastly, 
those among the Gentiles who have said any thing conceming 
a fatare life, have restricted it to the soni only, never dream- 
ing of the resurrection of the body. Hence we read that 

Act8i7.i8. when St. Paul, at Athens, spoke of the resurrection of the 
body, the philosophers mocked him as if he taught a direct 
absurdity. 

§ 14. Secondly, the words of the text above quoted may 
be most strictly appHed to the Jews themselves» ; for Christ 
enlightened their understandings upon this doctrine in three 
different points : first, by the light of a decisive determina- 
tion; for as among the Gentile philosophers some denied, 
and others asserted, the immortality of the soul, so among 
the Jews many doubted this doctrine, of such vast import- 
ance to piety. The Pharisees afiGjmed it: the Sadducees 
denied it, admitting nothing but what was laid down in 
Scripture in express words, while the Pharisees on the other 
hand had no other means of proving their opinion, than 
by the authority of the cabala, or tradition. The Pharisees 
could indeed produce that passage &om Daniel, and the Sad« 
ducees durst not reject his authority ; (for Scaliger, I think, 
has clearly proved that it is quite erroneous to suppose that 
the Sadducees rejected ali the prophetical books, except the 
Pentateuch, and has also shewn that this error arose from a 
misapprehension of the words of Josephus the historian.) 
But a single passage, and such as might be easily eluded 

vid. Grot. under pretence of the luxuriance of the prophetic style, and 

' P. 222. edit. Morell. Paris. 1636. « Vid. Grot. in. Matt. v. 20. 
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might be understood of a release from the Babylonish cap- e H A P. 



tivity, was an argument scarcely sufficìent to stop the mouth - 
of an obstinate sophist. To the multitude, thus fluctuatiug 
between the opinions of contending seets^ Christ, the chief 
of prophets^ proclaimed^ in express terms, and in the name of 
God, the doctrine of the resurrection and a future world, and 
publicly declared it to ali men as a thing indubitable and 
certain. 

§ 15. Christ^ secondly^ added to this doctrine the light of 
a clear and plain explanation. For as to the nature of a 
fiiture life, the masters of the Jews themselves were shame* 
fully ignorant ; of which Maimonides is a sufficient witness, 
who in his exposition of the tenth chapter of the Sanhedrin 
thus speaks^ : " You will find that the opinions of those who 
embrace the law concerning the happiness to be obtained by 
him who performs the commandments of Grod given by Moses, 
and the misery which will foUow upon us who transgress 
them, are very discordante according to the diflference of 
understandings. For there is much confusion and misun- 
derstanding on this subject, so that you will scarcely find 
one to whom the matter is clearly known, neither will you 
find a treatise of any one who hath fully discoursed upon 
it, which is not exceedingly confused/^ So that what the 
leamed Pocock hath said of the Rabbins who lived after 
Maimonides may be said no less truly of those who preceded 
him* ; namely, " that you will hardly find any other subject 
on which you might assert that they were generally agreed 
amongst themselves, than that there was something to be 
believed and expected, which was called a resurrection : on 
the nature of it nearly each one has his own separate 
opinion,^' &c. Of the fate of the wicked they were entirely 
in the dark, as they are at this day ; some thought that they 
would rise again, others, that they would not. As to the 
happiness of the good, many thought it would be of long 
duration, but not eternai. Then they supposed that hap- 
piness to be of a gross earthly nature, arising from an abund- 
ance of corporal delights. For as now the Talmudists pre- 
tend they are to have banquets, in which they will feast on 

^ [See Pocock'8 Works, voL l Porta * Not. Miscel. cap. 6. [p. 159, 160. 
Mosis, p. 52. ed. 1 740. ] ed. 1 740.] 
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130 Our SavUmr's resurrection the earnest of immartaìity. 

D I s s. the behemoth, leviathan, and bariuchne^ an ox^ a fish, and 
"* a bird^ ; so in the time of Christ the Jews supposed there 



would be a happy state hereafter^ bnt exactly sìmilar to our 
present life. Hence Josephus^ mentioning the opinion of the 
Essenes (the most spiritual sect among the Jews) conceming 
future happiness^ uses almost the seme words as the Greeks 
did when speaking of the Fortunate Islands. For he says^, that 
to the good were granted^ ^'beyond the ocean, habitations 
free from storms^ and beat and cold ; but where gentle zephyrs 
from the sea perpetually refresh the air/^ Whence arose the 

Mat22.i8. captious question of the Sadducees^ proposed to Christ, con- 
ceming the woman who had married seven brothers suc- 
cessively, whose wife should she be at the resurrection. For 
the Sadducees, the opponents of the Pharisees, supposed that 
Christ taught the resurrection on the same principles as the 
Pharisees did; but these, among other corporal pleasures, 
supposed that conjugal love would remain to us in a future 
state. These gross and dark ideas Christ illumined by a clear 
and spiritual light, teaching openly the punishment of the 
wicked, and declaring that the rewards of the pious were not 
only lasting, but eternai; and not of every kind, but such as 
consisted in the company of angels and the beatìfic idsion 
and firuition of God Himself. 

§ 16. Thirdly, Christ gave to His doctrine what was of the 
greatest consequence, the light of firm and sufficient testi- 
mony, by enforcing its belief on men by many and great 
miracles, of which the chief was, that He openly recàlled the 
dead to life, and after His own death shewed Himself alive 
again to many. After which, nothing more to confirm this 
point could be reasonably expected. For it was now certain, 

Act8i7.3i. as the Apostle argues, that "God hath appointed a day in 
the which He will judge the world in righteousness, by that 
Man whom He hath ordióned, whereof He hath given assur- 
ance unto ali men, in that He hath raised Him from the 
dead.^' 

§ 17. In the fourth and last place, it may perhaps be asked, 
why the Jews, who had conceived the hope of a future life 

^ See Buxtorf, who severely satirizes 1 *A\us. IL 12 ; De Bel. Jud. iL 8. 

the Jews for this fahle. Synag. Judaic. voi. iì. p. 165. edit. 1726. 
e. 36. p. 535. 
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from the law, could not arrive at true righteousness by the CHAP. 
law ? I answer, that besides the extreme uncertainty, and '- — 



confused idea they had of that hope, this was the chief reason, 
namely, that the Jews sought for eternai life in the extemal 
righteousness of the law, to which it was never promised. 
Hence it happened that they were never led by this hope to 
such piety as was true and worthy of God, thinking they 
could obtain that future happiness by the outward righte- 
ousness of the law. This dangerous error of the Jews Christ 
Himself condemned ; '' Search the Scriptures, for in them ye Job. 5. 39. 
think ye have eternai life, and they are they which testify of 
Me/^ By the Scriptures, though we may understand aU the 
Books of the Old Testamenti yet the law and writings of Moses 
seem to be peculiarlyintended,as we may gather from the forty- 
fiffch and forty-sixth verses"^. The senso then is, You attributo 
to the Mosaic law more than is right: for you think eternai life 
to be promised to the observers of its precepts ; and that this 
life is immediately contained in these books : but if you not 
only read over these Scriptures, but attentively consider them, 
(for that is the meaning of the word search,) you would soon ipsvyarc 
perceive that they directed you to Me as the Fountain and 
Giver of this life, and to that spiritual righteousness which I 
teach, as the only means of obtaining it. — But great indeed 
was the perverseness of the Jews, who, althoùgh they acknow- 
ledged the mystery in the promises of Moses, stili obstinately 
adhered to the letter of the precepts, when they might have 
easily seen that between the letter òf the promise and the 
letter of the precept, and on the other band between the 
spirit of the promise and of the precept, a certain connec- 
tion was absolutely necessary. — ^And thus far of the want, in 
the Mosaic law, of that extemal aiding grace, namely, the 
promise of eternai life. 

n» Vid. Grot. in locum, and also Maldonatus. 
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DI ss. 
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CHAP. XI. 

TRI OTHBB WEAKME8S OP THE M08AIC LAW, — THAT IT HAD KOT THE GIFT 
or TRE HOLT SPntlT. — SOME PA88AOE8 PEOTIEG THI8 BXPUkJIiED.— 

TWO QnB8TION8 ABI8IMG FBOM THI8 8UBJECT AN8WEBEJ>. ^IT 18 SHEWIT 

THAT THE AP08TLB DEPEHD8 JUSTIFICATION BT THE G08PEL, IN OPPO- 
8ITI0E TO THAT OF THE LAW, BT A *'DEM0N8TBATIVS** AEGUMENT TAKEN 
FEOM THE EVIBEET GIFT8 OF THE HOLT 8PIEIT, WHICH IN THE EABLT 
CHUBCH EVEET WHEBE FOLLOWED A BELIEF IN THE G08PEL. HEUCB 
LIGHT 18 THEOWM ON THAT COMMON OB8EBYATION OF OBOTIU8, THAT IN 
THE NEW TB8TAMENT THE HOLT 8PIEIT 18 PUT AFTEB FAITH. 

§ 1. It now remains for us to point out that other want of 
aiding grace in the law^ namely^ internai assistance^ that is, 
the gifk of the Holy Spirit. It was surely impossible that 
men should be led to spiritual righteousness by that law 
which neither promised nor gave them any aid of the Spirit. 
For without the Divine power and efficacy of the Holy Spirit, 
no man can be freed from bis lusts, or delivered from the 
tyranny of sin, far less be excited with any Constant cheerful- 
ness to those truly heroic actions which are in some degree 
suitable to so great a reward as eternai life. 

§ 2. In yery many passages the Apostle speaks of this 
great defect of the Mosaic covenant. In this sense, for ex- 

2 Cor. a. 6. ampie, he calls the ministry of the law the ministry of the 
letter; because its ministry was altogether extemal, not only 
made up of extemal and carnai precepts, but entirely with- 
ont any internai energy and efficacy. In this sanse he more 
fully explains himself, where he says again of the law, that it 

ver. 7. was ^Hhe ministration of death written and engraven in 
stones.'^ The law is said to be a ministry engraved on stono, 
both becanse its precepts were, generally speaking, extemal, 
and particularly because they were put forth only extemally, 
unaccompanied by any force or efficades of the Spirit, which 
might penetrate the yery heart and inward man. On the 
other band, he bestows on the Gospel the praise of being the 

ver. 6. ministration of the Spirit, because its precepts are in them- 
selves spiritual, and particularly because they are impressed 
upon the hearts of men by the efficacy and power of the 
Holy Spirit. For that the Apostle, when he calls the Gospel 
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the ministration of the Spirit, not only has in view the nature e H A p. 
and disposition of the Gospel doctrines, as many think, but — ^ — 



also this power of the Holy Spirit continuaUy accompanying 

it, is very clear from the third verse of the chapter just quoted, 

where the Apostle says of the Gospel received through faith 

by the Corinthians under his ministry, that it was " the epistle 2 Cor. 3. 3. 

of Christ, written not with ink, but with the Spirit of the 

living God, not in tables of stone, but in fleshy tables of the 

heart :*' which last words evidently allude to the difference 

between the ministration of the law and the Gospel, as de- 

pending upon this one particular, that the first was extemal 

only, and consigned to written tablets; but that the latter 

was given internally, and was written on the hearts of men 

by the Spirit of the living God. In this sense undoubtedly 

must the Apostle be understood in his Epistle to the Bomans, chap. s. 2. 

where after having described the law much at large in the 

preceding chapter, he says of the Gospel as opposed to it, 

that it was "the law of the Spirit of life^' (or hfe-giving) "in 

Christ Jesus/^ For here the Spirit of life does not refer to 

the nature of the Gospel law as consisting of spiritual pre- 

cepts, and penetrating to the heart of man, as some imagine> 

because that Spirit is not said to be in the law of the Gospel, 

but in Christ Jesus, the Head, and flowing from Him into 

the Church His body. Sut unless I am mistaken, the Gospel 

is called the law of the Spirit, both because the Spirit is prò- 

mised in the Gospel, and is also inseparably connected with 

it. Besides, it must be allowed that we are freed from the 

law of sin and of death, not by the mere doctrine of the 

Gospel, unless we adopt the Pelagian heresy, but by the 

Spirit of Christ Himself. Besides, if this interpretation be 

admitted, the law of Moses, so far as it contains moral pre- 

cepts, may as weU as the Gospel be styled the ministry and 

law of the Spirit, the Apostle witnessing in his Epistle to the Rom.7.14. 

Bomans, that it is in its own nature spiritual and teaches 

spiritual righteousness. Upon this subject a passage in the 

Epistle to the Galatians throws the strongest light : where to 

the curse of the law, which he had mentioned in the preceding Gai. 3. 14. 

verse, the Apostle opposes the bleasing of Abraham, and that 

blessing he explains by the promise of the Spirit, or the prò - 

mised Spirit. Therefore th^ promise of the Holy Spirit is 
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134 No promise of the Spirti in the covenani of Sinai, 

DI ss. that great privilege of the Gospel covenant, in which its 
— ^^! — excellence above the law, and chief value, consists. As a 
Joh. 1. 17. finishìng proof I will add the testimony of St. John: "The 
law was given by Moses^ but grace and truth carne by Jesus 
Christ.'' Where by the way, as Grotius observes, the Apostle 
overtums that opinion of Ebion, who preferred Moses to 
Christ, and which even in those days of the Church, was too 
weU known. Truth is opposed to the shadows of the law, and 
grace is that plentiful eflFasion of the Holy Spirit on Christians 
utterlyunknown under the old law. Drusius,who explains^race 
(X«/>*^) DLOt by jn but by non» kindness or gratuìtous favaur of 
God, is refuted by the words of the fourteenth and fifteenth 
verses, which speak plainly of that grace with which Christ is 
ftdl, and which oat of His fulness is poured forth upon us. 

§ 3. Here we find one or two questions which require an 
answer. The first is this : Is there no promise of the Holy 
Spirit in the law of Moses ? To which I answer, that it is 
manifest that the law, if by that word you mean only the 
covenant given on Mount Sinai through the mediation of 
Moses to the people of Israel, which, as I have before ob- 
served, is the most proper and strict acceptation of it in the 
Epistles of St. Paul, does not contain any promise of the 
Holy Spirit. If, I say, by it you mean the covenant made 
at Sinai; for in the Sacred Sooks and prophetic writings, 
which go under the general name of the Old Testament, 
we read continually of the Holy Spirit being promised, and 
of its being obtained by the prayers of men. Even in 
the Mosaic writings, although not in the covenant itself, 
there may be found, I think, a promise sufficiently dear, 
of the Holy Spirit being given to the Israelites. Of this 
Deut.30.6. kind undoubtedly is the follo wing : "The Lord thy God will 
circumcise thine heart, and the heart of thy seed, to love the 
Lord thy God with ali thine heart." Now it is allowed by 
aU except those who agree with Pelagius, that such a circum- 
cision of the heart as will induce men to love God with ali 
their hearts, can only be eflFected by the great power and 
might of the Holy Spirit. But this belongs to the righte- 
ousness of the Gospel, which Moses first, and the other Pro- 
phets afterwards, pointed out as concealed imder the veil of 
outward rites and ceremonies. For the righteousness of faith 
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which was mode manifest under the Gospel was witnessed by e H a p. 
tke law and the prophets, aa the Apostle expressly aflirms. — ^ — 
But I have said that this promise of the Holy Spirit is plainly 
not to be found in the Mosaic covenant : I will farther add, 
that it was part of the New Testament preached by Moses 
himself. For the covenant entered into with the Jews, in Deut. 29, 
which the above words are found, is evidently not the same ^' 
with that made at Sinai, and therefore contained a renewal 
of the covenant entered into with Abraham, that is, of the 
Grospel covenant, then darkly revealed, as may be proved by 
many arguments. In the first place it is expressly said that 
the foUowing words are ^'the words of the covenant which Deut 29.1. 
the Lord commanded Moses to make with the children of 
Israel, beside the covenant which He made with them in 
Horeb/^ Those who think this to have been only a renewal 
of the covenant made at Horeb, contradict the text in the 
most direct terms. Por the repetition and renewal of the 
covenant made in Sinai, can in no sense be caUed the words 
of a covenant besides that which God had made at Sinai. 
Secondly, it is expressly said that this covenant was entirely 
the same with that which God confirmed by an oath to the 
fathers of the Israelites, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob : which See ver. 

12 13 

was the Gospel covenant itself, darkly revealed indeed, as the Gai. 3. i&, 
Apostle shews. In the third place, St. Paul dtes some words ^^* 
of this covenant as the words of the Gospel covenant, which 
evidently put forward the righteousness of faith : I know See Rom. 
some think that these words of Moses are accommodated by comp.with 
the Apostle to the righteousness of faith by way of allusion ?i^"&cf^* 
only : but they deserve no attention, for the Apostle produces 
these expressions as the very words of the righteousness of 
faith, that is, of the Gospel covenant, in which that righte- 
ousness is revealed. And to speak the truth, I have always 
thought that these aUusions, to which some betake themselves 
as a sure refuge for their ignorance, are in general nothing 
but a manifest abuse of the Holy Scripture. But it was not 
necessary, in this place at least, to use such an evasion. For, 
fourthly, every thing in this covenant wonderfully agrees with 
the Gospel; first, as to the precepts themselves, those only 
are here commanded which tend to good morais, and are 
good in themselves, not a word being said of those rites 
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136 Tkis confirmed by Jeremiah, and the Hebrew Doctors. 

DI ss. which, if literally considered^ seem to be puerile, and with 

_ "' — which the legai covenant is almost filled. Besides, ali the 

IO. 16, 20. obedience bere required is referred to a sincere and diligent 

ib. 30. endeavonr to obey God in ali tbings. In tbe next place, 
with respect to promises, God doth bere again promise a 
full remission of aU sins, even tbe most beinous, after actual 
repentance, wbich grace is not to be found in tbe legai cove- 
nant, as we bave already shewn at large. Tbe grace of the 
Holy Spirit is tbe next promise, by wbich men's bearts are 
circumcised, that they may love tbe Lord with aU their heart, 

ib. 30. 6. and with ali their mind. How far diflFerent is tbis from the usuai 
style of tbe Mosaic writingsi Fiftbly, That the covenant 

Jer. 31. 31. mentioned by tbe prophet Jeremiah is tbe Gospel covenant, 
no Christian hath yet denied, since tbe divine author of the 

Heb. 8. a Epistle to tbe Hebrews hath expressly taught it. Now what 
the prophet hath said conceming that covenant exactly agrees 
with tbis made in Moab. Tbe prophet Jeremiah calls bis 
covenant a new covenant, altogether diflferent from that 
which God made with the ancestors of tbe Israelites when 
they came out of Egypt, and Moses says the same of the 
Moabitish covenant. Tbe prophet Jeremiah gives the reason 
wby God granted a new covenant, intending to abolish that 
of Sinai; namely, because the Israelites, destitute of grace 

ver. 22. sufficicutly powerful, had rendered void that of Sinai by dis- 
obeying its precepts. Moses too alleges precisely the same 

Deut.29.4. causc. ^^The Lord,^^ says be, ^'hath not given you an heart 
to perceive, and eyes to see, and ears to bear, unto tbis day.'* 
As if be had said, God made a former covenant with you, 
in wbich He made known His will to you by precepts which 
were enforced in a most extraordinary manner, by means of 
promises and threatenings, and every sort of miracle: but 
He saw that covenant profited you little : He saw that you 
stood in need of stUl more eflfectual grace, by wbich your 
bearts might be circumcised; and therefore He intends a 
new covenant, in wbich that most effectual grace will be 
granted you. Tbis same circumcision of tbe heart is un- 
doubtedly intended by the prophet in the following passage ; 

Jer. 31. 33. " I wiU put My law in their inward parts, and write it in 
their bearts ;'* and in tbe next verse he clearly mentions that 
remission of sins wbich is promised to penitents by Moses in 
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the hook of Deuteronomy : "I will forgive their iniquity, chap. 
and I will remember their sin no more/^ Lastly, the pro-- 



phet Jeremiah shews the plainness^ and therefore the easiness, 
of the precepts contained in the new covenant, so that the 
people of Grod wonld not he under the necessity of a laborious 
enqniry, or a severer disciphne^ in order to know these pre- 
cepts and to fulfil them. It will he plain that Moses meant ver. 34. 
the same, if you carefuUy compare his words with what the |^®"*- ^' 
Apostle says upon this passage. To me, at least, ali this ?om. 10. 
seems very evident. Sixthly, and lastly, To place this point 
beyond the reach of controversy, the Hebrew doctors them- 
selves thought that ali these things which are contained in 
the twenty-ninth and the following chapters of the hook of 
Deuteronomy must be referred to the times of the Messiah. 
To prove this I shall produce what P. Fagius, who deserves 
great attention, hath said on the thirtieth chapter of the 
hook of Deuteronomy, ver. 2 : '^ It must be carefully observed, 
that in the opinion of the Hebrews this chapter refers to the 
reign of Christ. Hence also Bachai says, that in this passage 
is a promise that under the Messiah the King, ali who are 
under the covenant should be circumcised in their hearts, 
citing the prophet Joel/' Grotius on the sixth verse of the joei 2. sa 
same chapter agrees with Fagius. 

We have dwelt the longer on this subject, both that even 
hence it might appear that aU things in the Mosaic writings 
do not belong to the Mosaic covenant, and therefore that 
Augustine^s distinction, already frequently quoted, is not only 
true, but absolutely necessary, by which he restricts the law 
to the covenant made on mount Sinai only; and especially 
that we might clearly recognise in this the most excellent and 
wise dispensation, strictly so called, of God, which it seemed 
good to Him to use in granting the covenant of His grace. 
God had made that gracious covenant with Abraham many 
years before the law was given, to which He was pleased 
afterwards to add another covenant, consisting of many cere^ 
monies and rites difficult to perform, by which He might 
retain in their duty the ignorant and carnai posterity of 
Abraham, who had been just brought out from Egypt, and 
were consequently too much addicted to pagan rites and 
superstitions ; in short, might preserve them from the idola- 
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138 The Spirìi vouchsafed to some under the law : 

Diss. trons worship of the heathens^ whicli Tertulliano weil ex- 

'- — presses in these words : ^' Let no man find fault with the 

burden of sacrifices^ and the troublesome niceties of rites and 
ceremonies^ as if God demanded these things on His own ac- 
count^ whereas He so expressly says, To what purpoae are the 
muttitude of yovr sacrifices unto Me ? and who hath reqmred 
thia at your hcmds? But let him recognise in them the 
design of God^ who was pleased to bind a people prone to 
idolatry and transgression, to their own religion by rites of 
the same nature as were performed in the superstitious wor- 
ship of the world, that He mìght wean them from idolatry ; 
commanding those rites to be performed to Hìmself as if 
He deUghted in them^ that they might not offend by sacri- 
Comp. ficing to images/' But the all-wise God, foreseeing that this 
' stiff-necked people would not comprehend His design, after 
the carnai law was given, commanded Moses to make a new 
covenant with the Israelites, or rather to renew the former 
one made with Abraham many years before, which especially 
required spiritual righteousness, and was filli of grace and 
mercy, that the Jews might learn from this that the covenant 
made with Abraham was stili in force even after the rìtuid 
law was giveu, and therefore must be stili regarded as that 
Comp. covenant upon which alone their salvation depended. Who 
Rom.^li7* ^^ ^°* ^®'® exclaim with the Apostle, '' O the depth of the 
^ riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God l" But 

this is by the way, although not in vain. To proceed : — 

§ 4. Hence too another question may be answered, 
Whether, namely, the Holy Spirit was given in the times of 
the Old Testament ? Undoubtedly it was, for otherwise there 
could not bave been so many pious and holy men under 
the Mosaic law. But, first, The Spirit was indeed given 
under the law, but not by, or through the law, since this 
Gal. 3. 14. grace was mutually given and received as derived from the 
grace of the Gospel. Hence the promise of the Spirit is 
called by St. Paul, in the passage already noticed, the blessing 
of Abraham, not of Moses, because that great blessing arose 
from the promise made to Abraham, and not from the Mosaic 
covenant, that is, from the Gospel, and not from the law. 
§ 5. 2ndly, Although God indeed bestowed His Holy 

" Tertullian adv. Marcion ii. [11. 18. p. 391.] 
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then by measure, now abundantly. 189 

Spirit on those who asked for it under the Old Testamenti as e H A P. 

well as under the New, stili there was a great difference — ^ — 

made ; for in the times of the Old Testamenti God gave the 

grace of His Holy Spirit in small and moderate portions: 

under the Gospel, abundantly and bountifully. Henee in 

the times of the New Testament, God is said to give the joh. 3. 34. 

Spirit not by measure, but to pour it out first upon Christ 

the Head, and then upon the Church His body : for now has 

He shed on us abundantly the Spirit. To this too I refer that Tìt 3. 6. 

remarkable passage in St. John's Gospel where those who 3^/ ' ^' 

live under the Gospel are said to receive ^'of the falness otf^^f^^' 

Christ {xó'Pt'V àvTÌ yapf'TOf;) grace for grace," that is, abundant 

grace, or grace heaped upon grace. For so I think the words 

should be interpreted, as here grace for grace is clearly the 

same as what the son of Sirach says, ^^A shamefaced and Ecc1u8.26. 

faithful woman is a doublé grace -" xa/t>t9, eTrl x^P^'^'h *^^* ^^y 

modesty in a wife is a great grace of God ; but if fidelity be 

also added, such a wife is an accumulated grace, since to her 

modesty, a treasure of itself sufficiently great, fidelity also, 

an uncommon virtue among women, is added as it were over 

and above. 

Beza indeed says that he has never found this particle 
{àvrl) used thus by any good author. Fortunately, however, 
Davenanf* informs us that his leamed friend Dunseus ob- 
served this use of the preposition in the foUowing verses of 
Theognis : — 

TeBvaifirjv If €( firj ri kox^v &fi7ravfia fiepifivóùv 
Evpoifirjp, òoiris r mrr oi/icdv àvias. 

I shall die if I cannot find some rest from cares, 
And if you give me paiu upon pain. 

§ 6. Here perhaps some may object, that under the law 
there were certain men blessed with such gifts of the Spirit 
as are bestowed on very few of none in the Christian Church, 
such as Moses himself, David, and ali the Prophets. In 
answer to this it may be observed, Ist. That the number of 
these was very small indeed; and our present question is not 
how God acted to a few, but what was His general dis- 
pensation to the whole people of the Jews. 2ndly. For these 
few under the law, how many bave lived under the Gospel, 

•> De Just Actuali, e. 61. p. 614. 
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140 Saints ofihe Old Test, few, and inferior io Christians. 

DI ss. not only equal to them, but even superior, in ali the gifts of 
^ the Spirit, and in an excellent holiness of life ? the Apostles 



for example^ and most of the Christians of the primitive 

times. 3rdly. To none of these was the Holy Spirit so boun- 

tiftQly given, but that they stili in some degree laboured 

under the darkness of the age^ and the state of childhood. 

Hence the first among the prophets of the Old Testament are 

Mat. 11. reekoned by Christ Himself as inferior to the least in the 

kingdom of heaven, undoubtedly, that is, in the fulness and 

perspicuity of the revelation and knowledge of man*s redemp- 

Comp. tion : for this before St. John was a mystery ; in his time 

i7*with ^S^^ began to dawn upon it, and after the death and resur- 

1 Pet. I. rection of Christ, and the descent of the Holy Spirit, it 

shone forth with mid-day brightness. 

§ 7. Thirdly, (and this aflFords the most complete satisfac- 
tion to the proposed enquiry, so far as it regards the reason- 
ing of the Apostle,) although the Holy Spirit was formerly 
given in and under the law, yet after the appearance of the 
Gospel it was no longer vouchsafed to the foUowers of the 
law, but was the privilege of those who having left the law 
believed in the Gospel. The most holy dove forsook the ark of 
Moses, and fixed its foot and habitation in the Church of Christ. 
The spirit left the lettor, as the soul the body, and the law 
became truly a dead lettor. A sufficient proof of which were 
the conspicuous gifts of the Holy Spirit transferred &om the 
Synagogue to the Church, when, on the day of Pentecost, not 
a tempest of thunder and lightning and horror, as when 
formerly on this very day the old law was given from Mount 
Sinai, but the mighty power of the Holy Spirit descended 
from heaven, and, appearing in the form of fiery tongues, 
settled on the Apostles ; and, soon after, the same miraculous 
gifts were generally and abundantly poured out upon the 
whole congregation of Christians ; while, with the professors 
Rom.ii.8. of the law, the spirit ofslumber alone remained, a spirit truly 
worthy of those who, when the substance itself was ofPered 
them, pined after the shadow. 

. § 8. Thus on a sudden we come upon that very subject 
which was left to be noticed last, namely, that the Apostle 
always endeavours to establish his doctrine of justification by 
faith, without the works of the Mosaic law, by those con- 
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spicuous and miraculous gifts of the Spirit which always chap. 

followed upon faith in the Gospel. This demonstrative argu- 

ment St. Paul uses in addressing the Galatians^ with this Gai. 3. 2. 

question : ^' This only would I leam of you, Received ye the 

Spirit by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith ?'* 

It appears from the fifth verse that the Apostle here speaks Gal. a 5. 

of the spirit of miracles : " He therefore that ministereth to 

you the Spirit, and worketh miracles among you, doeth he it 

by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith ?" As if 

he had said, Only answer this one question, and it alone will 

be sufficient to convince you : Did you receive those excellent 

gifts of the Spirit, which you possess, from circumcision and 

the other works of the law, or from the hearing of faith ? 

But if from faith in Christ, which you will not dare deny, 

you obtained ali these blessings, to say nothing of your in- 

gratitude, how great must be your madness to revolt from 

the Gospel, confirmed as it is by an argument so evident and 

striking to the senses I Hence, when at the council of 

Jerusalem, that great question was debated among the Apo- 

stles, whether circumcision and the other rites of the Mosaic 

law should be imposed on the Gentiles who had been con- 

verted to Christ, Peter, the chief of the Apostles, proved the 

negative part of this question by this single argument : That 

to Comelius, and to those with him, who were the first fruits 

of the Gentiles, and had been converted to the Gospel 

through his ministry, the gifts of the Holy Spirit were given 

by God. By this act, said St. Peter, '^ God which knoweth acu 16. 8. 

the heart, bare them witness,^' (that they pleased Him, 

without circumcision,) " giving them the Holy Ghost, even as 

He did unto us,'* who bave been circumcised, and observe 

the law of Moses. That the Spirit of miraculous gifts was Acts 10. 

that testimony, appears from the event. Hence those among 

the Gentiles, to whom, after they believe in the Gospel, this 

Spirit was given, are said to be sealed, and to bave received, 2 Cor. 1. 

as it were, a pledge from Gx)d of His grace for the present, Eph.1.13; 

and of glory in ftiture. For that in these passages, as well ^' ^' 

as in many others, by the Spirit is meant these conspicuous 

gifts of the Spirit, is evident from this, that the Apostle 

plaìnly means that Spirit, and, as it were, points to it, pro- 

ducing it as a testimony sufficiently convincing to those unto 
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142 What ifforks whoUy excluded firom juatification. 

DI ss. whom he writes^ and to ali others who would be satisfied of 

— ^^ — the truth of the Gospel ; so that what the Apostle hath said 

concemìng circumcision, may not improperly be applied to 

Rom.4.ii.the Spirit given to the Gentiles; that "it was the seal of 

the righteousness of faith, which they had yet being uncir- 

cnmcised/^ 

§ 9. But these things^ by the way, throw Ught upon the 
observation which so wonderfuUy pleased the leamed Grotius 
that he seized every opportunity of producing it^ namely^ that 
in the New Testament the Holy Spirit is most frequently 
placed after faith. For this is true^ if said of that copious 
effiision of gifts which was peculiar to the primitive Church, 
or even of that greater measure of the Spirit, which by and 
after faith perfected by love, believers even now receive. In 
the mean time it is certain that some special operation of the 
Divine Spirit always precedes effectual faith, neither do I 
thìnk that great man thought otherwise, although in some 
passages his words seem very ili chosen. 



CHAP. XII. 

TWO DEDUCTIONS FBOM WHAT HA8 BEEN SAID IN THE THREE FOREOOING 
CHAPTERS CONCERNING THE WBAKNES8 OF THE LAW. — THE FIRST OF 
WHICH IS, THAT THE APOSTLE ENTIRELT EXCLUDES FROM JUSTIFICATION 
ONLT THOSE WORKS WHICH ARE PERFORMED BT THE AID OF THE 
M08AIC, AND (cONSEQUENTLT) OF THE NATURAL LAW, WITHOUT THE 

ORACE OF THE OOSPEL. THIS PROVED BT A THRBEFOLD AROUMENT 

FROM THE YERT EPISTLES OF ST. PAUL. THREE ARGUMENTS OF PARiBUS 

TO THE CONTRART, SO ANSWERED AS TO THROW 8TILL STRONGER LIGHT 
UPON THE ABOYE DEDUCTIONS. 

§ 1. If to any one we bave seemed too prolix, in explaìn* 
ing the Apostle^s argument taken &om the weakness of the 
law, I beg he will consider how mach what has been observed 
conduces both to the better understanding of St. Pani, and 
to the more fìrmly establishìng the doctrine of St. James 
conceming justification by works, both which points I shall 
now endeavonr to make him rightly comprehend. 

§ 2. With respect to the first, whoever thoroughly under- 
stands what we bave advanced, wiU easily perceive that the 
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Such a$ are done ivithout Gospel grace, 143 

Works which St. Paul wholly excludes from justification^ are chap. 
only those which are perfonned without the grace of the '■ — 



Gospel, by the aid of the naturai or Mosaic law : (for what- 
ever St. Paul urges agaìnst the Mosaic law, as we have else- 
where observed, has a stili greater force against the law of 
nature :) this then is a necessary conclusion &om what has 
been said; for since St. Paul chiefly employs this argument 
against justification by the law either of Moses or of nature, 
because both these laws are entirely destitute of the means 
whereby men may be induced to true righteousness worthy 
of God, and agreeable to Him, it manifestly follows from this, 
that only that righteousness, and those works, are excluded 
by Him &om justification, which are produced by human 
weakness under the law, or in a state of nature. 

§ 3. But this point may be clearly proved by other reasons 
deduced firom St. Paul himself. And first, it seems to me to 
be no light or trifling argument in support of this opinion, 
that the Apostle, in arguing agaìnst the righteousness of 
Works, simply caUs them works, adding no epithet but that 
of the law, but he never (as far as I am aware] excludes good 
Works from justification. By which he clearly implies that 
he rejects those works only which are produced by human 
powers and strength, and are destitute of ali supematural 
goodness. I allowthat he sometimes says works of righteoìis- Tit. 3. 5. 
Ttess, but then he instantly explains himself by adding, which 
we have done onrselves, that is, by our own strength. Of this 
passage, however, we shall soon treat more fully. Hence in 
the Epistle to the Ephesians the works which the Apostle 
excludes from salvation are called simply works, whilst those Eph. 2. 9. 
which he admits to be necessary to salvation, and for the 
performance of which he afifirms we are prepared, and, as it 
were, created by the grace of Christ, he calls good works. ver. 10. 

§ 4. Secondly, this is manifest from the whole course of 
the Apostle^s reasoning, that he rejects works of that nature 
only, which, being admitted, would seem to afford men cause 
for boasting, exalting themselves before God. Who does not See Rom. 
perceive that this can only be said of those works which we Eph/ 2.' 9/ 
do by our own strength, without the assistance of grace ? Por 
whatever works a man performs, induced thereto by the pre- 
vention of Divine grace, and aided in the performance of 
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144 Crood Works noi so much ottrs as God's. 

DI ss. them by ita continued presence, are to be ascribed to 

— Almighty Gt)d, and ali their glory must evidently be attri- 

buted to Hìm^ as their chief and principal author. These 
good Works wbich we perform^ are not so much ours^ as those 
of God within us. But no man can properly boast before 
God of that which is owìng to God. But, says ParaeusP, 
these Works of grace are at the same time supposed to prò- 
ceed from the virtue of free wiU, and so in some measnre are 
owing to it : to which we reply ; That our good works are 
performed by the grace of God leading us to them, and by 
free will accompanying us, is no fiction of ours, but the truth 
itself, which may be proved from innumerable passages of 
Holy Scripture, which right reason itself dictates, and 
lastly, which is acknowledged by the unanimous consent of 
ali the writers of the three first and best ages of the Church. 
Neither does this free will prevent our righteousness, and 
salvation, which is consequent upon it, from being attributed 
to God, as the chief, and indeed only author ; since before, 
and without Divine grace, it has not in itself, or of itself, the 
least particle of goodness, so far as to be really good, and to 
tend to salvation. Whatever good the will is capable of, is 
entirely owing to grace ; whatever evU, to itself. So far from 
our Works being good without this liberty of the will, they 
can no more become good, or be made the conditions of a 
reward, than the actions of brutes or the motions of inani- 
mate bodies. But that this freedom of the will being allowed, 
does not diminish the glory of Divine grace, since whatever 
good Works we do must be referred to God as their author, 
may, I think, be proved by an invincible argument from the 
very confession of our opponents. 

§ 5. Por although they suppose that the first conversion of 
man to God is caused by the irresistible influence of grace, 
yet they unanimously allow, that in subsequent good actions, 
in some at least, there is a liberty of the will of such a nature, 
as to leave the regenerate to do well or not, at bis own 
option, and that often he does not do weU when he might. 
The foUowing, in particular, are the express words of our 
theologians in their judgment set forth at the synod of Dort. 
For there, on the third and fourth articles conceming conver- 

P In solut. dub. 6. e. iiì. ad Rom. p. 221. 
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Sion, by which is meant the act of a man tuming himself to e H a p. 
God, they speak thus : " God does not always so move a con- ^^ ^^ 
verted and faitliful man to subsequent good works, as to take 
away the wish of resisting ; but sometimes permits him, by 
his own fault, to fall from the guìdance of grace, and in many 
particular acts to obey his own lusts/' And in explanation 
of the same thesis, they add : ^' Through the whole course of 
pur lives, the motions and guidance of the Holy Spirit are 
ever present with us : yet in such manner as that we may be 
negUgent of grace, that too often we actually are so, and there- 
fore freely and basely obey our own lusts^/' Lastly, they The». 4. 
condemn as heterodox, (and certainly the doctrine is a most 
damnable one,) " that a man cannot perform more good than 
he does, nor avoid more sin than he avoids." And in ex- 
planation, they contend that this- opinion is equally false, 
whether it is iinderstood of a regenerate or an unregenerate 
man. On these gronnds, then, I would ask whether those 
subsequent good works, which are so freely performed by a 
regenerate man, afford him cause for boasting, or do they 
not rather redound to the honour and glory of God, the 
author of them ? I have no doubt but that our adversaries 
will instantly consent to the latter supposition, opposing the 
other with ali their might. They must therefore necessarily 
allow that the imion of free will with Divine grace in good 
Works does not prevent the honour of them from being whoUy 
ascribed to God, neither do they give the man himself any cause 
for glorying in them. Neither do we hold any other union of 
free will in any good work, than our adversaries themselves allow 
in many good works. — This however by the way : To proceed. 
§ 6. Thirdly, that this, in short, is the intention of St. Paul 
(to reject those works only, which are done without the grace 
of the Gospel) will readily appear to any one who gives the 
subject due attention, even from those passages wliich seem 
at first sight to exclude ali works entirely. Let us tum to 
them, and first to that famous text which is thought by many 
to aflFord an invincible argument against justification by works, 
and is therefore the principal support of their reasonings. 
The Apostle had said that he should count ali other things Phii. 3. 8. 

q Which they prove from Gal. v. 17 ; Eph. iv. 30. [Vid. Act. Syn. Dord., 
part II. p. 133.] 

BULL. T 
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DI ss. for lo«t provided he might win Christ; he then adds^ ^^ And 
Pha. ^9/ be found in Him, not having mine own righteousness, which 
Ì8 of the law, but that which is throngh the faith of Christ, 
the righteonsness which is of Grod by faith/' What that 
righteonsness is which the Apostle bere rejects, and what he 
longs for, will be clear to every one who without prejudice at- 
tends to his words. As to the first^ he calls it hìs own ri^hte- 
ùuiness, produced by his own powers, for he wonld not venture 
to cali that righteonsness which the grace of Christ had 
eflPected in him his own, but rather, with gratitude^ would 
refer it to Christ, the author of it. Next, lest any should 
mistake, he calls it the righteonsness of the law, such as may 
be performed by the law with human means, and without the 
grace of the Gospel. Lastly, this righteonsness of the law 
he had explained distinctly and separately in the foregoing 
verses, and the sum is this, that he had the advantage of no 
few carnai privileges attached to the law; that he had ac- 
curately observed ali its rights; that he was entirely firee 
fpom those greater crimes to which the law had annexed 
punishment; and that he did not hesitate to say, that ac- 
cording to the judgment of the law he was entirely blameless. 
Now, in the second place, the righteonsness which the Apostle 
longs for is no less evident ; that righteousness which Godworks 
in US by the faith of Christ , and moreover approves as His own 
work. Here Estius hath well remarked "that he does not 
caU the righteousness which is in us, our righteousness, but 
that which ìs ofiis; so also the righteousness of God^ which is 
from God, not that which is in God, and by which God is 
niKouocróini Himsclf rightcous.'' Por neither in the text is it the righieotis- 
Rom! 10. a ^*' ^f ^^f (though if it were, the genitive case would signify 
the efficient cause,) but the righteousness which is of or from 
ri 4k e€ov God. But what this righteousness which is from God by 
iKaiotr "V'f^i^]^ jg^ g|. pg^^ explains in the following verse : "That I 
ver. 10. may know Him, (that is, Christ,) and the power of His re- 
surrection, and the feUowship of His sufferings, being made 
conformable unto His death.'* Here that common rule 
among theologians will hold good, that, in Scripture, worda 
denoting knowledge, generally signify also the consequences of 
such knowledge. Therefore, to know Christ, His death and 
resurrection, is to experience in one's self the influence of 



Digitized by 



Google 



The ivork ofjustification described in TUus iii. 6. 147 

Christ^s death and resurrection in such manner as that we chap. 
ourselves die to sin, and rise again to newness of life. And 



this knowledge, beyond ali doubt, is that excellency of the e. 
knowledge of Christ, which he so greatly longs for. Certainly ^^^ ^ ®' 
the Apostle cotdd not, as it seems to me, more clearly express 
bis meaning conceming each kind of righteonsness, that of 
the law, and that of the Gospel. 

§ 7. I now come to the passage which I just notieed above : 
''Not by Works of righteousness which we bave done, but ac- Tit.3.6,6. 
cording to His mercy He saved us, by the washing of rege- 
neration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost, which He shed on 
Tis abundantly,'' fica If you ask what works doth the Apostle 
bere exclude from justification and salvation, the Apostle 
clearly answers, those which toe ourselves bave done; we is 
bere emphatic, and means, by our own powers. Then to 
Works of this kind, proceeding from human powers, he opposes 
that grace of God, which, entirely through His mercy, for 
Christ^s sake, is abundantly poured out upon us, by which we 
are regenerated and renewed, and by which alone we are 
rendered capable of works truly good; and what he takes 
from the former, he gives to these latter works, affirming that 
we are saved by the one and not by the other. Por when 
St. Paul says that we are saved by the renewing of the Holy 
Ghost, he means ali those virtues and good works which flow 
from a heart renewed by the Holy Spirit: since the mere 
power, ability, or infìised habit (as some like to cali it) of any 
grace, as of faith, hope, or charity, can save no man ; but the 
acts of each virtue, or the virtues themselves. But these 
words of the Apostle fully and perfectly describe the whole 
work of the salvation and justification of mankind. For bere 
is laid down, first, the preceding cause of salvation, namely, icponyov- 
the mercy of Gt)d, which he calls the kindness and love of God. f^l*^'^ 
Secondly, the fundamental cause, through Jesus Christ, that »poico- 
is, Christ and His merits. Thirdly, the means, or condition '^*v«t«^. 
of obtaining salvation, which is expressed, first negatively, 
not by tvorks which we have done by our own powers; and 
secondly, affirmatively, by regeneration and renewing of the 
Holy Ghost, which we receive at our Baptism. Moreover> 
from this text it is very evident that the Apostle does not 
reject from the work of salvation and justification, ali inherent 

l2 
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148 Faiih the gift of God. 

DI ss. righteousness (since he expressly states that we are saved by 
— that righteousness which is effected in uà by the renewing of 



the Holy Spirit)^ bnt only that righteousness which is so in- 
herent in xis ns io he of U9, that is^ produeed by our own 
powers. Hence also, we may readily conceive what the Apo- 

ver. 7. stle means when he says that tae are justified by the grace of 
God: namely, that by the grace of the Holy Spirit alone^ 
freely granted to us by God through Christ^ we are enabled 
to peribrm those things which by the Gospel covenant lead 
to justification and eternai salvation. 

Epb. 2. ^ 8. Similar to this is the foUowing passage ; '^ Por by grace 

are ye saved throngh faith; and that not of yourselves : it is the 
gift of God : not of works, lest any man should boast. For we 
are His workmanship/^ &c. By faith here^ I understand 
obedience to the Gospel^ of which^ faith^ spedally so called^ 
is not only the beginning^ but the root also and foundation. 
Of which interpretation we bave already given sufRcient proofs^ 
so that no one might think that we bere beg the qnestion. 
But the Apostle is very careful that no one should attributo 
this obedience to himself^ and therefore adds^ ^^ and that (that 
is, that you bave believed) not of yourselves : it is the gift of 
God/^ In what senso this is true, he afterwards distinctly 
explains ; in the mean time he goes on, " Not of works, lest 
any man should boast/* Not of works which you bave per- 
formed by your strength without the grace of God ; for so, 
and not otherwise, you might seem to bave some cause for 
boasting; so that of works, has bere the same force as of 
yourselves. Lastly, he confirms and explains what he had 
said just beforcj namely, that we are saved through faith^ and 
that from the gift of God and not of works, by the foUowing 
passage : '' Por we are His workmanship, created in Christ 
Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that 
we should walk in them/' The Apostle, in these words, 
joins himself with the Ephesians, speaking in the first person, 
yet what he says refers to them in particular. The senso, 
therefore, is this ; So far are you from being saved by your 
own Works without the grace of God, that on the contrary, 
not without the most wonderfiil power and efficacy of Divine 
grace are ye created, as it were a second time by God, and 
from that rude mass in which you formerly lay buried in the 
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darkness of ignorance and sin ; and created for this purpose, e h A p. 

that you might be enabled to produce works truly good, by '— 

which you may arrive at justification and eternai salvation. 
Therefore no ground» for boasting are left to you, to you, I 
say at least, to whom hath been imparted no common grace, 
but the exceeding riches of grace. For although this argu- See ver. 7. 
ment of the Apostle applies to ali justified persons, yet there 
is something in it, as appears from the context, which par- 
ticularly refers to the Ephesians, who had formerly been 
Gentiles, and whose calling from idolatry, and the infamous 
vices of paganism, to the light of the Gospel, was a wonderful 
and extraordinary work of God. 

§ 9. To these passages may be added those in which St. Paul 
opposes the gracious caUing of God to works, where the elee- Rom. 9. 
tion of man to salvation is said to be noi of works, but ofHim 
that calleth. For bere it is clear that the Apostle only rejects 
those Works which a man might do of bis own accord, before 
and independent of aU Divine calling, and not those which he 
performs being led and excited by God graciously calling 
liim : for these are not repugnant to the Divine calling. See2Tim. 

§ 10. So also when the Apostle compares grace and works Rorà. n. 
together, and aflSrms that the one destroys the other, it is ^• 
most evident that those works only are intended by him, 
which are done without grace ; for surely the works of grace 
do not destroy grace. Neither does it signify, if you say 
that by grace, which is bere opposed to works, is not meant 
the grace of God as to its effect, but as to its cause, the free 
favour of God ; for allowing this, it stili remains true that the 
works of grace, or those which are performed by the grace of 
God working in us, cannot destroy that grace or favour of 
God by which He embraces us, but evidently confirm it. 
For that grace by which works of this kind are performed, 
flows from the free favour of Grod, and for that very reason is 
called grace; neither can that be called grace which does not 
proceed from the free favour of God. So that we bere strictly 
argue with St. Paul, If we are saved by the works of grace, 
then it is of grace, othervme grace would be no longer grace. 

§ 11. From these passages I think it appears that the 
Apostle, when he so often contends that we are justified and 
saved freely by grace, without works, and that aU cause for 
boasting is excluded in this matter, rests bis argument espe- 
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DI ss. dally on tfais ground^ namely^ that whatever good is per- 

— formed by us towards obtaining justification and eternai salva- 

tion, flows entirely from the grace of God, freely given us 
throiigh Christ^ and^ being received from Him^ should be attrì- 
buted to Him : and moreover^ that it was his intention to ex- 
clade from the work of justification and salvation^ those works 
only which proceed from the free will of man, unassisted by 
the grace of the Gospel ; which was what ve had to prove. 

§ 12. These poìnts, which are now, I think^ clearly proved, 
Paraeus eamestly opposes^ insisting that this interpretation (^ 
St. Faul^s meaning is acorrupt gloss^ and that ali works with- 
out exception^ both those which are done by faith and the 
grace of the Grospel^ as weli as those performed without it, 
are equally excluded from the work of justification by the 
Apostle. His arguments', excepting those in answer to 
Stapleton, and other Jesuits, with which we bave nothing to 
do, are briefly these. 

§ 18. Argument Ist. " The Apostle was under no necessity 
of denying justification to works which are bad, or net good, 
for that point was aUowed by him, But ali works performed 
without grace, or faith, are bad, or not good; it is absurd 
therefore to suppose that the Apostle argues against works rf 
that kind.^' This argument (with due deference to its author) 
is but an empty sophism ; for though ali aUow that no man 
can be justified by works which are bad, or not good, yet so 
far from its being allowed by those with whom St. Paul had 
to do, that works done without the grace of the Gospel were 
bad, or not good, it was the very matter in dispute between 
them. They stoutly denied it, he affirmed it, contending 
with much pains, that before, and without the grace of the 
Gospel, nothing can be performed by man which is truly 
good, or acceptable to God unto salvation. 

§ 14. Argument 2nd. " The works of Abraham and David 
were not performed without grace and faith, but even these 
Rom. 4. are excluded from salvation. It is false, then, that works 
performed without grace or faith are the only ones excluded.*' 
— I answer j There is no occasion to trouble ourselves about 
David, as the Apostle only quotes a passage from him to 
prove what he had before said conceming Abraham. With 
respect to Abraham, Parseus in his argument takes that for 

' In Rom. ili. dub. 6. p. 220, 221. 
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granted which is the matter in dispute between us^ namely, that e h a p. 

he is regarded by the Apostle as he was after his Divine cali, — ^^ — 

and the revelation made to him. For if we suppose Abraham 

to be regarded by the Apostle as he was before the grace of 

his extraordinary call^ then the whole of Parseus' argument 

clearly falls to the ground. That this latter state of the case 

is the trae one^ seems clearly to appear from the first verse 

of the above chapter^ where the state of the whole controversy 

conceming Abraham in the foUowing verses, as far at least 

as the ninth verse^ is professedly laid down in these words : 

'^ What shall we then say that Abraham^ our father as per* Rom. 4. i. 

taining to the flesh, hath found?'^ These words may be 

taken in two ways : first by placing the note of interrogation 

after say, so that. '^ What shall we then say^' is only the in- See Rom. 

troduction to the questiona what foUows is the question itself j^'c. ' 

introduced in this way : "What shall we say then? Shall we 

say that Abraham^ our father as pertaining to the fiesh hath 

found?'^ That is^ hath found ffrace, or righteousness^ which Lukci.30. 

word had just gone before ; a tacit negaticm to the question 

being understood^ by n^ means. Grotius adopts this method. 

Secondly^ the words may be read in such a way that what is 

joined to found, and is referred to the question itself^ as 

foUows : " What shall we say then that Abraham our father, 

as pertaining to the flesh hath found ?'^ that is, obtained. 

The answer to which must be understood, nothinff certainly ! 

Sut this is not of such consequence as to cause much dispute, 

since in either way the sense is the same. 

§ 15. It is of greater consequence to determine whether 
the words, according to the flesh, belong to hath found, or to 
our father. Origen, Ambrose, and some ancient Latin MSS. 
which Erasmus has followed, join them with our father: 
but in my opinion very improperly. For first, this readiug, 
as Erasmus himself allows, is contrary to most (I think he 
znight say ali) of the Greek copies. Then if you suppose a 
change of place in the words of the Greek, stili the article is 
wanting. For it should be, as Erasmus observes, ròv warépa 
TffjL&v rhv tcarà aàpKo^ "who is our father according to the 
flesh.^^ Lastly, what particularly makes against this opinion, 
if the text be so read, is that it will tum the words of the 
Apostle into a direct faUacy ; for it makes him speak thus : 
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D I s s. What then shaU we Bay that our father according to the flesh, 
— ^— — -even Abraham, hath obtained from God? Nothing truly. 
Whereas he obtained many great blessings. It is necessary 
therefore to add this limitation^ accordine to the fieèh, after 
obtained, or found, But whither will not party spirit drive 
iniocum men^ otherwise learned? For Paraeus^ having mentioued 
P" ^^' the above interpretation, adds these words, '' which I readily 
embrace in opposition to sophists^ lest they should pretend that 
justification is denied only to those works of Abraham which 
he did according to the fiesh^ that is, before his conversion 
and without faith/' But what is sophistry, if this be not ? 
The words according to the fiesh, must be referred to hath 
found, and not to our father, and the qnestion of the Apostle 
may be tumed into this negative proposition; our father 
Abraham obtained nothing of God, or found no favour tvith 
God, that is, was notjustified, according to theflesh. 

§ 16. It only remains for us to enquire what the Apostle 
means by according to theflesh. And here I think only two 
ìnterpretations can be given; either that according to the 
flesh is the same as by circumcision and oiher carnai and ester- 
nai Works, which meaning many interpreters follow; or, 
secondly, that it signifies by the powers of nature without 
grace. And then the senso of the negative proposition will 
be this : Abraham was not justified before Grod by any works 
produced by his own powers, and performed by his own free 
will, without Divine grace. I readily adopt the latter inter- 
pretation, for these reasons ; first, because it is the most usuai 
senso of the word flesh, in the New Testament, which is fre- 
SeeMat. quently opposed to Spirit, grace, and Divine revelation. Next, 
Gal. i! 16. because the question conceming circumcision seems to be 
expressly proposed by the Apostle, by a new enquiry in the 
ninth verse. . Lastly, to this negative proposition, so under- 
stood, the arguments which the Apostle in the following verses 
uses to confirm it, are admirably adapted ; and to convince 
the reader of this, we will briefly consider them. 
ver. 2. § 17. His first argument is, ''For if Abraham were justi- 

fied by works, he hath whereof to glory, but not before God." 
These words contain the reason of the preceding denial, drawn 
from the efiect which is denied ; if Abraham be justified by 
works performed without grace, he would have some cause 
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for glorying before God, as ìf he had performed that of him- e H A p. 
self, which in the judgment of God deserved a reward. But ^^^' 
it is certain that Abraham, whatever praise he may deserve 
before men, hath no cause for glorying before God ; therefore 
Abraham was not justified by Works. For the words before 
God must be understood with hath whereof to glmy in the 
major proposition ; and vice versa, hath whereof to ghry must 
be repeated with not before Grod in the minor: since the 
argument is from the denial of the consequent to that of the 
antecedent. I know that some of the ancients form the 
Apostle^s argument otherwise, as foUows : If Abraham was 
justified by works, that is, by external works, he cannot glory 
before God, since external righteousness of this kind, however 
glorious it may be in the sight of men, is yet nothing in the 
sight of God ; but Abraham had to glory before God, that is, 
was approved of by God Himself ; therefore Abraham was not 
justified by works. I wonder those excellent interpreters, 
Estius and Grotius, bave followed this exposition of the 
Fathers; for although the conclusion be according to the 
Apostle's meaning, yet the premises, as Paraeus rightly notes, 
by no means agree with the text; for in the text the first 
proposition is an affirmative : K he be justified by works he 
hath whereof to boast ; but this the Fathers change into a 
negative j and their second proposition is affirmative, although 
in the text it be negative, but not befwe God. Whoever 
should assert that the whole of the second verse belongs to 
the major proposition, would in truth make the Apostle's 
argument strangely eUiptical, consisting of only one proposi- 
tion, expressed neither in the minor nor the conclusion. Be- 
sides, St. Paul speaks evidently of the same glorying which a eh. a 27. 
little before he had expressly asserted was excluded by the law 
of faith, and which therefore he could not attribute to Abra- 
ham, whom he always contends to be justified by the law of 
faith. Toleto's distinction between the word icmryriyjiy which 
St. Paul bere uses, and Koù^ay^, which he had used above, 
namely, that the latter means boasting or glorying, properly 
so caUed, but that the former is the same as praise or appro- 
bation, is very trifling and altogether without foundation*. 
It is trae indeed, as Grotius observes, that there is a certain 

' Vid. Toletus in Rom. cap. iv. annot. iil Lugduni, 1603. 
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D I s s. kind of glorying just and lawful^ eren before 6od ; bnt ìt is 
-— ' ^ equally certain that the Apostle was accustomed, whenever be 
6. 2,3, li; spoke^ as here^ oi justification^ to reject ali kind of glorying 
31^2 Cor. ftltogetber. Besides^ does not tbis interpretation make the 
^^* 17. Apostle exactly contradict bimself ? for it suj^xMies bim to 
argue tbus : If Abraham was justified by works^ tbat is^ made 
or acoounted just in the sight of God^ (for it matters little 
which way the word SiMuovatìat be bere interpreted,) then he 
deserved praìse before meai ; but &om God he obtained neitber 
praise nor reward. la not tbis just the same as if the Apo- 
stle had said^ If Abraham was justified by works^ he was not 
justified ? To say^ that to bejust^ied, bere means to be ac- 
count ed Just by men, is contrary to the whole oontext of the 
Apostle, in which the dispute is conceming the justificaiion 
of man in the sight of Qod, as is evident beyond ali proof ; 
and besides, there will be in the words of the Apostle such 
an absurd tautology as the foUowing : If Abraham by bis 
Works was approved before men, then he was only approved 
before men, and not before God. But what can be more ab- 
surd than such reasoning ? 
^( ìipytay. § 18. Here it must be observed, by the way, that bg wmi», 
Korà Mid accordinff to the flesh, bave with the Apostle the same 
^fH>»ca. jiieaning, as Beza and Piscator allow, and the rules of reason- 
ing necessarily require. For the Apostle^s argument, as we 
bave seen, is of tbis nature ; If Abraham be justified by 
Works, he hath whererf to glory before God ; but Abraham 
hath nothing whereof be can glory before God : therefore he 
was not justified by works. The conclusion of tbis argument 
ought clearly to be the same as the proposition laid down in 
the first verse, to prove which it was drawn up, and tbis was, 
tbat Abraham was not justified accordinff to the flesh. Accord- 
inff to the fleshy is therefore the same as by works, Wfaence 
also it is proved, that w(»*ks, with St. Paul, do not mean w<»rks 
produced by grace, since these can in no senso be saìd to be 
done or be accordmff to the flesh. 

§ 19. The Apostle proceeds with bis argument, and tbis 

ver. 3. taken from the testimony of Scripture : " For what saith the 

Scripture ? Abraham believed God, and it was counted unto 

bim for righteousness/^ Tbis passage is brought forward to 

prove either the proposition alleged in the first verse, that 
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Abraham was not justìfied by works arising from bis own chap. 
powers, or the assumption of tbe preceding argument^ that ^^^ ^ ' 
Abraham had nothing whereof he could glory, in the matter 
of justification^ before Gk>d : and certainly it is excellentlj 
suited to eitber statement. 

§ 20. It may be referred to prove the propositiou adranced 
in the first verse thus : If Abraham bad done good works of 
himself, and before bis Divine calling, bj wbich be obtained 
justìfication^ tbe Scripture would eertainly bave made mention 
of tbem^ and would bave attributed bis justification to tbem. 
Yet tbis tbe Scrìptore batb not done, but, on tbe oontrary, it 
sbews tbat rigbteoasness was imputed unto bim only by, and 
after, bis faitb in the Divine promises, wbich were at the first 
made to bim entirely tbrougb grace. From whicb faitb, 
moreover, proceeded whatever excellent works Abraham ever 
performed. Tberefore he didnotobtain rigbteousness accora- 
mg to thefiesh, tbat is, from any works performed before, and 
witbout faitb. Or thus; The testimony of rigbteousness given 
to Abrabam in tbe Scriptures is expressly attributed to bis 
faitb, and bis obedience arising from it ; tberefore Abrabam 
obtained no praise or reward for rigbteousness according to 
the fiesh, tbat is, for works done before, and witbout fiaith. 
For bere it must be carefully observed tbat tbe Apostle op- 
IK)ses tbe faitb of Abrabam, not to ali bis works, induding 
tbose wbicb arose fìrom faitb, (for tbese are reckoned in bis 
fiùtb, as tbe fruit in tbe seed :) but to tbose works only wbich 
be performed according to tbe flesb, by bis own strengtb, be- 
fore grace was given bim. ^er. i. 

§ 21. But tbis passage of Scripture may be also referred to 
to prove tbe assumption made in the second verse, namely, that 
Abrabam had notbing of whicb he could glory, in the matter 
of justification, before God ; and indeed to tbis it seems most 
properly to be referred, not only by tbe particle /or, wbicb 
makes tbis verse contain tbe reason of tbe former, but also 
firom what foUows in tbe fourtb and fifbb verses, wbere tbe 
Apostle concludes from the above quotation, that the reward 
imputed to Abrabam was not of debt, as is due to tbose who 
work, but of mere grace ; and consequently tbat Abraham 
had nothing of whicb he could glory, in the matter of justifi- 
cation, before God. 
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DI ss. § 22. But how^ you wìll say^ does the Apostle ^ther this 

\L — from these words of Scripture ? I answer : Some think that 

\o7(C«raai.the force of the argument lies in the word cXo^urA;, was im- 
\oyl(tir0ai ptUed : as if^ with the Àpostle, to impute, was the same as io 
*^^^^^"^' impuie acccrding to grace, and sìgnified a gracious acceptance^ 
and never^ or only improperly^ a retributìon of righteousness. 
Whence Erasmus interpreta to impute, by acknowkdgea cu;- 
ceptedy adding^ that ^' acceptum ferve is to account for accepted 
that which you have not yet received ; which, if I mistake 
not, is termed by lawyers acceptilatio/^ And many very 
leamed interpreters foUow this opinion of Erasmus^ forming 
the Apostle^s argument thus : If reward was bestowed on 
Abraham as a debt^ the Scripture would not say that Grod 
imputed righteousness to him^ since imputation denotes a firee 
gift. But the Scripture says^ God imputed righteousness to 
Abraham ; therefore the reward was not of debt. But this 
interpretation does not please me^ since it appears from 
!Krn Scripture^ that both the Hebrew and Greek word here trans- 
lated tó impute, is used also to signify the imputing any 
thing as a sin^ or as the punishment of sin^ as in the second 
2 Sam. 19. book of Samuel^ which imputation no one will deny but to 
have been justly made : besides^ this very word frequently 
See Deut denotes in Scripture a trae and just esteem or judgment of 
▼er *4^ any thing. Besides^ St. Paul^ in this chapter, uses this word 
as a reward of debt : for there it is sufficiently manifest that 
to impute must he repeated with the word^ of debt. I think, 
therefore, that the conclusion of the Apostle, by which he in- 
fers, from the passage quoted, that the justification of Abra^ 
ham was entirely gratuitous, does not depend upon the mere 
signification of the word impute, but partly upon the nature 
of the thing said to be imputed unto Abraham for righteous- 
ness, partly upon the former state and quaUty of the person 
to whom it was imputed. 

§ 23. The thing said to be imputed unto Abraham for 
righteousness, was faith, and obedience arising from thence. 
But the obedience of faith, as we have often said, by its very 
notion altogether excludes ali merit. For it supposes the 
gracious revelation of God to be made first to one who be- 
lieves in Him, and with such promìses, as by their own ex- 
cellency must strongly excite a believer to perform that obe- 
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dience, on the condition of which obedience the promised chap. 
blessings must be acquired^ which not only equal^ but very — 5H: — 
far surpass ali the labour that can possibly be undertaken 
through faith in them. This evidently was the case in the 
example of Abraham : he indeed believed in God, but God 
had first revealed Himself to him in a gracious and most 
extraordinary manner. He obeyed the Divine command^ Act8 7.2,a 
calling him to a long, troublesome, and dangerous joumey ; 
yet God Himself added wings to his joumey, by promising 
blessings so great that the expectation of them fìUed a feeble 
old man with youthful vigour, and animated him to bear 
cheerfìilly every trouble. Whatever therefore Abraham did 
deserving of praise, must be entirely attributed to the gra- 
cious revelation and most liberal promises made to him by 
God, out of His own mere mercy ; therefore to Abraham 
there was no cause for boasting, and no merit. The Apostle 
seems to have had this in view in the fifth verse, where, when 
that which in the fourth verse was denied of him that works, 
namely, that reward was reckoned to him of grace, might 
have been repeated in the foUowing antithesis, and affirmed 
of the beUever in this manner : ^' But to him that believeth, 
the reward is reckoned of grace/^ St. Paul does otherwise, 
and says, " To him that believeth, his faith is counted for 
righteousness ;" as if he had said, On this very account, be- 
cause his faith is reckoned to him for righteousness, his jus- 
tification is entirely gratuitous, since faith by itself means 
grace, and excludes merit. 

§ 24. But here, by the way, we must attend somewhat to 
the words of the Apostle, "To him that worketh is the reward ver. 4. 
not reckoned of grace, but of debt.'* To understand this 
passage properly, we must enquire into two things ; first, what 
the expression, who worketh, signifies : secondly, what the ipyaio- 
Apostle means when he says that to him that worketh a ^ ''^*' 
rewaxd is reckoned of debt. As to the first, he that worketh, xar' ò<pfl^ 
signifies him who works of himself and by his own strength, ^^^ 
unassisted by Divine grace. Por this, I think, is the proper 
description of him that worketh : since whoever works by the 
grace of God, he does not so much work, as the grace of God 
in him ; and this explanation is confirmed by the context. i Ck)r. 15. 
For besides that the Apostle in the beginning of the chapter, 2. 20. * ' 
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168 Thephraseèj ^that toorketh/ and ^of deht^ explained. 

DISS. as we have seen^ designedly begins the argnment conceming 
' — those Works of Abraham which he performed according to the 



flesh; this also should be carefiilly observed^ that he that 
toorkeih is bere directly opposed to htm that believeth, that is^ 
to him that worketh from faith in the Divine promises^ and 
80 bis Works are to be referred to Divine grace^ which by its 
great and most liberal promises excited him to action ; the 
mighty e£Scacy of the Spirit being taken into the account^ 
which is only received after^ and through faith. Now in the 
second place^ as to the words of debi, we cannot in any reason 
take them in their strict and exact meaning ; for the reward 
of eternai life cannot be considered as due to any man^ how- 
ever perfectly he may work, and that even firom the mere 
strength of nature. It could not even have been attributed 
to the first man^ if he had continued in bis innocence^ and 
had never violated^ by any sin^ the Divine covenant. In one 
word^ it is impossible for any creature to act in so upright 
and excellent a manner as to deserve of right the reward of 
eternai lìfe^ especially when we reflect that the blessing of 
eternai life is most perfect^ immense^ and infinite^ and there- 
fore infinitely surpajssing ali the works of ali creatures. And 
such is the force of the Apostle^s questiona to which no man 

Rom. 11. can return an answer: "Who hath first given to Him, and it 
shall be recompensed unto him again?'* Most certainly 
then these words of the Apostle, '^to him that worketh is 
the reward not reckoned of grace, but of debt/' cannot be 
literally understood, but comparatively, as meaning that the 
reward is not bestowed so much out of the mere grace and 
favour of Grod to him who worketh in the above-mentioned 
manner, as it woxdd if given to him who believes, that is, 
who Works through faith. This, therefore, is the Apostle's 
meaning : If to him who works, that is, obeys Grod by bis 

ver. 4. naturai strength without the grace of God, and lives righte- 
ously, the reward of eternai life be given, it would seem as if 
he had it as a debt, and he mìght have some pretence for 
glorying ; but if it is reckoned to him who does not work, 
but beheveth, that is, to him who does nothing of himself, 
but through faith, and after placing bis trust in God, who 
hath graciously revealed Himself, then the Divine grace ap- 

Rom. 3. pears in ali its lustre, and gìmyvng is exchided; ali human 

27. 
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merit is totally rejected. Here also appears the grace for e HA P. 
grace, the doubled grace of God ; first He causes this obedi- - 



enee of faith in a man hy His own grace^ prior to any human 
merits ; then He regards this very obedience which Himself 
hath caused in man^ as his righteousness^ and most bonnti- 
fiilly rewards it, as ìf the man had really performed it of 
himself. 

§ 25. In this his argument^ the Apostle considers the prior 
state and condition of the person, Abraham^ to whom this 
faith was reckoned for righteousness. He was an ungodly hr^fi^s 
man, and guilty of great sins, and therefore St. Paul de- 
signedly says that Abraham believed on Htm that justified the Rom. 4. 5. 
ungodly, thereby teaching, that Abraham^ so far from deserv- 
ing weU of God by any good works before his cali, was, on 
the contrary, guilty of very great sins. The mercy of God 
was therefore wonderfuUy displayed, both in revealing Him- 
self in so unusual a manner to so great a sinner, and in 
calling him to His worship, as also in blessing him upon his 
belief in the revelation, and obedience to the cali, with not 
only a pardon of those sins, but with the greatest rewards 
besides. But it will be asked, What was this impiety of 
Abraham^s before his cali? I answer, It was idolatry, the 
greatest of ali impieties, as the Scripture testifies. They are Josh. 24. 
not to be heard, who endeavour to force a diflferent sense on 
this passage, and by some subtilties or other endeavour to 
vìndicate Abraham fìrom this wickedness. The words of 
the passage are sufficiently clear : God speaks of many, the 
fathers ofthe Hebrews served other gods, but He names those 
He meant ; " Terah the father of Abraham, and the father of 
Nachor ;'* so that these three, the father with the two chil- 
dren, are reckoned together. And after He had said they 
served other gods. He adds, '*And I took your father Abra- ver. a 
ham,'' evidently shewing, that among His mercies to the 
Israelites this too must be remembered, that when their 
ancestors, namely, the grandfathers of Israel on both sides, 
Abraham and Nachor living with their father in Chaldaea, 
worshipped other gods, God, out of mere mercy, chose Abra- 
ham without any merit on his part, and gave him the inhe- 
ritance, and an heir. So that this passage throws a clear 
light on the Apostle^s argument. 
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DI ss. § 26. St. Paul also seems in these words to bave tacitty 



- opposed a very strong argument against the arrogance of the 

Gal. 2. 16. Jews, who wcrc very averse to idolaters^ and sitmers of the 
GentUes, although converted to the true God by faìth in 
Christ^ by repentance^ and newness of life; and would not 
admit them to the grace of justification unless proved by a 
long trial of the yoke^ or at least purified by cìrcumcision 
and sacrifices. For in these words the Apostle shews that 
Abraham their father^ and themselves in him^ were called 
from idolatry and the worship of other gods exactly in the 
same manner ; and immediately upon his belief in the Divine 
promiseSy and his obedience to the Divine call^ (although he 
had not yet received cìrcumcision^ as is afterwards shewn^) he 
was acceptable unto God. Who does not here admire the 
divinely inspired genius of the Apostle? Meanwhìle this 
applies to ali who are justified^ since there is no man who is 
not guilty of great sins before he has received grace^ and 
who consequently stands in need of pardon and remission ; 
which the Apostle excellently proves from the words of 

ver. 6—8. David, and then retums to the controversy conceming cir- 

ver. 9. cumcision. 

§ 27. We have dwelt upon this example of Abraham longer 
perhaps than the proposed objection required, but not with- 
out reason or unadvisedly. For since Abraham is here con- 
sidered by St. Paul as the father of the faithful, and the great 
example of ali who are justified, a right understanding of what 

ver. 11, 12. the Apostle advanced, conceming his justification, could not 
fail to throw great light upon this dispute conceming justi- 
fication in general. And in additìon to this, the agreement 
of St. Paul with St. James is clearly seen from this, namely, 
that from the same. example of Abraham, the former con- 
cludes a man to be justified without works, the latter by 
Works ; for St. Paul speaks of Abraham accordinff to the 
fleshj such as he was before the cali ; St. James, when blessed 
by grace and the Divine cali. The former denies justification 
to his Works done before faìth, while the latter attributes it 
to Works proceeding from faith. Here then is no contradic- 
tion between the Apostles, which Augustine^ has explaìned 
at large. I shall conclude this discourse conceming Abra- 

* Tom. 4. lib. 83. Qusstiomun, qusest. 76. [voi. vi. p. 67.] 
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ham with the remarkable testimony of St. Clemente of Rome, e h a P. 
the contemporary and fellow-labourer of St. Paul, and there- ^"* 



fore oiie who was well skilled in the meaning of the Apostle, 
who in bis genuine Epistle to the Corinthians, applying to 
ali who are justified what the Apostle here says of Abraham, 
thus writes : "And we therefore being called by His will in 
Christ Jesus, are justified, not by ourselves, neither through 
our own wisdom, or knowledge, or piety, or our own works 
which we bave done in the holiness of our hearts, but by 
faith, by which Almighty God hath justified ali mankind 
from the beginning of the world/^ When therefore St. Paul 
contends that Abraham and his sons are justified by faith 
alone without works, he only excludes those works, if we may 
trust to the interpretation of St. Clement, which proceed 
from man's own wisdom, knowledge, piety, and holiness, 
that is, from man's free will, destitute of the grace of Christ. 
And that the works proceeding from faith and grace are not 
excluded from justìfication by the Gospel of Christ, the same 
Apostolic man teaches us in more places thau one. For a 
little before, speaking of Abraham, he says^, "On what 
account was our father Abraham blessed? was it not be- 
cause through faith he wrought righteousness and truth ? " 
And elsewhere also he expressly shews that remission of sins, 
that is, justification, can be obtained only by obeying through 
love the commandments of Gody. " Blessed are we, beloved, 
if we perform the commands of God in unity of love, that our 
sins may be pardoned us through love; for it is written, 
'Blessed is he whose unrighteousness is forgiven, and whose P9.32. 1,8. 
sin is covered. Blessed is the man unto whom the Lord im- 
puteth no sin, and in whose spirit there is no guile.^^^ 
"Where it must be carefiilly observed that St. Clement con- 
cludes that true love and its works are necessary for remis- 
sion of sins, that is, for justification, from the very same 
words of David which the blessed Paul quotes to prove justi- 
fication by faith alone. And he does not reason here un- 
advisedly; since the words of David clearly shew that the 
blessing of remission of sins is granted only to those who are 



« e. 33. p. 166. r p. 65. [e. 50. p. 176.] 
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162 Good Works can, and do precede justification. 

D 1 8 8. free from ali guìle^ that is^ to those who are actnated by un- 
— ' — feigned love to Oroà and tlieir neighbonr. 

§ 28. Argument 8rd ; The last argument of Paraeus now 
remains^ by which he endeavours to prove that works truly 
good^ and proceeding firom faith^ are excluded from jnstifica- 
tion. " If/' he says, " no good works are done but by the 
justified (for they follow the justified, and do not precede 
those who are to be justified^ says Augustine)^ it ìs false 
therefore that they justify before God, for then they wonld 
justify those who are abeady justified/' I answer, We 
bave already spoken of that expression of Augustine's as 
rcap.iii. much as we thought necessary ; with respect to the supposi- 
Di98.]"^"* ^^^ ^^ ^^^^ aigument, that no work truly good can precede 
justification^ it is most false and dangerous. For thìs being 
allowed, it will follow, first, that Qod justifies men who are 
yet impious, and remaining in their sins, haters of ali hoU- 
ness, which nearly approaches to blasphemy, and is directly 
See Ezod. contradictory to many passages of Scripture ; and secondly, 
MCings 8. ^^ would follow, that man could not be justified even by fiedth, 
?7*i^^' for faith is a good work. If therefore no work truly good 
p&d. 4,5; precedes justification, faith does not precede it, and conse- 
i8a.48.22| quently we cannot be said to be justified by faith, for then it 
57.21. '^^ould justify the justified. Neither will that ingenious 
sophism avail Faraeus, namely, that faith justifies not in that 
it is a good work, but as the instrument of apprehending 
Christ. For bere the question is not whether faith, so far as 
it is a good work, justifies; but whether faith be a good 
work, and whether it precede justification ? both which ali 
in their senses aUow. But if faith be a good work, and pre- 
cedes justification, it will follow that it is Mse to say that no 
good work can precede justification. The third consequence 
of the above argument is, that works of repentance are not 
good works, since they precede justification, or the rendssion 
[Vid. sup. of sins, as the Scriptures clearly prove, and aU the better Pro- 
§ 6* vi] testants readily acknowledge. The truth is, no work really 
good can precede the grace of God, since without that grace 
it cannot be performed. But good works may precede justi- 
fication, and actually do precede it ; for grace is given before 
justification, that we may perform those things by which we 
arrive at justification. 
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§ 29. There is in this argument of Farseus another suppo- e H a P. 

sition equally false with the former, namely, that those who '- — 

are already justified can be no more justified, sìnee it is cer- 
tain, as we havebefore shewn% that justification is a continued 
act^ and never perfected or finished before death ; although 
therefore, by the fewer and less works of repentance, we 
arrive at the first grace of justification^ yet if time for living 
well is stili granted, the subsequent works of grace are alto- 
gether necessary to preserve the received justification, and to 
continue it to the end ; for the grace of God in Christ, ob- 
tained by faith and repentance, if not preserved by a con- 
tinuai course of good works, is lost. Innumerable are the 
passages of Scripture which directly teach this truth : among 
others, see Matt. xviii. 32 — 35 ; John xv. 3 — 10 ; Bom. xi. 
19—22; Gal. iii. 3, 4; Heb. iii. 14; x. 23, 24, 26, 35, 36; 
2 John viii. 



CHAP. XIII. 

ANOTHEB CONSECIUBNCB I>BAWN FBOM THE AP0STLB*8 ABOUMBNT CON- 
CEBNINO THE ^EAKNBSS OF THE LAW, VAMEXT, THAT SO FAB FBOM 
TAKINO FBOM JUSTIFICATION THE NECE8SITT OF GOOD WOBKS, ST. PACl's 
OBJECT IS TO PBOTE THAT THE TBIJE BIGHTEOUSNES8 OF WOBKS 18 
ABSOLUTELT NECE8SABT FOB JUSTIFICATION, AKD THAT THE G08PEL 18 
THE ONIiT EFFICAGIOUS MBAN8 BT WHICH ANT ONE CAN BE BBOUGHT 
TO PBACTI8E 8UCH BIGHTEOU8NES8. — 80MB PASSAGES TO THIS EFFECT 
8HEWN. — THE PBINCIPAL DIFFEBENCE BETWEEN THE IJV.W AND THE 
GOSPBL POINTED OUT. 

§ 1. It now remains for us to explain that which before we 
only slightly hinted at, namely, what a considerable accession 
of strength is given by this argument of the Apostle's to 
St. James's doctrine of justification by works. The matter 
is so clear as not to require a long or troublesome proof. 

§ 2. St. Paul, so far from taking away the necessity of 
good works for obtaining justification, endeavours, on the 
contrary, to prove these two things; first, That the true 
righteousness of works is absolutely necessary for justifica- 
tion. For since the Apostle uses this argument, especially 
against justification by the law, that by itself it is un- 

z Diss. ìi 1. § 5. 

m2 
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Diss. eqiial to bring men to the practice of true rìgliteousness^ 

— he clearly tàkes it for granted that without such rìghteous- 

ness no man can obtain justification ; for without this suppo- 
sition his argument is clearly invalida as will appear upon* 
the slightest attention. Seeondly, That the Gospel is the 
only efficacious means by which a man can arrive at that 
righteousness ; for what the Apostle refuses to the law, he 
ascribes to the GospeL The law of Moses was weak^ and 
could not justify a man, because it lefb him destitute of those 
aids by which he might obtain that piety without which no 
one can be acceptable unto salvation in the sight of an all- 
holy God. On the contrary, the law of Christ is most 
powerful, and abundantly sufficient to lead miserable sinners 
unto justification, inasmuch as it plentifally supplies whatever 
may be necessary to eflCect such piety in them, both by reveal- 
ing most clearly the light of eternai life, and so by giving 
the most evident proofs for faith in it ; and particularly by 
bestowing the grace of the Holy Spirit, not only as much as is 
actually necessary, but in a plentifiil and abundant manner. 

§ 8. This then is the evident aim of that argument, as we 
bave proved by many testimonies, to which the following may 

Rom. 8. 1. be added. When the Apostle had said that "there is'no con- 
demnation to them which are in Christ Jesus,*' that is, that 
those who believe in the Gospel are fiilly and perfectly justi- 

ver. 2. fied, he adds this reason, " The law of the Spirit of life in 
Christ Jesus hath made me £ree from the law of sin and 
death/* that is. The life-giving Spirit of Christ, which accom- 
panies the Gospel, hath freed me, first from the habit of sin- 
ning and then from everlasting death, the necessary conse- 
quence of such a habit; manifestly shewing that by the Gt)spel 
alone we are freed from the guilt of sin, that is, justified, be- 
cause from it alone flows that most powerful grace, by which 
we are freed from the dominion of sin, and are led to a pious 
and holy life. What Faraeus says on this point are merely 
clouds raised to darken the light of truth. He makes the law 
of sin to mean the law of Moses. But that the law of God 
should be called by the Apostle the law of sin, is rather a 
harsh expression. Besides, is not this interpretation directly 
contradictory to the words of the Apostle in the preceding 

Rom. 7. chapter ? For there the law of sin is plainly opposed to the 

22. 23} 25. ^ * *^ 
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law of God, and is explained as meaning that ruling power of e ha p. 
sin which resides in the flesh and its members, and is re- 



pugnant to the law of God. This also appears stili more 
strongly firom the third and fourth verses of this chapter, 
where the Apostle shews that Christ had done that which it 
was impo89Ìble for [the law to do ; namely, that He had de- 
stroyed sin in the flesh^ " that the righteousness of the law 
might be fulfiUed in us, who walk not after the flesh, but 
after the Spirit/' Hear Parseus again, explaining these words 
thus : " Christ satisfied the curse of the law by the enrsed 
death of the cross : that satisfaction is imputed to us no 
otherwise than if it had been fulfilled in us/' What can be 
more rash than this interpretation ? For, first, Paraeus ex- 
plains the righteousness of the law by its curse, which ought ^iKadw^M. 
to be understood of the righteousness prescribed in the law, 
as the very subject requires, and as is evident from the 
twenty-sixth verse of the second chapter of this Epistle. Then 
he interprets this passage as of some righteousness which is 
external to us, and is only imputed to us, although the Apo- 
stle expressly says that the righteousness of the law is ful- 
filled "in us/' Lastly, he refuses to hear the explanation 
which the Apostle gives of the manner in which this righte- 
ousness of the law is fulfilled in us, namely, that we " walk 
not after the flesh, but after the Spirit/' 

§ 4. Agreeably to these passages have some of the ancients 
interpreted the last verse in the third chapter of this same 
Epistle, where the Apostle proposes and answers an objection 
against his doctrine of justification, in these words : " Do we Rom. 3.31. 
then make void the law through faith ? Gt)d forbid ! yea, we 
establish the law/' For, as Chrysostom and Augustine ob- 
serve, faith is said to establish the law because it obtains 
grace by which the law is fulfilled : since the strength and 
fulfilment and consummation of the law especiaUy consist in 
the observance of its precepts ; and truly the law, deprived 
of the grace of the Gospel, cannot retain either its station or 
its honour, but Kes as it were trodden under foot and de- 
spised by men enslaved by the lusts of the flesh ; whereas, 
this grace being added, it recovers again its seat and throne, 
and obtains its authority and principal design, that of bring- 
ing mankind to its obedience. 
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DI ss. § 5. It would not be difficult to produce many other 

' — passages to confinn these^ but in a matter already so fully 

explained^ it would be superfluous. I will conclude with this 
observation ; that hence appears the great difference between 
the law, separately and abstractedly considered, and the 
Grospel, which is this, that the Gospel bestows the grace 
necessary to perform the righteousness, which the law only 
See Heb. points out. In this the excellence of the Gospel above the 
' ' law is principally placed by the Apostle. Hence those great 
praises which he gives to the Gospel^ namely^ that it is the 
miniatry of the Spirit, the law of the Spirit of life, the power 
of Godj the power of God unto salvation. Would that these 
things had been seriously considered by most of the Reformed 
divines, who have written so much conceming the difference 
between the law and the Gospel, and "who/^ as Grotius* 
sharply remarks, "triumph in this controversy conceming 
justification, as if they had brought a light &om heaven un- 
known to ali fonner ages V 



CHAP. XIV. 

SOME PA8SAOE8 POIKTED OUT IN WHICH THE APOSTLE 0PP0SE8 THE BITUAL 
LAW ESPECIAIXT. — HE SO SEJECT8 THE EXTERNAL AND SITUAI. OBSEBY- 
ANCB or THE LAW FBOM JUSTIFICATION, THAT IN ITS PLACE HE 8UBSTI- 

TUTES THE INTERNAL AND SPIRITUAL RIGHTE0U8NESS OF THE GOSPEL. 

HENCE AN INYINCIBLE ARGUMENT AGAINST THE SOLIFIDIANS. 

§ 1. We have now fdlly considered the Apostle^s argument 
with reference to the whole of the Mosaic law, not excepting 
even that part which contains moral precepts. The next 
point to be observed, conceming the ceremonial laws and in- 
stitutions of the Mosaic covenant, we shall accomplish in a 
few words. 

§ 2. The famous controversy conceming circumcision 
and the Mosaic rites, which was too much agitated even in 
the Apostle^s days, is professedly proposed in the fourth 
chapter of the Epistle to the Bomans, where, after St. Paul 

a Vot prò pac. ad Art. 4. p. 21. [voi. iii. p. 656,] 
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had proved from the words of David that the blessedness of chap. 

. . . . . . XIV 

man consisted in the remission of sins^ he brings forward the 
subject in dispute in the following words : ^' Cometh this Rom. 4. 9. 
blessedness then upon the circumeision only, or upon the 
unciretuncision also?^' That is. Are circumeision and the 
other Mosaic rites entirely necessary for justification, or 
may it be obtained without them ? Then in the following 
verses he dearly shews that those rites are by no means 
necessary. Nearly the whole Epistle to the Galatians aims 
at this same point^ wherein the conclusion which the Apostle 
undertakes to prove is accurately laid down in these words : 
'^ In Christ Jesus neither circumeision availeth any thing^ nor Gai. 5. 6. 
uncircumcision ; but faith which worketh by love/' And 
again, with a little change, " For in Christ Jesus neither cir- Gai. e. i6. 
cumcision availeth any thing^ nor uncircumcision^ but a new 
creature/' 

§ 3. There is no occasion for us to explain the arguments 
by which the Apostle proves this position^ since conceming 
the Works of the ritual lawj whether and how far they are 
excluded from justification, there is now no dispute among 
Christians. 

§ 4. I think it necessary to observe this one point 
only, as having particular reference to our présent subject ; 
namely, that the Apostle so excludes the ritual and extemal 
Works of the law from justification, as to oppose to them the 
internai purity of the soul, and those works which flow from 
a heart purified by faith, and inspired by true charity; so 
that what he takes from the former, he grants to these ; the 
former are by no means necessary to justification and salva- 
tion, the latter indispensably so ; he makes the former of no 
avail, the latter of the greatest importance. This is evident 
from passages very frequently quoted, viz. Gal. v. 6; vi. 15 5 
and 1 Cor. vii. 19. To which you may add the following re- 
markable passages, deserving of serious attention : Col. ii. 
11—13 ; Rom. ii. 28, 29; Phil. iii. 2, 8. Hence we deduce 
the following invincible argument against the Solifidians : 

In whatever sense St. Paul rejects ritual and extemal 
works as not necessary, in that sense he admits spiritual and 
internai works as necessary. 

But he rejects ritual works as not necessary to justification ; 
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D I s 8. Therefore he admits spiritual works as necessary to justifi- 

'- — cation. 

§ 5. And undoubtedly, with no other design did God exact 
with sueh severe panishments this extemal righteousness 
prescribed in the law^ but to shew that the spiritual 
righteousness more clearly revealed in the Gospel, and 
shadowed out under the legai righteousness, was equally and 
even stili more necessary. Circumdsion of the heart^ is no 
less necessary to us than circumcision of the flesh to the 
Jews. Without this, God cut them oflp from the extemal 
communion of His people; without the former. He will 
exclude us from the hope of salvation and the kingdom of 
heaven. To them there was no access unto the tempie of 
God and His sacrifices, unless they were cleansed &om ali 
impurity of the body ; and to us, unless purified from ali de- 
filement of the flesh and spirit, and perfecting holiness in the 
fear of God, there will be no admittance unto the heavenly 

àx^^po- tempie, not made tuith handa. ìf firom them God required 

Toirrroy, ^j^^ blood and fat of cattle, much more does He require of 
US that we should oflfer up ourselves unto Him a Uving, 
holy, and acceptable sacrifice, which is our reasonable service; 
yea, and if it were necessary, that we should voluntarily lay 
down our lives in hearing witness to His truth. Those there- 
fore who bave not yet leamed from the precepts of the 
Gospel the necessity of good works for justifìcation, must 
go to Moses, and even by his comparatively obscure teaching 
be convinced of their miserable error. 

•* Hence Justin teaches that circum- he adds, " We therefore in the uncir- 

cision of the heart, joined with faith in cumcision of our flesh, believing in 

Christ, is the condìtion necessarily re- God through Christ, and having the 

quired for man's justifìcation under the circumcision which profìteth us who 

new law. For in hia dialogue with have obtained it, namely, that of the 

Trypho, after having proved from Gen. heart, trust that we may appear rìghte- 

XV. 6, that righteousness was reckoned ousandwell-pleasingbeforeGod."Edit. 

unto Abraham when yet uncircumciaed, Paris, 1631. p. 320. [e. 92. p. 181] 



Digitized by 



Google 



Rabbinical errors attacked by 8L Favi. 169 



CHAP. 
XV. 



CHAP. XV. 

CSBTAIN JEWISH OPINIONS CONCEBNING THB MANNEB OF OBTAININO JUS- 
TIFICATION AHD 8ALVATION ATTACKED BT ST. FAUL, ABE N OTED. — ^THEIB 
FIRST EBBOB CONSISTED IN ATTBIBUTING EITHEB TOO MUCH 8TBENGTH 
Ain> LIBEBTT TO THE HUMAN WILI., OB AT LEA8T IN AN IGNOBANCE OF 
THE NECE8SITT OF THE DIVINE GBACE. — THI8 SHEWN FBOM THE BABBIN8 

AND JOSEPHU8 HIMSEXF. A BEHABKABIìB PASSAGE OF 8T. JAMES, CHAF. 

i. YEB. 13. AND 14. ILLU8TBATED. 

§ 1. What Works the Apostle St. Paul opposes, and wliat 
arguments he uses in his dìscussìon of the Mosaic law^ con- 
sidered dìstinct jfrom the Gospel, are now I hope sufficiently 
manifest to every one. Yet to what has been ah-eady said 
stili stronger light will be given, (towards the development of 
our own faith^) by considering, in the last place, the corrupt 
opinions of the Jews. Undoubtedly it is of much importance 
to the right understanding of any dispute, that the concealed 
opinions of our adversaries upon the point in question, and 
their collateral suppositions, if I may so express myself, 
should be well known. For to these it is extremely pro- 
bable that a wary disputante during his argument, will some- 
times refer, and at the same time tacitly attack. This, however, 
is not here a matter of conjecture, neither will we attributo 
any opinion to the Jews which we do not think can be proved 
that they held from their own approved writers. 

§ 2. The first and capital error of the Jewish synagogue, 
the source of ali the rest, was this ; that they attributed an 
excessive kind of freedom and liberty to the human will, or, 
at least, were ignorant of the necessity of Divine grace. They, 
in fact, thought that the powers of nature, with the assistance 
of the law as a kind of monitor, would enable them to obtain 
righteousness, and therefore eternai lìfe. 

§ 8. The following is a famous and very ancient opinion 
of the wise men, mentioned in the Talmud itself, and now 
almost passed into a proverb among the Jews. "Ali things 
are in the band of God except the fear of God*^/' The 
meaning of which sentence. Babbi Saadia Gaon (so called by 

<^ In lib. Sepher Emunah. D^DC^'H HKTD fin D^DE^H ^1U ^3 ^ 
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D 1 8 a wajr of eminence) says to be this ; that a liberty of that nature 

is situateci in the human mind and will, as to be in a certain 

manner independent of Grod Himself^ and he does not hesitate 
to assert that this was the common opinion of the Babbins. 

§ 4. Maimonides quotes the same saying^ and gives it his 
approvai^ in the eight chapters prefixed to his commentary 
on Pirke Aboth^, where he says, " With regard to that saying 
held by the wise men, 'Ali things are in the band of God' 
&c., it is surely true;'* and shortly after he explains it as 

p.237,23a follows : "The precepts and prohibitions of the law are con- 
ceming actions, which man hath choiee either to do or to let 
them alone ; and in this part of the soul is the fear of 6od, 
nor is it in His band, but left to the free will of man/' 

§ 5. Moreover, there are many things which Maimonides 
in this chapter boldly asserts conceming firee will, as if in 

p. 234. disparagement of Divine grace. " Know/' he says, " that it 
is a thing on which both our law and the philosophy of the 
Gredans agree, and which is confirmed by substantial proofe, 
that a man's actions are ali put in his own power, without the 
slightest compulsion towards them, neither is there any ex- 
temal influence to incline him to virtue or vice, save only the 
disposition of temperajnent, by which a thing may be easier 
or more difficult to him/' See how well, on Maimonides' own 
confession, the tenets of the Hebrew doctors, on this question 
of free will, agree with Grecian philosophy. These profoundly 
wise men had no greater knowledge of the necessity of grace 
than the very Gentiles and heathens ; rather, surely, had they 
less. For Maimonides asserts that there was no esternai 
influence to incline a man to virtue saving the disposition of 
temperament, by which virtue might be easier to him; he 
says not a word conceming grace or Divine assistance, the 
necessity of which, however, Plato, Pythagoras, and several 
ancient philosophers, constantly acknowledged. Plato in the 

[voi. iv. Meno : " K then we bave, during the whole of this enquiry, 

ed.Bipont. j ^ , . .. ./ , . , i . 

p.389.] conducted our mvestigations and arguments nghtly, virtue 
is obtained neither by nature nor teaching, but by Divine dis- 
cap. 28. de peusatiou." Jamblichus : " It is ridiculous for men to seek 
n^ gora. £^^ ^j^^^ .^ right (tò eS) from any other source than from the 
Ep. 14. gods," &c. Seneca : " The power of heaven influences a soul 

^ Ch. viii. de indole humana. Pocock's Version, p. 286. 
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that is moderate^ excellent^ &c. So great a thìng could not e H A P. 
exist without the aid of the Deity/' And again : " No mind '- — 



is good without GodJ 

§ 6. But I return to Maimonides^ whose opinion concem- 
ing the disposition of temperament is stili more evident jfrom 
bis own words in the beginning of the same chapter : " It is 
impossible," he says, " for man to be from his birth endued 
with virtue ; just as it is impossible for him to be bom skilled 
in the nature of any practical art : but this is possible^ that 
he should be bom fitted for some one particular virtue or vice, 
so that the actions which are eoneerned with these are easier 
to him than those which have to do with others/^ &c. So 
that, according to this great doctor, man is fitted by nature 
in the same way for saving virtue as for practical art ; he has 
neither actually from his birth, both however are to be ac- 
quired by discipline and use, which will be easier when there 
is a good naturai disposition and temperament. And here 
he says, indeed, that the fitness {evKpaala) of disposition con- 
tributes towards a more easy acquisition of virtue ; not deny- 
ing the possibility of one who labours under the very worst 
disposition, becoming, by long use and custom, wise and 
virtuous. But elsewhere forgetting himself, (as frequently is 
the case with these multifarious writers,) he asserts that a 
good, or an indiflferent disposition, is absolutely necessary 
for the acquisition of virtue ; and that it happens to some to 
have such a disposition irom their birth as does not admit 
of being corrected by any exercising. For thus in More 
Nevochim : " There are some who jfrom the commencement Part. i. 
of their birth have such a disposition as not to admit of per- vwi. Bux- 
fection in any way ; as, for instance, a man of an extremely *°^* P- ^* 
warm and brave temper cannot moderate his anger, though 
he use the greatest discipline &c. So you will find some who 
are unsteady and restless, whose inordinate and disturbed 
desires plainly prove a corruption of their nature and badness 
of temperament, which caxmot be corrected. In such men 
you will never see a perfect understanding, and therefore it 
is mere folly to wish to attempt any thing with them in this 
matter." But this by the way. 

§ 7. Maimonides proceeds in the same chapter to establish 
that principle of his of self-power {aùre^ova-iov). " The sum of p. 241,242. 
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D I s a the matter/' he says^ '^ is to believe that God^ as He has willed 
that man should be of an upright stature^ with a broad chest 



and fingerà^ so hath He also willed that he should move or be 
at rest as he himself pleases^ and should perform the actions 
which come under his choice, nothing compellìng him to do 
them^ or keepìng him firom them ; as it is explained in the 
book of truth^ where in explanation of this opinion He says : 

Oen. a 22. ^ Behold the man is become as one of Us^ to know good and 
evil/ &c. Now the Chaldee paraphrase interprets this in 
such a way that the words^ ^ become one of Us^ to know good 
and eyil/ haye this force; that he is now become one in the 
world^ i. e. one species^ like to no other^ and sharing with no 
other that which is his own portion : and what was that, but 
the knowledge of good and evil according to his own will, and 
the power of doing either of these as he pleased/' &c. And 
soon after he affirms : ^^ This is a necessary consequence of 
man^s existence, namely, that he should do good or evil actions 
according to his own will whenever he pleases/' &c. And 
soon after : " It behoves him (i. e. man) to accustom himself 
to good actions, by which he may acquire the virtues them- 
selves, but to avoid evil ones, that the vices, if they be in him, 
may be removed from him ; and he must not say, There is a 
passion within me which cannot be changed; since every 
passion can be changed, both from good into bad and the re- 
verse, and this is committed to the power of his own wiU/' 
§ 8. Again he lays this down as a fundamental position ; 

p. 253. " A man^s actions are in his own free will, so that he can do 
whatever he wishes to do, and leave undone whatever he dis- 
likes ; (unless for some fault God should punish him by de- 
priving him of his will;) and also the acquisition of virtue or 
vice is in his power. Wherefore he ought to provoke and 
excite himself towards the attainment of virtues, since there 
is nothing extemal to himself to impel him to them, and that 
is what they (i. e. the wise men) mean in the precepts of this 
book, by ' If I am not for myself who is for me V" He at 
length closes this worthless discourse on the human dispo- 

p. 257. sition with these words; "It is plain from aU that we bave 
said, that man^s actions are committed to his own will, and 
it is in his own power either to excel in virtue or to be 
wicked,^' &c. 
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§ 9. I allow that Maimonides in ali this is especially op- e h a p. 

posing their opinions who have imposed compulsion and a — 

kind of fatai necessity on human actìons ; for so he himself 
acknowledges noi far from the beginning of the sanie chapter : 
'^Now I have deelared this unto thee for this purpose^ that 
thou shouldest not consider those fables to be true, whieh 
astrologers falsely devise when they assert that men from 
their birth are endued with virtue or vice, and that they are 
compelled to these actions of necessity and by force/' But 

The pflot, Mghted at Charybdìs' roar, 
Steers but too dose on Scylla's fatai shore ; 

for while he rejects the fables of astrologers, he puts forth 
bksphemous impìeties of his own ; and though he takes away 
compulsion, substitutes for it a kind of absolute self-power, 
and the freedom of a will altogether independent of grace or 
Divine operation. 

§ 10. It may be said, These were the dogmas of Rabbins 
of an inferior period, from whom it is unfair, or at least rash, 
to judge of the ancient teaching of the Jews. I allow this, 
nor will I deny that Maimonides and modem Jews diflfered, 
in some respects, in their opinions of free will from some of 
the ancients ; but so, that both the one and the other equally 
do injury to Divine grace. Let us go therefore to the times 
of Christ Himself and His Apostles. 

§ 11. The Jewish religion at that timo was divided chiefly 
into two sects, the Sadducees and Pharisees. For the Essenes 
can hardly be accounted Jews ; inasmuch as (Baronius rightly 
observes) they were schismatics, and by their schism were 
separated from the rest, that is, from the Pharisees and Sad- 
ducees, and the Jews in general. For they neither sacrificed 
in the tempie, but used more holy ceremonies (as they 
thought) in their own conventicles, and lived for the most 
part without the city, in viQages very far removed from 
frequented places. And so® there is no mention of them in 
Scripture, nor even, as some think, any hint ; though it is 
quite clear from Josephus and Philo that they did exist in 
the age of Christ. 

* Grotius gives another reason, Vot tions were holy, and because from them 

prò pac. p. 95 : "I have given the especially Christ chose for Himself His 

reasons why Christ makes no mention new people." 
of those Essenes, because their institu- 
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DI ss. § 12. With regard to the Sadducees^ ìt ìs very clear froin 
^^ Joseplias^ that they held an independent freedom of the wìU, 



such as we have seen is defended by Maimonides and the 

Ant Jud., later Babbìns.^ For they said^ as Josephus relates in the 

9. voifif * thirteenth hook of his Origines^ " Every thing is put into our 

p. 649. Q^^jj power, so that we ourselves are the authors of what is 

good, and chose what is evil from our own foUy.'* And 

Bell. Jud., elsewhere : " They denied that God was the author of any 

voi'. 2.^ * person sinning or abstaining from sin '" (for we must read 

P' ^^' Bpàv not i<l>opg;i/, as Grotius rightly observes.) And again of 

the same Sadducees : ^' They say that good and eyil are in 

man's own choice, and that every one takes either of these 

as he wills.^' Nearly ali those high-priests were followers 

of this sect, who, during the ministry of Christ our Lord and 

Acts 5. 17. the times of His Apostles, presided at the aitar. 

§ 13. If we enquire about the Fharisees, they seem to 
have fallen into the opposite error, doing away nearly with ali 
firee will, and making every thing subject to a kind of fatai 
Ant. Jud. necessity. For thus Josephus says ezpressly : " They believe 
p. 871*. ' ^ every thing is done by fate.*' There are, however, some other 
passages in Josephus where he seems to hold that the Pha- 
risees thought otherwise, about the meaning of which there 
is stili much dispute and controversy amongst the leamed. 
Drusius confidently affirms that Josephus contradicts him* 
self; our ówn Montagne did not hesitate to say that what he 
wrote was false. Baronius determines that the Pharisees 
attributed every thing to fate ; whereas Casaubon contends 
that Baronius was mistaken, attempting to shew firom Jose- 
phus himself that the Pharisees believed in a kind of mixture 
inMat of fate and free will; with whom also Grotius appears to 

22. 23. , , 

have agreed. 

§ 14. But let US again examine those passages of Josephus 
De Bell, which have given occasion to this controversy. '^They 
8, 14. ' attribute ali things to fate and to God : and to do what is 
p. 166. rigtt or not, they say, is for the most part in men's own 

power; but that fate also assists in each particular act.*' 

With this must be compared another passage, where he says 
Ant. Jud. that the opinion of the Pharisees was, " that some things, and 
p. 649. not ali, are the work of fate, but that some were in their own 

power to happen or not.'* It seems as if they divided ali 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 
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events between these three causes^ — God, fate, and man's frec e H A P. 
will; we must enqiiire what they attributed to eacb. With re- — ^^' 
gard to God, Josephus does not snfficiently explain what were 
the opinions of the Pharisees conceming His share in events, 
for he only says that they attributed every thing to God and 
fate. In my opinion, they seem to bave thought that nothing 
took place immediately and straight from God, but only 
through the medium of that fate which was ordaìned by tlfuipfiépri, 
Him of old at the creation of things ; just in the same way 
as Maimonides interprets that sayìng of the wisc men. Ali 
things come about by the tvill of God, " With regard to a 
well-known sayingV he says, ''the like to which are both 
found amongst the sayings of the wise men, and in their 
writings also, namely, That a man rises or sits, and that ali 
his movements take place, according to his will and plea- 
sure; this is true but in a certain sense, and that, as if, 
when a man throws a stono into the air and it descends, we 
were to say it descended by the will of God, — ^this is trae ; 
since God hath willed that the whole earth should be in a 
centro, and therefore when any pftrt of it was projected 
upwards it would be moved towards the centro ; not because 
God hath now at length willed that when this part of the 
earth was moved it should be moved downwards. And on 
this point the schoolmen diflfer, whom I bave heard say that 
His will is in every thing, from timo to time, continually. 
We, however, do not think so ; but that there was will in the 
six days of the creation, and that afterwards ali things flow 
on continually according to their nature, as He says, 'The Eccies.i. 
thing that hath been, it is that which shall be; and that ' 
which is dono, is that which shall be dono : and there is no 
new thing under the sun/ " Nay he even denies (which 
must be considered a miracle) that those very events which 
are called miracles take place by any immediate will or pro- 
vidence of God, and is not ashamed to assert, together with 
his insane wise men, that they spring forth as it were at their 
own time, from hidden causes which were established at the 
creation. For we presently find the following words : " And 
this it is which has compelled our wise men to say of ali 
miracles which swerve from the usuai course of things, 

' In octo capital, cap. 8. de indole humana, p. 239, 240. 



Digitized by 



Google 



176 Fate mode mare powerfid than God. 

DI ss. whether they be now past or those whìch are foretold^ that 

' — they were designed in the «ix days of the creation, and then 

were so interwoven in the nature of things, that what haa 
happened in them, should happen ; so that when at the time 
appointed they took place^ they appeared indeed to be some- 
thing new, but in reality were not so/' He adds : '^ They 
bave said much on this opinion in Middrash Koheleth and 
elsewhere. Moreover, amongst their sayings of this kind 
there is, ^ The world proceeds according to its order»/ You 
will find also that in their disconrses they always carefully 
avoid asserting the Divine will in the severa! events of 
things and times/' &c. And it is plain from Josephns 
that this was actually the opinion of the Pharisees when he 
says that they believe ''that fate assists in each event/' 
That is, they held that nothing was done by God beyond^ 
aboye, or contrary to^ that fate. And in another passage in 
Josephns, the Pharisees, in assigning ali events to their 
canses, determine that some things must be attributed alto- 
gether to fate, and some to man's &ee will ; but they affirm 
that nothing comes immediately firom God ; much less, there- 
fore, does it appear from Josephus that the Pharisees acknow- 
ledged that special providence of God, which fumishes grace 
and assistance necessary for every good act ; which, however. 

In Lue. Grotius asserts to be most plain from Josephus, and that he 
has elsewhere shewn it to be so, alluding, if I am not mistaken. 

Mai 22.23. to his Aonotatious on St. Matthew, where he quotes these 
passages from Josephus. 

§ 15. Let US now consider fate : By that, the Pharisees 

Kard- without doubt undcrstood the order and constitution of the 
heavens, stars, and secondary causes depending on them, 
established and ordained by the First Cause of ali things ; 

Mrtpop which Josephus calls the second order ^ thus explaining the 
contrary opinion of the Sadducees conceming fate : " But 
the Sadducees deny altogether the second order, that is, 
fate''.'' But what did the Pharisees attribute to this fate ? 
''that some things are the work of fate;" namely, not only 
mere naturai events, in which man's free will has no concem, 

' \7T\ 1)in^D^ D^y ducees themselves, as he speaks of a 

** De Bell. Jud. 2. 8. § 14. voi. il p. separate 'order' of Essenes, § 13. — Ed. 
166. The < second order' means the Sad- 
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as, for ìnstance^ to be tali or short, of which alone Maimonides e h a p. 
interprets that saying of the wise men, " Ali things are in 



the hand of Heaven/^ &c.; but some of those things also which 
fall nnder a man^s choice, as, to take sneh an one for his 
wife, to hold such possessions^, &c. By extending this saying 
to whichj the same Maimonides says that men have made a 
great mistake, since the dispute between the Pharisees and 
Sadducees was only conceming those things which come 
under choice. And hence, as I may observe by the way, has 
arisen a custom amongst the modem Jews that those invited 
to a wedding wish good fortune to the parties to be joined in 
matrimony in the following form : " May the planet be good iìl3 !?TD 
or propitious/^ (for so Maimonides says the word mazal is to 
be explained ;) which words also they would inscribe on the 
ring for damsels that were betrothed, as Munster observes. in Gen. 

§ 16. Meanwhile the Pharisees acknowledged ^'that there^' ^^' 
were some things in their own power to happen or not/' and 
that to do right or wrong is generally in a man's own power ; 
so that they thought that fate had less share in those actions 
which are virtuous or vicious, and that man's own wìQ was 
chiefly concemed in them: though not even ali of these, accord- 
ing to the Pharisees, were in aman's own power, for they said 
generally not always. And even from those actions which 
are done by free will they would not altogether exclude fate : 
for they said that " fate assists in each particular act/' 

§ 17. They had also rather say, Fate assists than com- 
pels ; which Babbi Abraham Zachuth shews, when writing of 
the Pharisees he says, " They believe that the planet assists ; 
nevertheless free will is left in the hand of man/^ And I 
consider that from this opinion of the ancient Pharisees, 
rather than from the opinions of Maimonides or any other 
modem Rabbi, is to be interpreted that saying of the wise 
men which we have frequently mentioned : " AH things are 
in the hand of heaven except the fear of God/^ that is, AH 
things are subject to the fatai influence of the stars, except 
only the will of man in those things which pertain unto 
rehgion. 

§ 18. And this description of the opinions of the Pharisees 
is the more plausible, inasmuch as it is given by Josephus, 

* He refers to an enumeration, only part of which is to the purpose. — Ed. 
BULL. I^ 
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178 Dangert arisingfrom astrohgy. 

D I s 8. vho hìmself also favonred tbat sect. From wbich I think it 
'- — Ì8 not difficult to gather that the Fharisees^ whatever they 



piit forward to the contraiy^ stili by consequence did away 
vith ali firee wìll. For as we have seen from Josephus, they 
held that man's free wìll vas subject to the fiital power and 
influence of the stars^ even in some things pertaining to reli- 
gion. If in 8ome^ why not in ali f For snrely in partìcnlar 
acts the influence of the will and of Heaven is the same; and 
if the human will be bound even to one link of the &tal 
chain, there is an end altogether to its freedom. Besides^ 
they said that fate assisted in particular acts ; from which it 
foUows that man never does any thing good or evil oontrary 
to bis fate : for instanoe, Supposing a man be under the in- 
fluence of an evil star from bis birth^ and so labonrs under 
5v<ricfMMr(a an evil disposìtion ; I ask^ will this man necessarily tum out 
ili ? If so^ then man's fi*ee will is destroyed by fate. But if 
it can happen that he may become good, it will foUow that it 
is possible for him to act against bis fiite, and therefore that 
fate does not assist in each particular aCt. ''Nor is it 
Appar. 7. wonderful," as our most leamed Montague has well observed, 
^* *' that these hypocrites, these interpolators of the Divine law, 

impure and covered with crimes, justly abandoned by Gìod, 
should bave adopted profane, contrary, and opposite opinions :'' 
particularly when at this present day, even among Christians, 
there are to be found not a few (in other respects leamed 
and pious men) who think that the absolute and irresistible 
dècree of Gk)d (far be it from me to attribute to them the 
fate of the Pharisees) can be reconcìled with man's fi-ee will. 
In short, it is very difficult to stop one*s course in this slippery 
study of the stars. He who has once entered these hidden 
regions, knows not whither he is advandng; he who attri- ^ 
butes any thing to the stars, ends in attributing ali things to 
them. And we see this in modem astrologers, who in de- 
pendance on this their science conmionly go thus far, that 
whatever is singular, nay even miraculous, and dono entirely 
by the extraordinary power pf God, they attribute to the 
situation and influence of the stars. No saying is so often 
in their mouths as "The stars rule men, but God rules the 
stars,^' and " The wise man will rule the stars.'' 

From ali this I consider Josephus to have written the plain 
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truth, when in the passage first quoted he simply says that chap. 
the Fharìsees thought every thing was done byfate, and there- 



fore that it is much more certain that Orotìns and the person^ in Mat 22. 
however leamed^ whom he professes to foUow were mistaken^ ^' 
than that Epiphanins in explaìning the opinions of the Fha- 
rìsees shonld have been mistaken, when he affirms that thej 
inade every thing subject to a fatai necessity through their 
love of astrology; especially as before Epiphanius^ Justin, 
who lived near the age of the Apostles, in his dialogue with p* 37o. 
Trypho, attribates the same error to the Jews. ì^^ 

§ 19. Bnt to return. From what has been said it is too *^'p-^'-^ 
manifest that the Fharisees both imputed their bad actions 
to a bad fate^ and in their good actions^ whatever they denied 
to the free will of man^ they dìd not attribute to grace bnt to 
the force and inflnence of the stars^ and believed their planet 
to contribute more to saving virtue than the Spirit ; a good 
disposition^ than a new nature ; a happy temperature, than 
the renewing and regeneration of the Holy Spirit. And this 
is what I think the Fharisee meant in the parable, when he 
retums thanks to Ood that he was not as the publican, &c. 
For they are mistaken who rashly conclude from this passage 
that the Fharisees acknowledged the necessity of grace; for 
the Fharisee seems to attribute his being good to that Divine 
Frovidence which gave to him at his nativity a more benignant 
aspect of the stars than to the publican, and hence a more Kard- 
kindly and good disposition; which Maimonides'^ himself *^*^**' 
conceived to be a singular gìft of God, proving it with 
wonderful acuteness from Frov. xxxi. 10. ^' This saying of 
Solomon, ' Who hath found an excellent woman ?' is a per- 
spicuous and evident parable, namely, that when a man is 
possessed of a good and convenient habit, which is not too 
powerful for him, and does not spoil or destroy his disposition, 
it must be acknowledged as a singular giffc of Ood.^' He 
afierwards gives this reason, '^For a good and convenient 
habit may be easily govemed/' 

§ 20. This pestilent heresy of the Fharisees, St. James, jas. 1. 
writing to the Jews, seems evidently to attack. He is advising '^-■'^• 
the Jews, that being tempted, that is, being overcome by 
temptation, (for the word ireiptiieaOa^ must be understood 



^ More Nevochim, par. 3. e. 8. 

n2 
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180 St. James attacks this heresy ofthe Pharisees. 

D I s s. bere in ita ftiD force as in Gral. vi. 1, in vhich sense the actìve 

II . . . 

- — '- — iretpafyiv is osed, 1 Cor. vii. 5 ; 1 Thess. iii. 6,) they must 

noi attribute their evil deeds io any fatai necessity^ and so to 

God who had established that necessity ; bnt they were to 

ascribe them, as they onght, to their own free will^ enticed 

by lust. Hìb words are: ''Let no man say when he is 

tempted^ I am tempted of God ; for God cannot be tempted 

with evil^ neither tempteth He any man : bnt every man is 

tempted when he is drawn avay of bis own lust and enticed; 

then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin^ and sin^ 

when it is finished> bringeth forth death/' How strongly 

are these words opposed to the fate of the Pharisees ! for 

their doctrine of fate^ if not directly, yet by consequence^ 

makes GxkL the author of sin. For if nothing can be done 

without the assistance of fate, as they teach^ it foUows that 

no evil therefore can be committed by man, unto which fate, 

and therefore God the author of fate, do not lend their help, 

and also no man can do rìght if opposed by his fate. Besides, 

the opinion of the Sadducees was in direct opposition to the 

Pharisaic doctrine. But they taught that ^' Gt)d could not be 

the cause of sin/^ and asserted " that we sin firom our own 

carelessness.^' Therefore the Pharisees held opinions the 

reverse of these. In the foUowing verses the Apostle cautions 

the Jews from attributing their good actions to the fatai 

Ju. 1. 16, influence of the stars. His words are : Do not err, my 

' beloved brethren; every good gift and every perfect gift is 

from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights, with 

whom is no variableness, neither shadow of tuming.'' Do 

fih irxa- not err, is, as Grotius observes, a manner of speaking usuai 

^^ *' when we wish to destroy any false ideas which either bave or 

See 1 Cor. may creep into the mìnds of any. And what was that opinion 

^Ji^ìfll fr^™ which there was so much danger to the Jews? that 

I Joh. 3. 7. man obtained acceptable goodness from a fatai influence of 

the stars, and not from the grace of God abounding in us 

according to His free pleasure. This error he overtums with 

wonderful elegance in what follows. " Every good gift,'' &c. 

True and perfect virtue, that which salvation accompanies, 

(for he does not deny but that men may bave some imperfect 

dispositions to virtue from their birth,) doth not proceed from 

heaven and the stars, but from above, from a source above 
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the stars^ from the Father, that is, the Creator of lights, or of e H A P. 

the stars. From above haa the same meaning as that in ^^' . 

Job xxii. 12: ^'Is not God in the height of heaven? and 1''"^*''^^, 
behold the height of the stars how high they are I^' Where 
in the height of heaven, means in the highest heaven, which 
is called by David the heaven of heavens, and by the Apostle 
the third heaven. For in the Scriptures three heavens are 
mentioned, the lowest, middle, and highest. The lowest 
contains ali the three regions of the air : the middle, that in 
which are the sun, moon, constellations, and stars. In th^ 
highest is the throne of the Majesty of God. The mean- 
ing therefore of Job's words is : Behold, how high is that 
heaven in which the stars shine forth: and then consider 
how much higher is that God, that sitting on a far higher 
throne treads on the planets and stars. The Father qfnarhpr&y 
lighis occurs only once in Scripture. I think, however, *'^*"' 
there is a passage in the Old Testament where the stars 
are called the sons of God: ^^When the morning stars s^^ 

sang together, and aU the sons of God shouted for joy.*^ D^n^K 
Where, by the sons of God, in the latter part of the verse, 
the Hebrews generally understand stars. Neither is there 
bere any tautology, since the morning stàrs signify not ali 
but only the brightest starsi And the morning stars are 
according to them the seven ministering, that is, the planets, 
which are also called the stars of tight. But these niceties -iìk UDn 
are not necessary to our argument : for the words rà (fySyra ^^' ^'^^' ^' 
are to the lettor the same as lumina, and by force of the 
article certaìn special lights, and by synecdoche heavenly 
Mghts. Father {IlaTffp) is with the Hebrews, Creator or 
Author, as t?ie Father of Spirits. By a like appellation Philo Heb. 12. 9. 
Ju^seus"* calls the Word of God ^^the supercelestial star, the 
fountain of sensible stars,'^ and " a universal splendour, from 
which both the sun and moon, and the rest, both planets and 
fixed, derive according to each one's power its appropriate 
brightness.^^ This senso of the words Father of lights is the 
most simple and literal, compared to which ali others will 
seem forced and violent to a fair mind, so that I cannot but 
be amazed that among the number of learned and criticai in- 

* "ìpl frequently means the same aa °» llcpi r^s Ko<rixonotas, p. 6. edit. 

"ÌÌK. . Paris, 1640. [voi. i. p. 7.] 
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182 Crod alone the author of awy good in us, 

D I s s. terpreters^ no one^ as far as I am aware^ has jet hit upon 



tlùs interpretation of ours ; especially as the following vords, 
as they themselves allow^ are ali astronomica!" ; '^With 
whom is no variableness^ neith^ shadow of tuming/^ that 
TopaXAo- is^ the sun himself^ the chief of the heavenly Inminaries^ hath 
^|!^^J^^. his parallax or changes, and bears a diiFerent appearance at 
^*^« his rising^ and at mid-day^ and at his setting : he also has 

his revolutions^ his annual retirings firom us^ which we cali 
flolstices, and the Oreeks rpoTrd^i hence onr shadows change 
according to these retirings, which is the meaning of òiro- 
trfela^€i,v, to cast a shade or shadow. But that God, from whom 
every real virine flows, as He is snperior to the san and to the 
stars, nnto which some attribute so much, so is His light ìn- 
finitely more perfect ; for He neither rises nor sets, nor retires, 
but is light only, nnmixed with shade. The divine writ^r con- 
jas. 1. 18. cludes his elegant discourse with these words: — ^^'Of His own 
will begat He us with the word of truth ;" that is, onr being 
faithful and pious does not arise from any fatai necessity, but 
from the good pleasnre of God throngh Christ; neither is it 
owing to any happy temperature caused by a benignant 
aspect presiding at our nativity, but to the renewing and 
regeneration, that new and heavenly nativity, which the 
Holy Spirit causes in us through the Gospel. These thmgs 
seem very evident to me ; however, let the leamed judge. 

§ 21. But to come to an end : hence every one may per- 
ceive under what a gross and profound ignorance of Divine 
grace ali the teachers of the Jews laboured, the Sadduceea 
airof^ov- contending for an absolute se^-power of the will, the Phari- 
*^ ^ sees giving the honour of Divine grace to fiate and the stars. 
Thus then we behold how very necessary w«« the endea- 
vours of St. Paul, who so often, and in sudi powerful words, 
hath taught the force and efficacy of Divine grace, as q[)posed 
to the strength of free will and human nature. 

■ Vid. Grot. in loc. 
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CHAP, 
XVI. 



CHAP. XVI. 

THE SECOND EBBOB OF THE JEWS IN PLACING THE HOPE OF THEIB 
SALYATION IN THAT CIYlIi BIGHTEOUSNESS, WHICH WA8 CONFIBMBD IN 
THE LAW BT DEFINITE PUNI8HMENT8. — HENCE IT HAFFENBP THAT THET 
UYBD IN AN OBEDIENCB, BITHEB NEGATIVE OB EXTEBVAI«, OB AT THE 
MOST, FABTIAL AND DEFECTIVE. — BACH OF THE8E SHEWN AND PBOVED 
FBOM HOIiT 8CBIFTUBE, AND THE WBITING8 OF THE HBBBEW8. 

§ 1. Another very gross error of the Jews into which 
most of them fell was this^ that being content with a kìnd of 
civil righteousness^ by which they avoided the punishments 
threatened in the law, they never thought of performing that 
more perfect piety also implied in the law^ uor aspired to that 
excellent holiness, at which ali sincere worshippers of the 
Deity ought to aim. 

§ 2. This second error of theirs seems in some way to have 
arisen from the first^ and to have been added to it as a kind 
of support ; for having cònceived that vain confidence in their 
own strengthj it was their interest^ nay^ it was actnally 
necessary, that they should invent for themselves a righteous- 
ness^suited to^that strength, poor^ defective^ and partiate 
exercising on the law of God a violence something similar to 
that which Plutarch relates Procrustes to have used towards 
his guests; that is, lest the law should exceed their strength^ 
they cut it down to {their own standard^ and taking away its 
perfection they contrived to make their own^ patched up as 
it was^ sufScient. It may however be the case that the 
Jewish error above-mentioned^ of the sufficiency of their own 
strength without the aid of special grace, might have arisen 
from this cause, namely, that they did not understand the 
true extent of the Divine law; but supposing the obedience 
commanded in it to be prescribed, poor, and easy of perform- 
ance, they attributed too much to their own strength, and did 
not acknowledge the necessity of a morepowerfiil grace: like 
him who having set up an adversary of straw, assumes great 
courage, and promises himself an easy victory. 

§ 3. But from whatever source this error arose, that the 
Jews did so err may be leamt from St. Paul himself, who 
was both taught by Gamaliel, a man of great knowledge of 
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184 Thi8 riffhteoiisness, external, partial, defective ; 

DI ss. the law, and had ranked himself among the Pharisees. He 

^ìi— ^ therefore said he lived blameless while he was a Pharisee, as 

Phii. 3. 6. to the righteousness which is in the law ; where the word 
In Mat. law, as Grotius rightly observes, is used in the same sense as 
^' ^' Seneca uses it in the foUowing words : " It is but a trifling 
matter to be good as far as the law demands;^^ for the 
Apostle' means that law which the Hebrew judges observed 
in determining trials, and they could neither see into the 
heart^ nor had they received authority to punish every actual 
crime, but only those which principally injured civil society. 
Therefore he says he was as to the righteousness of the law 
blameless, that he had committed no crime for which he 
became subject to the esternai judgment of the law, or to 
any of the punishments established in the law and imposed 
by the judges. For certainly he would scarcely in any other 
sense be able or dare to say that he had attained unto the 
righteousness of the law, or lived blameless as a Pharisee; 
ver. 7. yet this righteousness, whatever it might be, he clearly con- 
ver. 4. fesses that he once before his faith highly valued, and shews 
that it was greatly esteemed by his countrymen, who were 
stili Jews, as something excellent of which they might boast. 
§ 4. From this most impure source arose many of the 
worst Jewish errors concerning the obedience due to God. 
Out of many we will notice a few. 1. Hence it happened 
that for the most part they were satisfied with a negative re- 
ligion, thinking it sufficient if they abstained from sins, espe- 
ciaUy the more enormous ones, being in the mean time little 
careful about the works of piety and charity which are due 
to God and our neighbour; that is, they were chiefly atten- 
tive in avoiding sins of commission as they are caUed, but 
perfectly careless as to sins of omission, because to negative 
precepts punishment is generally ani^exed, very rarely to 
Lu. 18. 11. affirmative ones. Hence we read of the Pharisee giving God 
thanks that he was not as other men are, extortioners, unjust, 
adidterers, or even as the publican, who was praying at a 
distance, making it a great boast that he was not among the 
worst of men. But what good had this proud Thraso done ? 
he had nothing to produce before God but some frivolous and 
ver. 12. merely extemal acts. " I fast," he says, " twice in the week ; 
I give tithes of ali that I possess." On which account. 
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St. Clement of Alexandria" explains the righteousness of the CH ap. 

Pharisee and Christian thus : " Except your righteousness ^— 

exceed the righteousness of the Scribes and Pharisees, which 
is only an abstinence from evil, by that which adds perfection 
to these things, love and charity to your neighbour, ye will 
not be of the kingdom of heaven/^ For the righteousness of 
the Pharisee only amounted to an abstinence from crime ; a 
great achievement tnily. But what says even a heathen 
poet ? ^' If my slave should say, I bave stole nothing, nor 
run away, I would answer^ You bave your reward, you shall 
not be flogged ; or, I bave not committed murder, Then you 
shall not feed crows upon a cross/' But by thus avoiding 
the greater crimes, these mad Pharisees not only promised 
themselves impunity but even madly dreamed of merit. 
Hence the authoritative saying of the Rabbins, ''He who 
abstains from breaking a commandment shall be rewarded 
as if he had kept a commandment p/' 

§ 5. 2. From this source sprung that dreadfìil opinion of 
the Pharisees, through which they paid no attention to the 
sins of the heart, as envy, pride, avarice^ anger^ unclean 
desires, and the like, being content with that righteousness 
only which is visible in extemal acts : for, as Grotius ex- in Mat. 
cellently observes, although they knew that the law was ^' ^ 
given by God, unto whom ali hearts are open, who wills Him- 
self to be loved from the heart, and forbids evil desires ; yet 
because no express punishment was annexed to these com- 
mands, they regarded them as advice rather than precepts, or 
at least imagined that such blots were cleared away, partly 
by the daily sacrifices, partly by the annual expiation, so 'that 
God had no more remembrance of them. However this may 
be, it is very manifest that not only the common people, but 
even the Scribes and Pharisees had imbibed this error. 
Hence Christ Himself opposes His most holy commands to Mat. 6. 
the dogmas of the Pharisees, teaching that although the ' 
Pharisees considered those only as sins unto which a legai 
punishment was annexed, and therefore, for instance, men 
should abstain from murder because the law commanded 
murderers to be put to death ; yet He Himself ordered His 

o Lib. vi. Strom. p. 825. 

^ Mishnah lib. Kiddushin HìVlD HK^Ì^^ "O^ )7 D0n^3 
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186 Sim of the heart whoUy ùverlooked. 

D I S 8. disciples to beware of anger, being well assiired that in the 
next world it vould receive a pnnishment no lesa severe than 



morder doth in this ; and that if anj one should add to his 
anger cursing, he would receive a severer punishment than 
that generally enforced by the council, as for instance stoning ; 
bnt that if the cursing be highly blasphemons, he wouid Buf- 
fer greater torture than those bumt by slow fires in the yalley 
of Hinnom. For Orotius has not unadvisedly conjsidered 
this to be the most simple explanation of this passage. In & 
similar manner, Christ overtums the defective Pharisaic inter- 
Ter.27,28. pretation of the seventh commandment, shewing that not 
only was he guilty of adultery who had actually committed it, 
as the Pharisees taught, but he also who looked upon the 
See Luke wife of another with impure desires. Hence it is that our 
i&gfiòt' ^'^ ^ ofken and so sharply rebukes these Pharisees for 
^^^ their avance, pride, and other inward impurities. 

§ 6. In short, that this was the opinion of the Jews may 
be clearly shewn from thdr own approved writers. I shall, 
however, only j^oduce two proofs quoted by Orotius and by 
others before him^. The first is from Josephus, who, accur 
rately instructed in Pharisaism as he himself dedares, blames 
Polybius the historian for ascribing the death of Antioehus 
to an intended though not perpetrated sacrilege, adding, 
^' For since he did not actually commit the crime he intended, 
he did not deserve punishment/' But David Kimchi, that 
great master of the Hel»rews, speaks more plainly, and inter- 
In PsaL prets these words, ^'IS 1 regard inìquity in my heart, the 
Lord wìll not bear me,^' directly contrary to the meanìng 
of David : " Even though I should regard iniquity in my heart, 
wfaich I should be even ready to perform, although it be 
before God as if I had uttered it with my lips, stili Gk>d will 
not bear it, that is, not regard it as a crime ; for God does 
not regard an evil thought as an act, except it be conceived 
against His worship and religion/' What expressions for a 
master of Israel I for he supposes that ali the determinations 
of the mind, which do not come out into act merely from 
want of opportunity, excepting only apostacy from Judaism, 
are not imputed, or regarded by God, as sins. 

§ 7. 3. The first error hath produced another, by which 

' Vid. Cornei, à Lap. in Mat v. 
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these bliod leaders of the blind imagined that a matilated chap. 

and partial obedience is more than snfficient fw those pre ^h— 

cepts which are established by no express punishments^ 
thinking forsooth that they satisfied the law if they kept 
those precepts which are exacted upon pain of death : what- 
ever they performed of the rest, they regarded as a kiad of 
supererogation. This wonderful doctrine is given by the 
masters of the Jews'^ in the treatise where they teadi that 
so great a number of precepts — for they enumerate 613 — are 
given to the Jews in the law^ that out of them they might 
choose which they wouid, by the performance of whidi they 
would deserve eternai life. For thus Obadias de Bartenora 
explains this passage': "Whoever shall sincerely observe 
even one precept of the 613, by that observance he will de- 
serve eternai life -" where by even ont^ he must be understood 
to speak of those precepts only which are not established 
under pain of death; for it is scarcely possible that the Jews 
did not believe that ali those were absolutely neoessary 
unto salvation : although I cannot deny that some sayings of 
the Babbins apparently demand a contraiy sense ; and it is 
no wonder that these teachers, blinded by the just jujdgment 
of God, should bave fallen into the grossest errore. 

§ 8. There is a well-known maxim among the Jews men- 
tìoned by MaimonidesM '^That he who pays attention to 
the precept is free from the precept/' And similar to this 
is the following" : — ^* It is not lawful to pass beyond the pre- 
cepts;" whìdi Maimonides thus explains; ''Whoever en- 
deavours to keep any one precept, must not pass from it to 
observe any other." The words of the Hebrew doctors in the 
Mishnah^ are very express: '*Whoever shall Iwwre kept any 
one precept it shaU be wefl with him, bis days shaU be pro- 
longed, and he shaìl possess the earth/' I know that Maimo- 
nides and others eudeavour to refine these crude ideas of the 
Rabbins, but it is lost labour ; for they conceive it to be neoes- 
sary that a good work of this kind should be so great and valu- 
able, that by its addition its merits should outweigh a man's 

' In Mishnah. lib. Maccotb. eect " JTTVDn ^ jn^yO lìK 

«nn D^iy ^^rt? na ns: nan Kidd. e, i. sect. io. 
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188 These errort rebuked and denounced by our Lord. 

D I s s. evil deeds. On which conditìon they bid him be secare of bis 

Hi — salvation. Upon whicb subject, whoever wìshes to read more 

quotations from tbe Babbins majr refer to a Dissertation on 
Legai Righteousness^ and especìally to the second chapter in 
a volume of select sermons^ written in English by Smith^ who 
was most leamed in Babbinical knowledge. 

Mat 5. 19. § 9. Our Lord seems to rebuke this senseless and impious 
comment of the Pharìsaic school in these words : " Whoso- 
ever^ therefore^ shall break one of the least of these command- 
ments, and shall teach men so, he shall be called the least in 
the kingdom of heaven/' How excellently these words are 
suited to the Pharìsees^ who both themselves neglected many 
of the commandments of God, a very few only excepted, and 
taught others so to do. Hence there immediately foUows^ 

ver. 2a '^ Except your righteousness shall exceed the righteousness 
of the Scribes and Pharisees/' &c. Equally clear is St. James^ 

Jas. 2. 10, writing to Christians who had been Jews, ^^ Whosoever shaU 

**• keep the whole law, and yet ofFend in one point^ he is guilty 

of all/^ i. e. Beware of that mutìlated obedience to the com- 
mandments which, when Jews, you leamt of your masters; 
for that Lord^ whose disciples you now are^ demands a far 
different obedience of you^ that you should diUgently and 
carefuUy endeavour to keep ali and each of His commands. 
I find that Paul Bergensis^ a Jew^ and also the leamed Estius^ 
agree with me in this interpretation, which naturaUy occurred 
to me ; the latter also explains St. Paul^s words in the same 

Gal. 3. IO. way : " Cursed is every one that continueth not in ali things 
which are written in the hook of the law to do them.'* 

§ 10. But the greatest danger of this doctrine, otherwise 
sufficiently dangerous^ seems to lie in this point^ that most 
considered themselves at liberty to choose what command- 
ments they would observe, which of course were the least and 
easìest^ and the least disagreeable to their lusts^ while they 
neglected those of far greater consequence; which Christ 

Mat.23.23. Himself accuses the Pharisees of doing; where He remarks 
their exactness in observing the commandment of tithes, and 
that they scrupulously paid for the smallest herbs, which it 
was doubtful if the law intended, and at the>$ame time they 
neglected the weightier matters of the law, — -judgment, mercy, 
and faith. 
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e H A p. 

X VII. 

CHAP. XVII. 

A THIBD ERBOB OP THE JEWS, PBINCIPALLT OP THE PHABISEES, THAT 
THEY ATTACHED MUCH BIGHTBOUSNE8S TO CEBTAIN FRIVOLOU8 AND 
TBADITION AL BITE8 AND CU8TOM8, AND PBEFEBBED THEM TO THE CHISP 
COMMAND8 OP GOD. — ^THB POUBTH AND LA8T EBBOB WA8, THAT, CONTENT 
WITH THI8 FAI^E BIGHTEOUSNE8S, THET DID NOT THINK OP THE ME88IAH, 
WHO WOULD GIVE THEM A BETTEB BIGHTEOD8NE8S. — LA8TLY, FBOM THI8 
DESCBIPTION OF JEWISH OPINION 8, FOUB OB8ERyATION8 ABE DBAWN OF 
GBEAT U8E TOWABDS THE BIGHT UNDEBSTANDING OP 8T. PAUL. 

§ 1. It was not, besides, the least foUy of the Jews, particu- 
laxly of the Pharisees, that they plaeed great righteousness in 
certain fnvolous and ridiculous works, rites, and ceremonies, 
inventions of their own brains, unto which they ascribed so 
much as to prefer them to some of the most important com- 
mandments of God. Of this sort was that careful and anxious 
washìng of the hands before meat, and after returning £rom 
market or any crowded place, where they might have been Mark 7. 3. 
easily polluted by the touch of some unclean person or thing, 
in which they observed such care as to wash up to the elbow, 
ad cubitum v^que, as Theophylact in my opinion rightly ex- 
plains the word mr/fjbi]. For their custom was, when washing 
to lift up their hands, and with the fingers contracted to re- 
ceive the water poured down upon them, which necessarily 
flowed down as far as the elbow. They also observed, with 
religious care, the washing of cups, flagons, and vessels of 
brass (for earthen ones, if polluted, they broke), and of beds, ver. 4. 
as St. Mark expressly declares, adding, that there were many 
other most trifling ceremonies of that kìnd, which they had 
received from their elders to be carefully observed. You 
may read much about these customs in the books of the 
Jews, and of those who have written concerning their man* 
ners, which l would bere repeat did I not remember what 
the poet says, — 

Turpe est difficìles habere nugas, 
Et stultus labor ineptiarum. 

§ 2. That the Pharisees plaeed righteousness in these un* 
meaning rites appears from the chapter quoted above, where ver. 6. 
they are said to accuse the disciples of Christ as guilty of 
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DI ss. a heìnous crime for neglectìng them; and that tliey put 

— these ceremonies before the commands of God, even before 

the most important ones, Chrìst Himself shews^ where He 

Ter. & gi^yg that they neglected the command of God (even charity, 

called especially the command of God) to obseire their tradi- 

tiona ; for being vhoUy intent on these ridicnlous bnt trouble- 

some rìtes, they neglected that important preoept^ which n^K- 

gence vas of itself a sufficient crime. Bnt Chrìst proceeds to 

shéw that there were some of their traditions^ which not only 

were averse firom the practice of internai piety, but were 

actnally repugnant to the commandments giveh by God^ as 

▼er. 9U-11. superstition is wont to decline into greater sin ; and these 

Gal. 1. 14. traditions were undonbtedly in the number of those which^ 

having received from bis fathers^ St. Paul asserts that he 

kept before his conversion with the most ardent zeal. 

§ 8. Their fourth error was, that the Jews^ securely and 
contentedly acquiescing in this debased rìghteonsness^ snp- 
posìng it to bave no less weight with God than with man^ 
were not anxious seriously to seek for the remission of their 
sins : neither did they endeavour to pnrify their minds, and 
to estirpate those vices which are nsnally conceaied by men : 
neither^ and hence arose the calamities of the Jews^ did they 
perceive any need for a Messiah^ who shonld apply medicine 
SeeMat 9. to that part which they did not believe to be sick. They 
joir^ò.'39, ^^ indeed exx>ect a Messiah, but such an one as they had 
^^j feigned for themselves; a glorìous king, excelling in force^ 
arms^ and power^ who should free the Jewish nation from the 
yoke of Boman slavery^ and exalt the throne of David abore 
ali the empires of the earth. But so far from believing that 
the Messiah would expiate their sins by His own death^ His 
death seemed to them disgraceful; therefore the cross of 
ick>r.i.23. Christ is said to be to the Jews a stumbUng-block. That the 
law of Moses would bave in Him its completion and end^ that 
He would lead men by the tight of His doctrine^ and the 
power of His Holy Spirita to a righteousness far more exalted 
than that which in their folly they had invented for them- 
selves, or even than that which the letter of the law itself 
prescribed ; of this they never even dreamed, being profoundly 
ignorant of that great mystery, that Chrìst was to be the end 
of the law for rigfUeousness, the end, completion, and perfec- 
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tion of the law; that througli Him alone, whoever believed in e h a p. 
Him should be made partakers of trae rìghteousness. ^ — r^ 

§ 4. Such were tbe opinions of the Jews on this subject of 
Justification and works, wbìcb being now sufficiently explained 
as far as relates to onr design, are will now dedace some ob- 
servations not wholly irrelevant to tbe subject we bave in 
band. And first, it is bence evident tbat tbey entirely mìs- 
take tbe intention of tbe Apostle, wbo suppose bim to con- 
tend against a sinless obedience, perfect and free &om every 
error, as an opinion received and defended among tbe Jews. 
From wbat bas been said it is manifest tbat tbey were so far 
£rom sucb a persuasion, as on tbe contrary to remain content 
witb an obedience extremely imperfect indeed. 

§ 5. Secondly, it appears also tbat tbe doctrine wbicb tbe 
SoUfidians fix upon tbe Apostle is most bostile to bis argu- 
ment ; for tbey suppose tbe Apostle to teacb tbat good works 
are not in any sense necessary for justification : but I would 
ask, unto wbat good end or purpose would sucb doctrine 
tend among tbe Jews ? Surely tbere was little occasion to 
depress tbe necessity of good works among tbose wbo were 
already, of tbeir own accord, too careless about tbem, and of 
regulating tbeir lives in tbe sigbt of God arigbt. It was mucb 
more likely for tbe most boly Apostle to spur on tbese laggers 
bebìnd by strongly urging tbe necessity of trae rigbteousness 
and genuine boliness, and by forcibly exborting tbem to be 
purified &om tbose internai vices, plunged in wbicb tbey bad 
bitberto remained in a state of torpidity. And tbis be actually 
does. Besides, did not tbese very Jews eagerly support tbis 
ìdentìcal Solifidianism, (making only tbe necessary cbanges 
in tbe two religions,) wbicb some suppose tbe Apostle to 
defend in bis arguments against tbem ? for it is certain tbat 
tbey supposed tbat erery Israelite, excepting tbose only wbo 
had rejected tbe profession of Judaism, and tbe faitb of tbe 
covenant entered into witb Abraham, would inberit a portion 
in anotber world, tbat is, in eternai life j wbicb, changing tbe 
name of Judaism into Christianity, is the very doctrine of our 
Solifidians. 

§ 6. Maimonides boldly and roundly announces tbis 
opinion y. "Ali wicked men, wbose sins exceed tbeir good 

y Tract de Pcenitent. cap. 3. 
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D 1 s s. workSj wìll be judged according to the measure of that excess^ 
— ^~- — and afterwards will bave a share in the world to come ; there- 
fore every Israelite will partake of life eternai*/^ But this 
maxim^ ''that every Israelite would partake of life eternai/' 
is taken from the Mishnah», where it is laid down as an un- 
doubted opinion among the Jews, a few only being excepted 
out of this so general a description^ : those namely, ^^ who 
deny that the dead are to be recalled to life ; that the law is 
from heaven ; he who reads the books of heathens ; who at- 
temptsto charm away a disease byrepeating Exodus xv. 26; and 
lastly, whoever attempts to pronounce ihefour-letteredriame.^* 
inMat. 3. Munster also quotes this remarkable opinion firom the Tal- 
mud : " Abraham sits at the gates of hell, and does not per- 
mit any wicked Israelite to descend into the pit*^/' 

§ 7. That this opinion anciently prevailed among the Jews, 
we learn firom Justin Martyr, who followed elosely upon the 
Apostles^ and who, if any, was intimately acquainted with 
the Jewish system as tanght in bis time ; in bis dialogue with 
p. 369. [e. Trypho, near the end, after having said that the Jews could 
.p.230.] ^^^ attain true wisdom, because they drank not of the 
fountaìn of the living God, but &om broken cistems wliich 
could not hold water, he immediately adds : '^ Now those are 
the broken cisterns, holding no water, which your Rabbins 
bave dug for you, as the Scripture openly says, ' teaching for 
doctrines the commandments of men/ and besides, they 
deceive both tbemselves and you, supposing that the kingdom 
of heaven will be given unto ali who are descended from 
Abraham after the flesh, although they be sinners and un- 
believers, and disobedient towards God ; which the Scriptures 
teach is not so/' And soon after, in the foUowing words, he 
explains the true means of obtaining remission or justifica- 
tion, in opposition to the dreams of the Jews, and others who 
supported them in this matter. '^ But this it is, that whoever 
repents of bis sins will receive forgiveness firom God : but not 
as you, and others who in this respect are like you, deceive 
yourselves, saying, that though they be sinners, yet if they 
acknowledge God, the Lord will not impute sin to them/' 

^«nnD^ìy^p^nDn^55'ì^«1«5'^bB^ chapter. 

» Tract. Sanhedrin, eh. xi. [voi. iv. * D^H^J ^K^^nnfì b^ :iW DnnnKB^ 

^ See Maimon. m explanation of this D3n^i3 
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Where by others who are like you he doubtless alluder to the e H a p. 

favoiirers of the Gnostic heresy, who, Irenseus*^ tells us, enter '— 

tained that shameful error. I am for my own part perfectly 
persuaded that St. James the Apostle, writing to the Jews, 
intended the whole argument conceming faith and works, 
contained in the second chapter of his Epìstle, against this 
deadly opinion as well of the Jews as of the Judaizing Gnostics. 
But this by the way. 

§ 8. That this strange opinion was prevalent among the 
Jews, is by no means obscurely hinted at in other parts of SeeMat.3. 
the New Testament : St. Pani professedly opposes this opinion joh. e. 39; 
nearly through the whole of the second chapter to the Romans, *^™' * ^' 
where it is his design to shew that the Jews in vain trusted 
in circumcision and the Divine covenant, while they indulged 
in the most disgracefal vices, and were not careful to regniate 
their lives according to the law of God. Whoever then, lest See ver. 9. 
forsooth they shonld àpproach to Judaism, so ardently con- ver. iT^^to 
tend that faith alone, withont good works, is sufficient for****®"^' 
justification, have, with the Gnostics of old, fallen into the 
Tery depths of Jewish vanity and foUy* 

§ 9; Thirdly, from what has been said concennng Jewish 
opinions, we may guess the reason why the Apostle, not 
content with simply rejecting the righteousness of the law, 
against which he writes, treats it with snch contemptuous 
language : for after having mentioned those privileges which, 
while a Pharisee, he so greatly valued, (and principally among 
these, that as to the righteousness of the law he was blame- 
less,) he adds, that having known Christ, he accounts ali Phn. 3. e. 
these things not only to be a loss, but dung, which iseems to «nc^iSaXo. 
be the same as /cvalfiaXovy offal thrown to dogs : the word 
certainly signifies something vile and loathsome. Now who 
can suppose that the Apostle would speak thus reproachfuUy 
of the true righteousness of the law ? But, undoubtedly, he 
speaks of that human, negative, extemal and hypocritical, 
partial and frivolous righteousness, which he had leamt in 
the schools of the Pharisees ; and no one, who weighs what 
we have just said of Jewish righteousness, will wonder that 
this appeared to him, when enlightened by grace, as vile, 
sordid, and loathsome as dung. 



•* See B. I, eh. i. 20. and Feuardentius' notes on both passages. 

BULL. O 
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DI ss. § 10. FourtUy^ and lastly^ from this description of Jewìsli 
— 5: — doctrinesj the aim of the Apostle in the whole of his arga- 



ment against the Jews clearly appears. In trath^ he is 
wholly bent on this : that wretched men who were continning 
actuaUy in sin but remaìning nnappalled through confidence 
in some fancied righteousness^ asleep as the saying is with 
both ears^ should at last awaken; and that aeknowledging 
their misery^ being also assured of the trath of what our 
Mat 6. 20. Lord hath told them^ that urdess their righteoumess exceeded 
that which the Scribes and Pharisees taught, they caidd noi 
enter into the kingdom of heaven, should fly as suppliants te 
Christ^ the Mediator^ both to obtain pardon from Him of 
the greatest sins of which they were stili guilty^ and to beg 
for the grace of the Holy Spirit and of His Gospel, by which, 
being deUvered from the dominion of sin, they might arrive 
at that trae and spiritual righteousness, wìthout which no 
man can he accepted by God unto salvation. In one word, 
the Apostle does not drive the Jews from the trae righteous- 
ness of Works, but calls them from a false and pretended 
one^ that he might lead them to that which was trae. 



CHAP. XVIII. 

THE CON CLU8I0N ; CONTAINIKG AN EPITOME OF THE WHOLE WORK, WITH 
A SEBIOUS ADMOKITION TO THE BEADEE DILIGENTLT TO GUABD AGAINST 
POUB EBBOBS tN THIS CONTBOYBBST CONGEBNING JU8TIFICATION. 

§ 1. By the blessing of God we have now reached the 
conclusion of our work. It is time to bring it to an end. 
My observations concerning the mutuai agreement of St Paul 
and St. James bave been made, if not with the care so im- 
portant a subject demanded, yet at least as far as my time» 
leisure, and abUities would allow, 

§ 2. The sum of ali is this : St. Paul rejects from justifica- 
tion the following descriptions of works : — Ist. Bitual works 
prescrìbed by the ceremonial law. 2nd. Moral works per- 
formed by the naturai powers of man, in a state either of the 
law, or mere nature, before and without the grace of the 
Gtjspel. 3rd. Jewish works, or that trifling righteousness 
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inculcated by the Jewish masters. 4th and lastly. Ali chap. 

Works separate from Christ the Mediator, which would ob- '— 

tain eternai salvation by their own power, or without refe- 
rence to the covenant of grace established by the blood of 
Christ. St. James also, on his part, recommends none of 
these Works, as appears from the whole tener of his Epistle. 
On the other band, that moral works arìsìng from the grace 
of the Gospel do efficaciously conduce, by virtue of the 
Gospel covenant, to the justification of man and his eternai 
salvation, and so are absolutely necessary, St. Patd not 
only does not deny but is employed almost entirely in esta- 
blishing. And this is the only point for which St. James 
contends. 

§ 3. It was my intention to bave given the reader, at the 
end of this work, a pian of the whole doctrine of justification, 
drawn up according to the meaning of both the Apostles ; 
but, for the present at least, I bave thought proper to omit 
it, lest the work should run out to too great a length, and 
especially because the prudent and attentive reader will find 
sufficient upon that point, in the course of these dissertations. 
I would therefore only seriously guard the reader against 
a fourfold error in this controversy conceming justification. 

§ 4. Let him first carefully avoid that dreadful error of 
some Roman Catholics (of some I say, for it must be ac- 
knowledged that ali do not think so) who bave not hesitated 
to assert that a heavenly reward is due to the good works of 
the just from condignity ; that is, on account of their own 
intrinsic goodness and worth. Surely those do not deserve 
the name of Chrìstians who teach such a kind of merìt. And 
I will confidently pronounce, that those who bave thoroughly 
ìmbibed such a shocking opinion bave never known or felt 
the grace of Christ. Modesty of mind is the very soul of 
Christianity, without .which a man is but the corpse of a 
Christian, not a true and living Christian. But to such 
modesty what can be more opposite than this proud pre- 
smnption of merit? Indeed if there were any such merit, 
it would belong to those who say and think nothing of their 
own merits ; for as Cyprian observes*, " In the Church there 

• Epist ad Lapsos. [Ep. 27. p. 38.] good deeds, meaiis not to reckon as re- 
(Opus suum nunquam Domino impu- ceived but as paid, — Vide Grot. in An- 
tavcrunt) Imputare, when it refers to not. ad Lue. xvii. 7. 

o2 
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196 God a debtor noi to us bui io Himself. 

DIS& have been always those who bave nobly and wonderfuUy 
— ^ — acted^ and yet never regarded tbe Lord as tberefore indebted 
to tbem/* The aim and intention of St. Paul in wbat be 
says conceming justificatìon^ is completely in oppositìon to 
tbìs opinion^ it being bis wbole endeavour to cut off ali 
buman merita and ali opportunity for boasting^ from tbese 
proud setters-up of tbeir own works. The exceptions wbich 
tbese patrons of merit make^ that the Apostle denies merit 
only to Works done without grace, is extremely unmeaning ; 
for it is clearer than tbe sun that the Apostle denies justi- 
fication and salvation to works done without grace^ because^ 
ìf tbey were admitted^ some merit would seem to arise^ and 
men would bave some cause for boasting ; on the contrary^ 
be tberefore allows justification and salvation to works pro- 
ceeding from grace^ because by tbese means ali human merit 
vanishes^ and ali cause for boasting in man is tbus taken 
away^ and the wbole glory and bonour of our salvation 
redounds to God, the bestower of it : so that by the very 
same argument wbich our sophists use to establisb. tbeir 
condignity of works, doth St. Paul overtum tbeir merit, 
namely, because tbey derive tbeir origin from grace. 

§ 5. Whoever then regards bis salvation must guard against 
that calculating pride, and cali not Almighty God to account 
as if in any degree indebted to bim. He will remember that 
the right wbich the good works of tbe just bave to eternai 
life, is founded only in tbe Gospel covenant and promise, 
the source of wbich covenant and promise is the mere and 
wonderful mercy of God the Father, through Jesus the Son. 
Wbich Bernard tbus elegantly expresses upon the Apostle's 
2Tim.48. words: "Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of 
righteousness/* " The crown,^^ says he, " wbich St. Paul ex- 
pected, is the crown of righteousness, not of bis own, but of 
God^s righteousness ; because it was right that God should 
pay wbat He owed, but He owed because He promised.'* 
You may add, but He promised because He pleased, on 
account of His own good pleasure through Jesus Christ. 
That observation of Augustine^s on the hundred-and-ninth 
Psalm deserves notice^: "God is faithful who hath made 
Himself a debtor to us, not by receiving any thing from us, 

' [§ l.vol. iv. p. 1228.] 
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but by promising so great thìngs to \xs" And that of Fui- chap. 

gentiuss : " From His bounty He thought proper to make '- 

Himself a debtor;'^ although even tbese expressions are 
somewliat improper; and therefore Thomas, and the other 
schoohnen, preferred saying that God made Himself a debtor 
by His promises, not to us but to Himself; i. e. to His own 
determination, it being agreeable to His trath that He should 
perform His promises. 

§ 6. From this error in particular concerning the merit of 
good Works in the matter of justification^ onr Holy Mother, 
the English Chnrch, would guard her sons by the eleventh 
article; whose words are these : " We are accounted righteous 
before Grod only for the merit of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ, by faith, and not for our own works or deservings : 
wherefore that we are justified by faith only is a most whole- 
some doctrine, and very full of comfort, as is more largely 
expressed in the HomUy of Justification/' The words are 
plain, " only for the merit of our Lord, &c. and not for our 
own Works or deservings." It is indeed added, by faith, 
chiefly because confidence in the merits of Jesus Christ is 
principally neeessary to the justification of man, united with 
a perfect renunciatión of our own merits, for without such 
due modesty of mind it cannot be that our works, of what- 
ever other vaine, would please God unto salvation. This is 
the same as is meant in the Confession of Augsburg, which, 
as it is the most noble and ancient of ali the Beformed 
Churches, so both here and in other places, the heads of our 
Church have followed it, so that whoever is ignorant of it 
can searcely know the true meaning of our Articles; 
where in the twentieth article they acknowledge repentance 
(which includes ali works preceding a man^s justification) to 
be entirely neeessary unto justification, yet assert neverthe- 
less, that we are justified by faith, evidently in this sense, 
that in our contrition or repentance there is no worthiness to 
deserve the grace of justification, and that for Christ^s sake 
alone remission of sins is given us, and in short, that ali 
Christians who intend to be justified must be perfectly per- 
suaded of this truth. The words are, ^^Although some con- 
trition or repentance be neeessary, yet it must be observed 

K In Prolog. lib. ad Monimum. 
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198 ^ Faith* used to exclude ali merit ; 

DI ss. that remission of sms is granted ns^ and we are made just 

— instead of unjustj that is, the reconciled or accepted sons of 

Gt)d, freely for Chiisf s sake, not on account of the worthi- 
ness of Olir contrition, or of any works preceding or following 
it. But this blessing must be received by faith, by which 
we are to believe that for Christ^s sake remission of sins and 
justification are given us. This doctrine affords sure conso- 
lation to frightened minds/' Who does not remark the 
coincidence between these last words and the conclusion of 
our eleventh article ? In the fourth artìcle of this Confes- 
sion are the following words : " Since the Gospel brìngs our 
sins to light, the alarmed soul ought to be conyinoed that 
freely to us, for Chrisf s sake, are granted remission of sins 
and justification by faith, by which we ought to believe and 
confess that these things are granted to us f(»r Chnst, who 
was made a sacrifìce for us, and appeased the Father. Al- 
though, therefore, the Gospel requires repentance, yet that 
the remission of sins might be certaih to us, it shews that it 
is given freely, i. e. does not depend upon any condition <rf 
our worthiness, neither is it given on account of any preced- 
ing Works, nor the value of any following ones ; for remission 
would be uncertaìn if it should be supposed that it became 
ours only, after we had deserved it by preceding works, or 
when our repentance was sufficiently worthy/' where, by 
the way, it must be carefully observed that the Augsbui^ 
theologians, when they so frequently put forward faith, \xj 
which we believe that our sins are remitted freely, do not 
mean that every one ought to believe that bis sins in parti- 
culor are forgiven, and that this is the only justifying faith, 
(as many who profess to follow the Augsburg Confession im- 
properly explain it,) but they mean this only, whenever we 
are justified remission of sins is given freely and not from 
the merit of our works ; and this is necessary to be believed 
by aU justified persons. Their express words are: "We 
ought to believe and profess that these things are given us 
for Christ's sake,^^ &c. But if any one doubts that this is 
the very meaning and intention of our Church in the eleventh 
article, I will produce an undeniable evidence agaìnst him, 
namely, the Church herself professedly, and in express words, 
thus explaining herself in the second part of the Homily on 
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Salvatiou : " But this sayìng^ that we be jnstified by faith e H a P. 



only, freely and witbout works, is spoken for to take away ^^ ^ . 
clearly ali merit of our works, as being nnable to deserve our [p.22.6xf' 
jiistification at God's hand^ and thereby most plainly to ex-^ -is^o.] 
press the weakness of man and the goodness of God^ the 
great infirmity of ourselves and the might and power of God, 
the imperfection of our own works and the most abundant 
grace of our Sarionr Chrìst ; and therefore wholly to ascribe 
the merit and deserving of our justification unto Christ only, 
and His most precious blood-shedding/^ Our Church ex- 
presses her meaning stili more clearly shortly afterwards in 
the same Homily : " The true understanding of this doctrine, [p. 23.] 
*We be justified freely by faith without works, or, that we 
be justified by faith in Christ only,^ is not that this our own 
act to believe in Christ, or this faith in Christ which is in us, 
doth justify US, and deserve our justification unto us, (for 
that were to account ourselves justified by some act or virtue 
that is within ourselves,) but the true understanding and 
meaning thereof is, that although we bear God's word and 
believe it, although we bave faith, hope, charity, repentance, 
dread, and fear of God within us, and do never so many 
works thereunto ; yet we must renoimce the merit of ali our 
said virtues of faith, hope, charity, and aU other virtues, and 
good deeds, which we either bave done, shall do, or can do, 
as things that be far too weak and insufficient and imperfect 
to deserve remission of our sins and our justification, and 
therefore we must trust only in God's mercy and that sacri- 
fice which our High Priest and Saviour, Christ Jesus, the 
Son of Gt>d, once offered for us on the cross, to obtain 
thereby God's grace and remission, as well of our originai 
sin in Baptism, as of ali actual sins committed by us after 
our Baptism, if we truly repent, and turn unfeignedly to 
Him again.'' What can be said more clearly? for our 
Church bere openly professeth, that she, by this her doc- 
trine, we are justified by faith only, did not mean that faith 
alone, without works, was sufficient unto justification, or that 
in the work of justification any eflBcacy or worth is to be 
attributed to faith above the other virtues ; but that what 
she means is this, that as to the meritorious cause of our 
justification, we must equally disregard faith, and ali other 
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200 Of the pkrase ^juatifieatùm by faith ordy.^ 

D 1 8 s. virtues and works, and trust only to the Divine jnercy and 

the merita of our Saviour. Moreover, she so denies the 

merit of good works^ that at the same tìme she sufficientiy 
and plainly allows their necessity to obtain justification^ ac- 
knowledgìng that true and unfeigned repentance ìs the indis- 
pensable condition of the remission to he obtained. With 
this coincides the Augsburg Confessione (art. 20^) on fedth : 
'' When therefore we say that ' we are justìfied by faith/ we 
do not mean that we are made just on account of any vahie 
of that virtue^ but this^ that we obtain remission of sin^ and 
the imputation of righteousness^ through mercy for Chrisf s 
sake/^ And soon after in the same article^ '^ But St. Paul^ 
when he says ^ faith was reckoned for righteousness/ speaks 
of confidenee in the mercy promised through Christ. And 
the meaning is^ that men are prcmounced just, i. e. recon- 
ciled in merey, and not for their own goodness^ but that this 
mercy promised for Christ^s sake must he received by faith. 
In this sense^ the uncommonness of the Apostle^s expression^ 
'we are justified by faith/ offendeth no good men, if they 
understand it to be strictly said of mercy, and that it is 
omamented by true and necessary praise/' &c. You bere 
see the aim of the Augsburg Confession, in saying, we are 
justified freely by faith only ; namely, to depress the sup- 
posed vaine of our own woi^s, and that the mercy of God, 
and the merits of Christ, might receive thei» due praises. 
Besides, they confess that the Apostle^s expression, we are 
justified by faith, is not strictly to be taken, but is figurative. 
So our Church in the Homily on Salvation, Part 3. 
[p.26.] " Truth it is that our own works do not justify us, to speak 

properly of our justification, that is to say, our works do not 
merit or deserve remission of our sins, and make us of unjust 
just before God; but God of His own mercy, through the 
only merits and deservings of His Son Jesus Christ, doth 
justify US. Nevertheless, because faith doth directly send us 
to Christ for remission of our sins, and that by faith given us 
of God, we embrace the promise of God's mercy, and of the 
remission of our sins (which thing none other of our virtues 
or Works properly doth), therefore the Scripture useth to say, 
' th^t faith without works doth justify.' " 

From which words appears the whole of what must be 
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separately attributed to faith in the work of justìfication in e h a p. 
the opinion of onr Church, which is this : that although other ~ — ^— 
virtues are no less necessary to justification than faith^ and 
faith in reality has no more eflFect in it than any other virtue, 
but yet of ali the virtues faith is that one by which we 
embrace the Gospel promise^ by which promise we are 
justified ; therefore by a convenient phrase^ onr justification 
may and is usually attributed to faith only^ and this by a 
metonymy, in which the act is put for the object with which 
it has to do. 

Cassander saw this^ and so approved of the teaching of 
the Augsburg Confessione màking the following remark in 
his advice conceming the above-mentioned artide''; ''But 
that which Protestants say, that we are justified by faith 
only, is more tolerable since they explain themselves by 
saying that by the word faith, they mean grace, which 
answers to it, so that to be justified by faith only, is the 
same as to be. justified by grace only, not by works,'' i. e. 
not by the merit of works. And in truth this is the mean* 
ing of ali sounder Protestants. Thus the Wirtemberg Con- 
fession in the article on Justification'; ''We believe and 
confess that for doing and exerdsing righteousness accept- 
able to God, these virtues are necessary; faith, hope, and 
charity; and that man cannot conceive these virtues of 
himself, but receives them from the favour and grace of 
God, and that faith works by love. But we consider that 
they are most opposed to the true Apostolic and Catholic 
doctrine, who teach that a man becomes acceptable to God, 
' and is accounted righteous before Gt)d on account of these 
virtues/ and that he must trust to the merits of these virtues 
at the judgment of God. For a man is made acceptable to 
God, and accounted righteous before Him, solely for the sake 
of the Son of God, our Lord Jesus Christ, by faith ; and at 
the judgment of God no confidence is to be placed in any 
merit of those virtues which we have, but solely in the merit 
of our Lord Jesus Christ which becomes ours by faith. 
And since at God^s tribunal, where true and eternai 
righteousness and salvation is treated of, there is plainly no 
place for men^s merits, but only for the mercy of God and 

h P. 18, 19. ex cdit Grotii. * Syntag. Confess. p. 144. 
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202 Recaonsfor retaimng the word ' (yrdy f 

DI ss. the sole merits of our Lord Jesus Chrìst^ who is received 

li* 



by US througli faith : wherefore we consider that the ancieuts 
and Olir Fathers said correctiy, We are justified before God by 
faith only/^ So also the speakers on behalf of the Augsburg 
Confessione at the second conference at Ratisbon : ^^ It re- 
mains that we use the word on/^, and say that men are 
justified by faith only : for some misrepresent this^ aa ìf we 
meant that a mere lifeless opinion conceming the Christian 
religion were sufficient for a man^s salvation^ without any 
regeneration of the man to the will of God, without repent- 
ance, and without the exerdse of good works, as if by this 
word only we exclude from faith, hope and charity. Sut 
we in preaching justifying faith, at the same time explain 
what it is, and plainly testify that that is not true faith 
in Christ which is without repentance for sins, hope and 
charity, and the exerdse of good works. And when we 
say with the holy Fathers, that we are justified by fiedth 
only, we declare that it means the same as in the Apostle's 
words, that we are justified freely and without works ; so 
that this word ardy excludes good works and other yirtues 
not firom the justified man, but from the power of meriting 
remission of sins and eternai life ; so that to say ^ we are 
justified by faith only,' is nothing else but that we are justi^ 
fied by no merits of our own, but by Christ's alone, which 
are given to us, and we on our part apprehend by faith. And 
since this is the genuine use of this word, and the ancient 
Church used the same for the edifying of the fiùth, it is not 
for US to concede the use of it to those who endeavour to 
detract &om the grace of God, by the praise of human 
works. As neither would the holy Fathers of old concede to 
the Arians the word òfjLoovavov, ' of one substance,' when they 
saw that by so doing they, would he giving a kind of appro- 
bation to their impiety, and obscuring the truth. For the 
Church of Christ is mistress, as of things, so also of words, as 
far as this, that she make use of ali, both things and words, for 
the edifying of the faith in Christ.'' The same speakers, in their 
answer to the twenty-first reply of the speakers of the oppo- 
pp. 252, site party, put forth the same views. The Romamsts had 
said, " Ye yourselves, and the superiors of your order, bave 
judged that the word only is offensive, and therefore 
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should be omitted : why then do you not give it up both now e H A P. 
and for ever, for public peace and edification ? Surely it is a ^'^"^' 
Ckristian^s duty to avoid ali offences as far as in him lies. 
Now this word only is a great stumbling-block to many^ 
nor is it given ns in Scripture: wherefore it may be 
omitted without any injury to saving doctrine. It is there- 
fore your duty to give it up/' To which, after a few remarks 
in explanation and defence of this word^ the speakers on our 
side reply: " Notwithstanding, if some pious men ore of- 
fended at this word who yet admit the thing itself, namely, 
that we are justified by the sole mercy of God and merits of 
Christ, and by no virtue or merit of our own, we wish not to 
grieve or oflFend such by this word, which as we use it very 
rarely elsewhere, so neither is it inserted in our own Confes- 
sion. And yet on that account to reject it and condemn its 
use, as that cannot be right, so no one ought to require it 
of US. Least of ali is it lawful to concede this word to those, 
who by that concession would endeavour to confirm man in 
that error than which none is more dangerous, That our 
justification is not of the grace of God alone, and the sole 
merits of Christ, but in some measure of our works and yir- 
tues : justification, that is, of life, and the confidence of ever- 
lasting salvation. Neither is that word 6fioov<nov expressed 
in Scripture in so many letters, yet since that,'' &c. In the 
same way is the doctrine explained in the Eepetition of the 
Augsburg Confession, written in the year of our Lord 1552, 
that it might be shewn to the Council of Trent; and pub- 
lished first under the name of the Confession of Doctrine of 
the Saxon Churches, and afterwards confirmed by the general 
consent of the Churches and Universities which foUowed the 
Augsburg Confession: which in the part on remission of 
sins and justification thus teaches^ : " Therefore this phrase 
' we are justified by faith,' must be understood correlatively, 
that is, we are justified by confidence in the Son of Qt)d, not 
on account of our own quality, but because He is the Pro- 
pitiator in whom the heart relies," &c. And again: ^'And 
here we must speak of the exclusive particle : St. Paul so 
often repeats the word ' freel/ {gratis), by which word it is 
most certain that the condition of our merits are excluded. 

■» Corpus Theolog. p. 244. et Syntag. Confess. p. 81. 
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204 Melanct?um*8 teaching sound : 

D I s s. Therefore it is said in our Churclies^ ^ we are justìfied by faith 
— -- — only/ Which we thus understand and declare : ' fireely/ on 
account of the only Mediator, not on account of our contri- 
tion or any other merits of our own^ are remission of sins and 
reconciliation granted unto us. For although contrition pre- 
cedes consolation; and the love of God^ and many other 
virtues^ are excited together with this faith or confidence ; yet 
these virtues are not the cause or merit of remission of sins^ 
nor on account of these is a person acceptable/' &c. And so^ 
lastly^ Melancthon on the word /ai/A*. " Wherefore, when it 
is said ^ we are justified by faith/ nothing else is meant than 
that we receive remission of sins and are accounted rìghteous 
for the sake of the Son of God j and since this blessing must 
be apprehendedj it is said to be so by faith ; that ìs^ con- 
fidence in the mercy promised for Christ's sake. The prò- 
position^ then^ * we are righteous by faith/ must be under- 
stood correlatively ; that is, through mercy for the sake of 
the Son of God are we righteous or accepted. The nature 
of nouns relative™ in use is well known ; and as love, fear, and 
other names of aflEections are spoken relatively, so also is con- 
fidence. Nor do I very much fear the foolish reproofs of the 
unleamed ; neither do I object to what some bring forward, 
namely, that love is joined to this confidence. But when we 
say, ' we are justified by faith/ we point to the Son of God 
sitting at the right band of the Father, interceding for us : 
for His sake we say that reconciliation is given to us, we 
withdraw the merit of reconcUiatìon from our virtues, what- 
ever they may be.^^ And yet afberwards in its place, it is 
said that love and the other virtues ought to exist in the 
regenerate. ^^ And in short, when we are accused of this 
dogma, that we say ' a man is justified by faith,^ we are only 
accused because we aflSrm that we receive reconciliation for 
the sake of the Son of God, not for our own worthiness ; and 

* In loc. prscipiis Theolog. Corpus to someihing of whìch it is the head. 

Theolog. p. 424. [voi. L p. 199. Op. Sce S. Thom. Sum. 1. P. a xiii. Art. 

ed. 1562.] viL ad 1. Yallius. Log. de ad aliquìd 

™ ' Secundum dici/ which is opposed Q. viii. e 2. p. 535, says of these that 

to * secundum esse/ where a thing is they may he viewed in three ways ; 

what it is only with respect to another, ahsolutely in themselves, only in their 

as father to son. These, on the con- relation, or hoth in themselves and in 

trary, are only names of things to which relation. Melancthon seems here to 

certain relations helong, as a head is take the second of these. — Ed. 
in itself a head, hut has a relation also 
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that this blessing is to be beKeved, or apprehended by this e H A p. 

faith or confidence, and Christ's merita to be opposed to our ^ 

sin and commendation^ and that God is to be called upon in 
this faith or confidence which looks up to the Son of God/^ 
It is most certain that these opinions are the veiy voice of 
the Gospel, and the continuai belief of the trae Church. In 
the same hook, in treating of faith^ inasmuch as it is a part 
of repentance, he says°: " Contrition® without faith is the 
horrible dread and grief of the soni flying from God, as in 
Saul and Judas, wherefore it is no good work. But contri- 
tion with faith is the dread and fear of the soul not flying from 
God, but acknowledging the righteous anger of God, and 
truly grieving for having neglected or despised Him, and yet 
coming to Him and imploring pardon. Such grief beeomes 
a good work and sacrifice, as the Psalmist saith : * The Ps. 6i. n. 
sacrifice of God is a troubled spirit : a broken and a contrite 
heart, O God, shalt Thou not despise/ And yet it is neces- 
sary to censure and reject the opinion which supposes that 
men merit remission of sins by contrition, or that remission 
of sins is granted them for the worthiness of their contrition. 
The voice of the Gospel must be kept to which proclaims, 
Sins are remitted freely for the sake of the Son of God. This 
must be exclusively held, that due honour be paid to Christ, 
and likewise that terrified souls may obtain certain consola- 
tions ; for they would be driven to despair were they obliged 
to feel that they had not remission unless their grief were 
sufficiently worth and enough. This simple view does away 
with" many labyrinths of disputes.^' From these proofs it 
must be quite clear how entirely amiss most later Protestants 
have understood the doctrine of the early ones conceming 
justifìcation by faith only, in supposing that they attributed to 
faith, above ali the other virtues, an instrumentality, strictly 
speaking, in the work of justifìcation. This is a mere dream, 
for it is plain from their own teaching, which we have 
explained at length, that they ascribe no especial eflBcacy, and 
so no instrumentality to faith above other virtues in the 
matter of justifìcation, but that they only meant that faith 

" Corp. Theolog. p. 536. voi. i from contrition by the absence of love, 

p. 247. ' — See in lìb. Sent. iv. Dìst. xvii. Art, 

° This is what is called by the school I. 9. 3. — Ed, 
Divines attritiony and distinguished 
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206 Juit^fieation the office of God only. 

D 18 & alone, of ali other TÌrtues, signifies a respect to the firee mercy 

■ — of Qoà promised through Chrìst, wliich is the primary cause 

of oiur justification, and so, by a figurative, bnt net an im- 
proper method of speaking, we may say we are jusiified by 
faith only ; and that this expression is by ali means to be 
kept, because it is best suited to express that grace and 
mercy of God by which, for Christ's sake, we are justified, and 
so entirely to remove ali human merits from the work of 
justification, which the Fathers of the English Church bave 
wcll expressed in the Homily on Salvation (Part III.) : ^^ And 
this form of speaking use we, in the humbling of ourselves to 
Gh)d, and to gire ali the gloiy to our Saviour Christ, who 
is best worthy to bave it/' Ccrtainly our Church, however 
Bogers and others, somewhat bold, and so in many places 
most unfortunate interpreters of our Articles, may bave other- 
wise understood ber meaning, hath most plainly denied this 
instrumentality of faith in the Homily on Salvation (Part IT.) ; 
[p. 28.] for she thus speaks : '' Justification is not the office of man, 
but of Gk)d,'' &c. And again, '' Justification is the office of 
God only, and is not a thing we render unto Him, but which 
we receive of Him f &c. And thence she expressly concludes, 
that as to the act and office itself of justifying, nothing more 
must be ascribed to faith than to other virtues, as is plain 
from the words immediately following and those already 
quoted. And surely the conclusion is clearer than the light; 
for if justification is the act and office of God alone, it is 
most certain that neither faith nor any thing else of ours, 
can possibly take the place of an instrument in the work of 
justification, since every instrument is of such a nature as to 
concur of necessity with the principal efficient cause, as we 
bave elsewhere remarked in our Dissertations. 

I will sum up the matter in a few words. When the first 
Protestants taught that we were justified by faith alone, they 
did not therefore mean that by this faith other virtues and 
other good works were excluded, as by no means necessary 
for obtaining of justification, or that faith had in the 
work of justification a greater effect than other virtues. But 
they would bave this proposition regarded as true in this 
sense only, that the word faith denotes such an obedience as 
is united with confidence in the merits of Jesus Christ, and a 
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perfect rejection of ali merits of our own, and which therefore e H A Pi 
excludes ali those works which are performed with any con- ^^^"^ 
fidence in, or opinion of, our own merits. It is this which 
Melancthon means in his Apology for the Augsburg Con- 
fession, in answer to the question, What is justifying faith? 
" The diflference between faith and the righteousness of the 
law, may be easily perceived. Faith is a service, Xarpela, 
which receives from God the blessings offered us ; the righte- 
ousness of the law, that which presents to Him our own 
merits. By faith God would be so worshipped that we 
should receive from Him what He promises and offersP.^' 
Which is clearly explained by Ludovic Crocius**. ''^ Faith 
alone justifies so far as it denotes a certain obedience waiting 
for the promise as a free gift, wherefore, formally, it consìsts 
in the application of the promise. Yet certain dispositions 
precede this very act of faith, and certain fìruits follow, whence 
the word includes many vìrtues and acts both preceding and 
foUowing it, and it is opposed to that obedience which does 
not expect the promise as a &ee gifb, but as a reward proposed 
on the condition of some work, without that acknowledgment 
and gratitude which is naturally required in every gift how- 
ever free. And obedience of this kind is by the Apostle 
peculiarly called a ' work,' and by the Latins properly, ' merit/ 
and those who obey on this condition are called ^workers.' 
And if the expression be so understood, those works which are 
inconsistent with faith, i. e. which are performed in confidence 
of their own merit, are entirely excluded, not only being 
denied as able to justify, but even to be present in the 
justified, or in those who are to be justified.^' To this I 
think it unnecessary to add a word. But it must be careftdly 
observed, that ali the testimonies of our Church which I 
bave as yet produced, are taken from the Homily on the 
Justificatìon or Salvation of man. To which Homily, as a 
fuUer explanation of the eleventh article, our Church expressly 
refers us. What room for doubt thén remains? Do we 
enquire after the senso of the eleventh article? We are 
referred in that very article to the Homily on the Salvation 

P Page 92. [voi. i. p. 64.] div. Can. Dissert vii. p. 973 et 982— 

q In Syntagm. iv. 7, p. Ì223. Vid. 985. 
etiam Conrad. Bergli praxin. Catholìc. 
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208 Opposite error of Anttnamians. 

D I s 8. of man. What doth the Church teach there ? She declares 

— again aiid again^ and that in the most express words, that in 

this article she opposes the merit only of good works^. 
Neither is it undeserving of notice, that of the thirty-nine 
artieles of the Church of England^ thirty-eight are laid down 
without any explanation ; bnt this one, on the Justification of 
man^ is not given without this express caution^ that a fiiller 
and more complete explanation of it must be sought in the 
Homily on Justification. For the reverend Fathers of our 
Church were very anxious lest any man^ too superstitiously 
adhering to the words of the article^ should twist them into 
some dangerous sense, which alas ! we see at this day to be 
too much done by many ; therefore it is wonderfiil with what 
anxiety and care those excellent and wise men provided that 
their doctrine of justification by faith only should not other- 
wìse be understood than as we have explained it, namely, 
that by it ali presumption of our merits being entirely taken 
away, the grace of God, and the merits of our Saviour Christ, 
might receive their due, even the highest degree of honour 
and esteem. And thus far of the merit of good works. 

Having passed therefore this Charybdis of the Bomanists, 
let the Christian reader avoid in every possible way the 
Scylla of the opposite side. I mean the error of the Soli- 
fidians and Antinomians, who entirely deny the necessity of 
good works to eternai justification and salvation. Of this 
most dreadfìil heresy, this must be first observed, that the 
supporters of it, while they reject the necessity of good works, 
lest there should be any appearance of merit, by that veiy 
step actually establish the merit of good works. For why do 
they deny that good works are necessary to justification and 
salvation ? Because, to be sure, if this be allowed, our justi- 
Kar' ò^fti' fication and salvation would then be of debt, not of grace, 
xZ^***^^ that is, the pure grace of God. Does it not clearly follow, 
from this mode of reasoning, that there is always some merit 
in the good works of men f Now this is the very thing for 
which the Roman Catholics contend. Yet this by the way. 
But the necessity of good works depends upon the same 
circumstance as their vaine and efficacy ; that is, they avail 
unto justification and salvation only so far as they are a 

' See especially Homily on Salvation, Part III. in the beginnìng. 
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eondition to which God, of His mere favour, hath promised e f* a p. 

in the Gospel covenant justification and salvation. And for - 

that very cause we rightly conclude them to be necessary, 
because no man, according to the Gospel covenant, can be 
justified, or obtain salvation, who does not fulfil the eondition 
of that covenant. The case is this : God being moved of His 
infinite goodness signally to bless us, but being prevented 
by sins which deserved punishment, appointed that Christ, 
willingly from His love towards us, by suffering most dreadful 
torture, a cruci and shamefiil déath, should pay the punish- 
ment due to our sins, that the proof of Divine justice being 
thus evidenced, He might impart His blessings to men in 
such manner as should seem best to His wisdom. By which 
the gate of heaven was opened to miserable sinners, pardon 
of their sins and eternai life were offered to them, and not 
only offered but even assigned over by a covenant, drawn up 
and ratified upon the best and most righteous conditions, 
which is called the Gospel covenant. From the whole of 
this pian are excluded not only our works, but faith itself, 
and every thing we can cali our own. But these things are 
not the same with justification, they altogether belong to 
satisfaction, and the obtaining of salvation. Now this 
covenant being established,^that any one should actually and 
really be a partaker of the benefits it comprehends, it is abso- 
lutely required that he should perform the eondition pre- 
scribed in it, which being performed, and not otherwise, he 
is by that covenant justified. But we bave shewn, by many 
reasons and arguments, that this eondition includes not only 
faith, but repentance, and the study of good works. Here 
the merit of Christ does not perform that office which many 
so dangerously and absurdly dream. For Christ hath not 
merited, nor is His righteousness imputed to us for this . 
purpose, that we should be freed from the conditions of the 
Gospel laid upon us by Himself, (that is, faith, repentance, 
and the study of good works,) but by His merit He hath 
obtained that upon this most righteous eondition we might 
become partakers of salvation, and He also hath merited grace 
for US, by which we are enabled to perform that very eondi- 
tion. It is therefore greatly to be wished, that this distinc- 
tion between procuring mlvation and the application of it by 
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210 Repentance, hope, charity, fear of God, 

DI ss. the GkMpel covenant^ however it may seem sufficiently 
''.— obviouSy was more rìghtly understood by most theologians ; 
for ìf it were^ an end would easily be put to many great dia- 
putes in this controversy. 

§ 8. What we bave said conceming the absolute necessity 
of good Works is most certaìn : nevertheless^ even bere tbere 
Ì8 need of some caution, tbat tbe Christian reader may 
accurately distinguish between the first and second justifica- 
tion^ and so between the good works which are necessary to 
each. And bere it must be understood^ that only the internai 
Works of faith^ repentance^ hope^ charity^ &c. are absolutely 
necessary to the first justification ; but the other extemal 
works, which appear in outward actions, or in the exercise of 
the . above-named virtues, are only the signs and firuit of 
internai piety, being subsequent to justification, and to be 
performed provided opportunity be given. Without doubt this 
is the meaning of our Church in the twelfbh article^ where 
it is said that works are the &uìt of faith, and, as it were, 
signs by which faith is known, and which foUow the justifi- 
cation of man. For bere by works must necessarily be un- 
derstood extemal works, or that actual obedience which pro- 
duces a continued course of actions. This may be proved by 
the strongest arguments. 

For Ist. The Church, in express words, teaches that repent- 
ance, charity, and the fear of God, are necessarily, inseparably, 
and always united with that faith which precedes justification. 
For thus the Homily on Salvation, (Part II.,) explains the 
opinion of the Fathers' saying, that men are justified by faith 
[p. 21.] alone: " Nevertheless this sentence, that we be justified by 
faith only, is not so meant of them, that the said justifying 
faith is alone in man, without true repentance, hope, chaaìty, 
dread and the fear of Grod at any tiine and season.^' 2ndly. 
Our Church every where inculcates repentance in particular, 
as a preceding disposition necessarily required to obtain 
pardon of sins. Of this, innumerable proofs might be given ; 
but he who dares to doubt whether this be the doctrine of 
our Church, has too unworthy an opinion of ber. 8rdly. The 
works which the twelfth article of the Church affirms to be 
posterior to justification, are undoubtedly of the same kind 
with those which, in the immediately preceding words of the 
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same article, are called the fruits of faith. aud by which, in chap. 

XVIII 

the end of the article, faith is said to be extemally manifested. '— 

Now it is most certain that our Church by works, which 
she affirms to be the fruits and signs of faith, means extemal 
Works only, which are conspicuous to men, and which ex- 
temally prove the sincerity (otherwise known to God alone) 
of onr faith, Le, our internai piety, that it may, in some 
measure, be perceived by men : for who in his senses would 
say that faith is shewn by the internai virtues of hope, con- 
trition, charity, &c. as by signs? surely these virtues are 
just as internai and removed from the sight of men as faith 
itself. If you say that the Church here speaks of the notifi- 
cation of our faith, not to others but to ourselves, we are 
just where we were, for our internai virtues as weU as our 
faith are unknown even to ourselves. Therefore the sense 
of the Church is manifestly this, that true and lively faith, 
such, namely, as hath a sincere purpose of obedience, united 
with confidence in Christ, (for so our Church often professedly 
explains herself in the Homily on Faith, Part I.,) is not shewn 
either to ourselves or others, but by works corresponding to 
such faith. Does any one stili doubt? the Church aflFords 
him stili farther information in the second part of the Homily 
on Faith, which is entirely on this subject. There, after 
having shewn in the first Homily, that lively faith compre- 
hends hope, charity, and the fear of God, she proceeds to 
shew how each of these internai virtues must be proved and 
shewn by extemal acts corresponding to their nature. Among 
other things it is said, that Christ Himself " doth most clearly [pt. 2. 
aiiirm that faith, hope, and charity, cannot consist or stand ' '-* 
without good and godly works.'' And in the conclusion : [?• 37.] 
" As the love of God is tried by good works, so is the fear of 
God also, as the Wise Man saith : ' The dread of God putteth Eccies. 1. 
away sia/ and again, 'He that feareth the Lord wiU do ' * ' 
good works.' " Who now doubts but that by these works the 
Chiu'ch means only extemal works ? for certainly the virtues 
of hope, charity, and the fear of God, are internai works. 

§ 9. Fourthly and lastly. In this sense our Church clearly [pt. 1. p. 
explains herself in the Homily on Good Works, where are 
quoted the words of Chrysostom»; "I can shew a man that 

« In Sennone de Fid. et Leg. et Sp. S. 

p3 
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212 Howfarfaith mthoui extemal works is accepted. 

n 1 s s. by faith without works lived, and carne to heaven ; but with- 

'■ — out faitli never man had life. The thief that was hanged 

when Chrìst suffered^ did believe only^ and the most mercìfìil 
Qod justified him. And because no man shall say agaìn that 
he laeked thne to do good works for else he would bave done 
them, truth it is, and I will not contend therein, but this I 
will surely affirm, that faith only saved him. If he had lived, 
and not regarded faith and the works thereof, he should haye 
lost bis salvation again/^ Every one must see that bere 
Chrysostom, and our Church after him, speaks only of ex- 
ternal works, or pious actions; for first, these words are 
spoken of those works only, without which a faithful man 
may arrive at the kingdom of heaven; but without the 
internai virtues of faith, hope, and charity, no man can be 
saved, as ali in their senses allow. Lastly, the thief suffering, 
together with our Saviour, ou the cross, is bere produced as 
an efxample^ But it is certain that the thief was possessed 
not only of faith, but of repentance for bis own sins, and 
sincere love towards Christ and bis companion. Lastly, those 
Works only are bere alluded to which a faithful person, 
through want of time and opportunity, sometimes cannot 
perform. Thus doth the Church explain the meaning of 
[p. 44.] Chrysostom in the words imraediately following : " Here ye 
bave beard the mind of St. Chrysostom, whereby you may 
perceive that neither faith is without works (baving oppor- 
tunity thereto) nor works can avail to everlasting life without 
faith.^^ Now external works only can want time and oppor- 
tunity, to internai works there is no such obstacle. Thus 
elsewhere doth Chrysostom explain himself'*: "Virtue of 
mind must be sought for, which God knows before works.^' 
Similar to which is the observation of Jerome^: '^In the 
law works are required, which whoever does shall live in 
them. In the Gospel the will is required, which, although it 
cannot be put into execution, does not lose its reward/' 
Grotiusy, therefore, rightly observes that in the words of the 
Fathers, when they say men are justified by faith even before 
works, that such faith must be understood as includes the 

» Vide Davenant Disput de Just. p. 612.] 
Act. e. 30. in arg. ultimo, p. 390. « In Mat xi. 30. [wl. vii. p. 74, 75.] 

u In Rom. ix. 10. [Hom. 16. voi. ix. y In prior Anuot. ad Jac. ii. 14. 
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Justification preserved only by a course of holiness, 213 

purpose of obeying God and the Gospel, inflamed with a love e H A P. 

of God and our neighbour, if not the most perfect, at least . '— 

sincere : which is called " believing with the whole heart/' Acts 8. 37. 
But such faith^ Grotius continues, if death should immedi- 
ately follow it, is said to be without works; not because 
unaecompanied by pious thoughts and sometimes pious 
words and deeds^ but because the intervening time did not 
allow of a conspicuous and continued course of well-doing. 
Por Works {rà epya) signify that which the Greek Fathers, 
particularly Chrysostom, often cali {'iroXiTeUi) conversation*. 
But the sum of this doctrine that incomparable man hath 
elsewhere briefly and excellently explained in these words* : 
'^ Where faith arrives at that pitch as to beget a sincere pur- 
pose of obedience, which cannot be without love of God and 
our neighbour, although that love may arrive at a much 
higher degree of perfection, his sins who is such, that is, has 
a perfected faith, fictea formata, as Catholics cali it, a faith 
consisting not in the intellect only, but in the will, his sins 
are forgiven ; and if he should die such, he would have a right 
to eternai life, because so it seemeth good to God, according 
to His great goodness. But if after this, life be granted to 
him in order to retain that right, a pious hearing of the yoke, 
and particularly an abstinence from ali those crimes^ which 
injure the conscience, and exclude from the kingdom of 
heaven, must be observed ; for a complete pardon and right 
to eternai life is given on this law and condition. This is 
the doctrine of the Apostles, and ali the ancients/^ I add, 
of our Church also, which constantly teaches that the grace 
of justification, first obtained by a lively faith, cannot be pre- 
served but by a continued course of good living. This is 
evident from the words of Chrysostom concerning the faithful 
thief above quoted, which our Church not only cites but 
approves : " if he had lived, and not regarded faith and the 
Works thereof, he should have lost his salvation again." So 
in the second part of the Homily on Salvation, this expression 
of the Pathers, that we are jmtifiedfreely, is thus explained : 



■ [Vid. Chrysost. in Rom. ii. 29. ad Art. 4. 

Hom. 6. Oxford Translatìon ISé-l. and •» What these are, the following pas- 

note. Ed.] sages shew. l Cor. vi. 9, 10. Gal. v. 

a In Annot. ad Consult. Cassand. 19 — 21. 
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214 Bp. Davenant on the neceasUy ofgood ivorks. 

D I s s. — " Whcn they say that we should be jostified freely, they 
— ^ — >mean not that we shoiild or might afterward be idle, and 
* that nothìng should be required on olir parta afterward/' 

Lastly^ our Chiurch in the sixteenth article^ expressly teaches, 
that after we have received the Holy Ohost^ we may, by fall- 
ing into sin^ fall firom grace. The divines of Augsbui^ 
deliver the same opinion in their eleventh article^ where they 
condemn the Anabaptists^ ''who deny that those who are 
once justified can ever again lose the Holy Spirit/' And in 
the twentieth article, concemìng the obedience of works^ 
they teach ''that those who commìt mortai sins are not 
righteous, because God requires this obedience, that we 
should resist wicked lusts ; but they who, instead of striving 
against them obey them, contrary to the commands of God, 
and commit actions contrary to their conscience, they are 
unrighteous, and neither retain the Holy Spirit, nor faith, that 
is, the confidence of mercy." 

§ 10. I will finish this discussion with the words of a most 
leamed and excellent Prelate of our Church, who both well 
knew and firmly retained the orthodox doctrine on this point, 
and hath successfully defended it against the sophìstry of 
Bellarmine, and other Roman Catholics. I mean Davenant, 
Bishop of Salisbury, who, in his very leamed Disputations 
chap. 31. conceming habitual and actual righteousness, thus explains 
and confirms, in two brief but clear theses, whatever we have 
advanced here and elsewhere in these Dissertations concem- 
ing the necessity of good works*^. 

'' Conclusion 5th. Some good works are necessary unto 
justification as concurrent or foregoing conditions, although 
they are. not necessary as efficient or meritorious causes. 
Among these good works I reckon those internai ones which 
are of great weight with God, although not perceptible by 
man, as grief for sin, hatred of it, a humble subjection to 
God, a flying to the mercy of God, hope in the mediation of 
Christ, an intention to lead a new life, and the hke to these : 
for the Divine mercy doth not justify stocks, that is, men who 
do nothing, nor horses and mules, t. e. men who resist the 
grace oflfered, and obstinately adhere to their own lusts, but 
men, and these when struck with compunction and sorrow, 

«^ Vide et cap. 30. Thes. 1. Arg. 2. 
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and following the guidance of the word and the Holy chap. 

Spirit. — ^And here let it be notieed, that when we say any '— 

thing to be necessary unto the obtaining this or that end^ 
these words mean not a necessity of cause but of order. 
Although, therefore, I should allow this proposition, 'that 
good Works are necessary unto justification/ it cannot thence 
be infeired that they are necessary as causes^ much less as 
meritorious ones. For example: If I should say that to 
obtain the honour of knighthood it is necessary to go to the 
king's palace and kneel before him, it would be absurd for 
any one thence to conclude^ that the mere gofng there and 
kneeling down are the meritorious causes of obtaining that 
rank. In like manner must it be understood of ali these 
Works which on our part are said to be necessary to obtain 
justification/' 

'' Conclusion 6th. Good works are necessary to retain and 
preserve the state of justification, not as causes which by 
themselves effect and deserve this preservation, but as means 
and conditions, without which God will not preserve the grace 
of justification in men. And here these same works must be 
regarded in the same point of view as those in the preceding 
conclusion ; for as no one receives that general justification 
which &ees tram the guilt of ali preceding sins, unless it be 
accompanied by repentance, faith, the purpose of a new Hfe, 
and other actions of a like nature ; so no person retains a 
state free from guilt, with respect to subsequent sins, unless 
the same actions intervene of believing in God, praying to 
Him, mortifying the flesh, daily repentance and sorrow for 
sins daily committed. The reason why on our part ali these 
qualities are necessary, is this ; that if these be always want- 
ing, the vices opposite to them will begin to appear, which 
vices are repugnant to the nature of a justified person ; for if 
you take away faith in God and prayer, contempt of the 
Deity and infidelity instantly succeed; if you take away 
mortification and the exercise of repentance, overpowering 
lust, and sins poUuting the conscience, rush in. Therefore, 
because God is unwilling that the unbelieving, the obstinate, 
and the carnai, should enjoy the benefit of justification. He 
requires daily works of faith, repentance, and mortification, 
whose presence turn out, as it were, and keep away unbelief. 
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216 Grace of God neeea$ary alike io ali, 

D 18 8. obstinacy, presumption, and otber things opposite to justify- 
— — — ing grace, and particolar pardon for partìcular sins ìs obtoined. 
Rmii.8.is. Hence St. Paul says, ' il ye live after the flesb ye shall die ;' 
Heb.a 13. and * Take beed, bretbren^ le«t there be in any of you an eTil 
heart of unbelief in departing from the livìng God/ '' &c. 
Thus bave I shewn tbat the necesaity of good works is taught 
fully in our Articlet and Homilies, tbat hencefortb no man^ 
of the refuse of the Antinomians^ may seek patronage for 
bis dreadfìil beresy in the most boly teaching of our Church. 
§ 11. Tbirdly. Moreover, in this question we must dili- 
gently guard against the Pelagian beresy ; and the necessity 
of good Works must be so understood^ as at the same time to 
acknowledge^ and tbat from the heart, tbat the assistance of 
a pre-disposing and all-powerful grace is indispensably neces- 
sary that any shouid perform works truly good, ». e, accept- 
able unto salvation. From grace, the beginning, increase, 
and completion of our righteousness flow. To sinners it gives 
faith and repentance, to the faitbful a good life, to those who 
live arìght perseverance, to the persevering the crown of 
righteousness. So that there is none unto whom this grace 
is not necessary for righteousness ; the sinner stands in need 
of it that he may acquire righteousness ; the rìghteous that 
be may not lose it. So that the grace of God has the pre- 
eminence in idi men, and through ali things^ Therefore 
Caelestinus rightly observes to the Gallican Bishop's letter**; 
^' We confess God to be the cause of ali good inclinations, 
works, designs, and virtues, unto which a man is inclined 
from the very beginning of bis faith, and we doubt not but 
that ali human merits are produoed from His grace.'^ The 
praise of Divine grace fiUs every page of St. Paul^s Epistles ; 
and you would suppose them to bave actually been written 
by a kind of prophetic anticipation against Pelagius. And 
St. James also, however strenuous' an asserter he may be of 
good works, stili openly acknowledges the thorough necessity 
of grace, the free gift of the Father from above, pointing it 
Ghap. i out as the only source of every saving virtue and good work. 
He also carefully warns ali Christians to guard against the 
opposite error as most dangerous. The Synod at Orango bath 
therefore well remarked ; *' If any one supposes tbat by the 

^ Ch. 12. [Vide Cassianì Opera, ed. t62S, p. 905.] 
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Pelaffian and Manickean heresies io be avoided. 217 

mere vigour of nature he can imagìne any good thing which e H a p. 
maj conduce to eternai lìfe, or choose any such thing, or even 



consent unto any wholesome, t. e. evangelica! preaching, he 
is evidently without the illumination and inspiration of the 
Holy Ghost, is deceived by a heretical spirit, not understand- 
ing the word of God, saying in the Gospel, ' without Me ye 
can do nothing/ And that of the Apostle, ' Not that we are 
sufficient of ourselves, to think any thing as of ourselves, but 
Gur sufficiency is of God®/ " And' : '' A man has nothing of 
his own but fìdsehood and sin ; but if any man has truth 
and righteousness, he has it from that foundation for which 
we ought to thirst in this desert, that being sprinkled as it 
were by some drops from it we faint not by the way/^ 

§ 12. Mistrusting then our own strength, let us worship 
God the Father as the source of every thing good ; let us 
embrace Christ as the channel of grace, through and for 
whom the Father pleases it should be derived to us ; let us 
continually cleave to Him, and from His fulness, by Constant 
prayer, draw grace for grace; let us depend solely on Him ; Heb. 12.2. 
let US lift up our eyes unto Him as " the Author and Pinisher 
of our faith/^ Our house built on this foundation will be 
immoreable ; but if we depend on our own strength, it will 
be without foundation, and, however magnificent in the eyes 
of men, will quickly fall to utter min. " Let therefore'^ (to 
use the blessed Jerome^s? words) " our whole discourse be a 
prayer to God ; let every prayer and petition demand the 
clemency of our Creator, that we, who cannot be preserved 
by our own strength and endeavours, may be saved by His 
mercy/' 

§ 13. Fourthly and lastly. Whilst we avoid Pelagianism, 
by acknowledging the necessity of grace, let us take care, on 
the other band, that we fall not into the abyss of Manichean 
folly, by taking away free will, and the co-operation of human 
industry. The middle, the royal way must bere be chosen, 
so as to tum neither to the left band nor to the right, which 
will be done if we suppose that with grace, but in subjection 
to it, the freedom of the will amicably unites. This saying 

* Can. 7. [Vide Cassìanì Opera, p. Articles of our Church. 
909.] « Lib. iii. Dialog. adv. Pelag. p. 302. 

' Can. 22. See tenth and sixteenth [ § 10. voi. ii. p. 770.] 
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218 Cancurrence qfgrace wiihfree vnìl a mystery 

D 1 8 s. of Augustine^ is commoB, and well known : " If there be no 

'- — grace of Qt)d, how can He save the world ? and if there be no 

firee will^ how can He judge it V^ In like manner Bernard' : 
''Take away firee wìll, and nothing is left to be saved; take 
away grace^ and there is nothing left which can save/' 
Therefore we must not so urge the liberty of the will as to 
be hostile to grace^ nor so preadi up grace as to take away 
firee will. It is hard to say firom which of these two errors 
the greatest dangers arise. '^Let not/' Yossius well ob- 
serves^^ ''Let not our idleness be increased by him who de- 
nies firee will, nor our pride by him who is ignorant of the 
gift of grace. In answer to both there must be equally 
preached the justice of Gk>d, which assuredly cannot exist 
without fi^e will, and His mercy, which the enemies of grace 
would undermine.^' But greater danger seems to be threat- 
ened by a denial of firee will than of grace, as that leamed 
man observes ; *^ for this last error is so very gross as always 
to be evident; and the light of the Gospel is so clearly given 
on this subject, that it can infect none but the unleamed and 
profane, whom ignorance and self-confidence easily seduce; 
espedally if the pride of worldly glory be added. But ali 
modest and pious men are more subject to the heresies of 
those who, like the Chaldeans, conceming whom John of 
Salisbury speaks in his Polycraticon, ' impose a kind of fatai 
necessity on affairs, under pretence of humility and reverence 
to Ood, fearing lest His providence should be destroyed, 
unless a necessity accompanied the course of affairs.' Which 
error, concealed by the veil of humility and piety, has, in 
proportion to its secrecy, the more dangerous effect upon the 
minds of men." ExceUent, indeed, are the words of Augus- 
tine, which are praised by the same great man^, '^ Some are 
exalted to be proud by a too great confidence in their own 
will, and some are cast into negligence by a too great diffi- 
dence of their will. The former say, Why should we beg of 
Gk)d that we be not conquered by temptation, when this is in 
our power? The latter,Why should we endeavour to live well. 



t» Epist 46. ad Valent. [Ep. 214, 2. ^ Hist Pelag. i. 1. [voi. vi. p. 553.] 

voi. ìi. p. 791.] I In Johan. Homil. i^, [§ 8. voi. ìii. 

* De Grada et lib. art. [Op. ed. 1586, pt. 2. p. 647. 
p.1177.] 
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since this is in the power of Qod only ? O God and Father, e h a p. 

which art in heaven, lead us into neither of these temptations^ '—- 

but deliver ns from evil." Truly then, and according to the 
sense of ali the Fathers (in Grotius's opinion) hath Tertullian 
said""^ ^^It is not the part of a good and sound fidth to be 
perpetually referring to the will of God, and so to ilatter 
one's self by saying that nothing is done without His per- 
missione as if we knew not that there was something in our- 
selves. But every thing will be excused if we maintain that 
nothing is done in us without the will of God/' that is, as 
Gxotius rightly says, without His predisposing will. 

§ 14. But perfectly divine is that advice of St. PauFs to chap. 2. 
the PhiUppians, '^ Work out your own salvation with fear and ^^ '^ 
trembling; for it is God which worketh in you both to will 
and to do of His good pleasure.'' Which is, Work out your 
salvation with the greatest modesty and humility of mind, — 
for so some of the Fathers interpret '^with fear and trem- 
bling," as if it were the same as, with lowliness, {fiera raTreir- 
vo<f>poavv7j(:,) — sirice you can do nothing of yourselves in the 
work of your salvation, but it is necessary that the grace of 
God should work in you, and with you. Or, Work out your 
salvation with great fear and anxiety, lest you should be 
wanting to the grace of God, and extinguish His Spirit, 
which, if It should desert and leave you, would entirely 
destroy your salvation. Or, Work out your salvation with 
care and diligence, and be not afraid lest you should not 
bave strength to ftdfil what I recommend, for God worketh 
with you in this matter, and is ready of His goodness to 
assist you in overcoming ali difEiculties. In whatever man- 
ner you interpret these words of the Apostle, they totally 
overtum the irresistible operation of grace; for unto what 
purpose would be this grave exhortation of the Apostle's, 
that we should work out our own salvation, if we could not 
work? 

§ 15. Exactly to define and to lay down the manner of the 
concurrence of Divine grace with the will of man, to say what 
grace can do alone, and what free will, in conjunction with 
and in subjection to grace, is a matter of no small difficulty ; 
and by many leamed and pious men hath been justly reck- 

" De Exhortatione Castitatis, p. 519. 
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220 Conclusion. 

I) I s s. oned among the deep and unsearchable things of Ood. There- 

— fore by the authorìty and great wisdom of our excellent 

King^ it was ordered that none of our divines in their ser- 
mons should attempt to explain this ìnscrutable mystery. 
But although we be ignorant of the manner^ the thing itself 
must be firmly believed. 

§ 16. These^ then^ are the observations, my Christian 
reader^ which I thought ìt necessary particularly to ìmpress 
on your mind, lest you should either mìstake the meaning of 
these Dissertations^ or^ in this matter of the hìghest import- 
ance, at the hazard of your salvation, err from the truth. 

This be thy wisdom, Epicurus' care 

To seek where's ' vacuuni/ and what ' atoms' are. 

Scholastic difficulties, laborious trifles, and leamed follies, 
leave to those who delight in such things. You, if you know 
these things, will be wise ; if you do them, happy. 

To the Triune God, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, be ali 
honour, glory, and praìse for ever and ever. Amen. 
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THE AUTHOR'S POSTSCRIPT 



TO THE 

READER, 

SUBJOINBD TO THE FIBST EDITION OF THESB DISSEUTATIONS. 

You must know, kind reader, that these IHssertations, 
together with the Preface prefixed to them, were written and 
sent to the press some years ago, when I was quite young. 
This is not the place for saying why they were published so 
late. I am now almost sorry that I even, at last, allowed an 
early uniìnìshed work to he published, especially as the 
subject requìred a more experienced judgment and greater 
care. But I am much distressed that the production, of 
itself but too imperfect, and sufBciently declaring the in- 
ability of its author, should be disgraced by such bad mis- 
takes, if they are not worse than mistakes, of the press, both 
in the pointing and in the text. I was not, however, able to 
correct the sheets myself, and it is not surprising that my 
hand-writing, which is very illegible when I write in a hurry, 
should have puzzled the compositor. 

These mistakes, then, can be only remedied bymyreaders' 
kindness, and I earnestly beg them favourably to accept this 
my first attempt in Theological studies, not refiising the 
trouble of correcting for themselves the most important errors 
of the press which are bere noted, and to forgive me for any 
others which, in the review I have hastily made, may have 
escaped my notice. Again farewell. 
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INDEX. 



A. 

Ahrahamt justified not by faith alone, 
but by obedience, 44. called the 
friend o£ God, 45. not justified by 
Works, i e. done by bis own strength, 
152| 153. bis rìghteousness subse- 
quent to bis faith, 154. bis faith op- 
posed only to those of bis works done 
witbout grace, 155. had no cause for 
boasting, 156. an idolater prìor to bis 
cali, 158, 159. desenred nothing of 
God, ib. why used as an example 
by St James and St Paul, 160. 
descent from, useless witbout bis 
obedience, 192. 

AlmSf their efficacy in obtaìning par- 
don, 15. lequired by the Ancient 
Church previous to absolution, and 
called àyaOoépyicu, 15, 16. 

Altkafner, blasphemy of, 4. 

AnahaptisUf condemned by the Con- 
fession of Augsburg, 214. 

AntinorMOM, whence they arose, 21. 
entirely . deny necessity of good 
Works, 208. find no support in the 
teaching of our Church, 215. 

Assent, found in devils, 23. alone will 
not produce piety, 24. 

Atsurance absolute, doctrine of, great 
disg^race of Reformed Churches, 26. 
not an act of justifying faith, ib. 

Asirology, dangers arisìng from, 178. 
opposed by St James, 179. 

Aòrhs èyitj meaning of àie phrase, 112. 



B. 



Banlt St., rejected the opinion that the 
precepts of the law were impossible, 
as blasphemous, 86. 

Bucer, wherein to he praised, 53. 



Catneronf weakness of bis arguments, 
35, 36, 37. dogma about knowledge, 
23. reproved by Episcopius, ib, 

ChrUty His vindication of the law, 21. 
explained the moral law, ib. requires 
its observance, tb. has not fireed us 
from obedience, 209. His merita bave 
obtained grace for us, but not a re- 
lease £rom obedience, ib. 

Christian, his contest victorious through 
grace, 115. 

Ckristiant, to he judged by the law of 
the Oospel, 29. freedfrom the do- 
minion of sin, 99. more required of, 
than of Jews, 168. 

CircumcisUm, of the heart, the gift 
of the Holy Spirit, 136. necessity 
of, opposed by St Paul, 167. not 
necessary to justification, ib. of the 
heart necessary to Christians, 167> 
168. 

Clement, St., of Rome, testimony to St 
Paul's teaching, 161. 

Commtmion with God impossible witb- 
out holiness, 13. 

Cor\ference at Ratisbon, 201. 

Coi^ession of Augsburg, the most 
ancient and best, 197 — 203. of the 
Saxon Churches, 203. 

Ccnfidence, nature of Christian, 24 — 28. 
conditional, 25. useless witbout love, 
ib. common to good and bad, 27. 
danger of trusting in it, ib. comes 
from a good conscìence, 28. 

ContHtion, witbout faith called attrition, 
204. 

Covewmt, Mosaic, its twofold defect, 
78. of Sinai, contained no promise 
of the Holy Spirit, 134 made Deut 
30. 6. not tke same with that of 
Sinai, 135. tbis the foretaste of 
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INDEX. 



the Oospel covenant (see Jer. 81. 31 ; 
Heb, 8. 8.), 136. Hebrew docton re- 
fer it to the timet of the Measiah, 
137. 
'Crociui Ludovic, ezplanation of faith, 
207. 



Davenant, on good works, 214, 215. 
Decaiogue, perfected and explained by 

Christ, 20. 
DevilSf no real virtue, and so no true 

faith, 49. must bclieve, ib. 
A€{rr€poy ràyna, meaning of, 176. 



Ebùmf preferred Moses to Christ, 184. 
Epicurus laughed at a notion of a future 

life, 127. 
Estenes, hardly to be accounted Jews, 

1 73. their manner of life, ib. 
*F| ^f»7in', *by Works,* how used by 

St. James, 10, 16. 



Faith, in what 4sen8e said to be the in- 
sirument of justificatiou, 17. wherein 
superìor to ali other virtues, 19. 
the Toot and sourceof ali goodness, 
ib. not considered in Scripture as a 
single work, ib. three acts of, Know- 
ledge, Assent, Confidence, 23, 24. per- 
feeted by works, 32. the same to the 
Boul as breath to the body, 51. differ- 
ence between perfected (formata) and 
imperfected (in/orwii*), 53. of miracles 
the highest, 59. whether it can be 
separated from love, 60. expresses 
easiness of the conditton, 66. ex- 
cludes ali merit, 68, 69. 156. implies 
Divine revelation and aid, 69. obedi- 
ence if opposed to naturai righteous- 
ness, 70. expects its reward only 
from free gift of God, ib. refers ali 
to Christ, 71. obedience to the Gos- 
pel, of which it is the root and 
foundation, 148. obedience of, ex- 
cludes merit, 156. presupposes a 
Divine revelation, ib. establishes the 
law by obtaining grace, 165. instru- 
mentality of, above other virtues, 
not taught by our Church, 206. a 
service, receives what God offers, ib. 
not to be separated from repentance, 
love, &c. 210, 211. how far without 
Works is accepted, 212. teaching of 
the Fathers on this point, ib. does 
not so refer ali things to God's will 



as to forget we bave a will also, 

219. 
Familittt, origìn of tfaeir enors, 21. 
Fate (see Pharìsees). 

* Fatfier of HghU,* how used by St. 

James, 180, 181. 

* Flesh,* the powers of natme without 

grace, 152. opposed to Spirìt, grace, 
&c. 170. 
Fret wiUf does not diminisb the power 
of grace, 144. corrupt opinions of 
the Jews on, 169. more mistaken 
tban those of the heathens, 170. 



G. 

Galatians, greatly comipted by Juda- 
ism, 74w 

God, can be obeyed wìth ali our 
strength, 85. commands nothing im- 
possible, 86. approvai of His law 
common to good and bad, 108. pur- 
pose in giving the Mosaic law, 137. 
His design in the strictness of the 
law, 168. alone the Author of apy 
good in US, 182. a debtor not to us, 
but to Himself, 1 97. hath made Hìm- 
self so by His promises, ib. requires 
daily exercise of good works &c. 215. 

Goody difference between * willing* and 
' doing,' 106. delight in it found in 
the unregenerate, 108. 

Gospel, bestowR eternai pardon, 8. bet- 
ter hope of the, 122. the ministra- 
tion of theSpirit, 133. 

Gnostici, 193. 

Grace, can be given before justification, 
1 62. denial of this almost blasphemy, 
ib. restores the law to its true posi- 
tion, 165. necessary alike to ali, to 
the most holy, to the greatest sinner, 
216. concurrence of with free will a 
mystery not to be explained, though 
firmly believed, 218, 219'. 

Grotiustvrioiìg in his interpretati on of 
the word * to justify,' 6. opinion on 
faith, 63« 

H. 

Herod, example of a wicked person de- 
lighting in good, 108. 



Idolatry, the greatest of sins, 1 59. 
Immortality, brought to light by the 

Gospel, 127. 
* Impute,* * imputation,' jneaniug of the 

words, 8. 156. 
Inconsistency of those who reject the 

true doctrine of justification, 40. 
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James, Si. doctrine of justification fouod 
in every page of Holy Scripture, 1 1. 
taught expressly by our Saviour, 12. 
and by the Apostles, 13. does not 
speak of justificatìon before men, 
45. that he speaks of a false faith 
refuted, 49. meanìng of a dead faith, 
compares it to a deiuL body, 60, 5\, 
Jewt, rested in an extemal and defec- 
tiye rìghteousness, 183. satisfied 
with a negative religion, 184. and 
a mere abstinence from gross erìmes, 
186. neglected the errors of the 
heart, 185, 186. held that the 
observance of one precept merited 
salvation, 187, 188. such notions re- 
buked and denouneed by our Lord, 
188. supposed they were at liberty 
to make choice of the command- 
menta, 188. adherence to traditional 
rites, tò. substituted these for love 
and holiness, 189. false notions of 
the Messiah, 190, 191. really Solifi- 
dians, as such reproved by St. Paul, 
191, 192. 
John of Salisbury, 218. 
Judaism, attacked by St. Paul, 74. 
dreadful effects of, on the Christian 
Churches, ih. 
Judas, example of contrition without 

faith, 205. 
Judgment last, according to works, 29. 
Justify, raeaning of the word, 6. used 

in a judicial sense, ih, 
Just\ficati(m, subsequent to sanctifica- 
tion, 14. analogous to a human trial, 
19. contains three things, ih. declara- 
tive, 29. active or habitual, ih. divi- 
sion of, into first and second, con- 
trary to the meaning of the Apostles, 
54, 55. a continued not an instanta- 
neous act, 44, 163. preservedonlyby 
a course of holiness, 163, 214. 



KitnchVt perversion of Ps. 66, 18. 186. 

Knowìedge, found in the worst of men, 
23. that called by the schoolmen 
cognitio qffectiva, 65, words denoting, 
generally include its effects, 146. 



of the Gospel, and therefore iniper- 
fect, 81. permitted sins, ih, possibility 
of fulfilling the, no new opinion, 85. 
no promise of a perfect remission, 
91. no promise of grace, 95, could 
not repress men's lusts, 96. Chris- 
tians freed from its carnai ceremo- 
nies, 97. indirectly excited sin, 98. 
its precepts carnai, promises tempo- 
ra!, 121. wanted thegifts of the Holy 
Spirit, 132. ministry of the letter 
and of death, ih. restricted by Au- 
gustine to the covenant of Sinai, 
137. only pointed out grace, did not 
bestow it, 166. its strictness a type 
of Gospel righteousness, 168. com- 
pleted and fulfìlled in the Gospel. 
190. *" 

Lihertines, origin of tlieir errors, 21. 

Life, indications of a future in the Old 
Testament scanty and obscure, 1 23. 
foreshadowed in types, 124. doctrine 
of a future, taught more clearly in 
later times, 126, 127. 

Love, the form of justifying faith, 25. 
necessary for the perfection of ali 
good Works, 37. 

Luther, taught that no law was given to 
Christians, 21. none imposed as a 
condition of salvation, ih. 

M. 

Maimonides, error respecting free will, 
170 — 172. bis principio of self- 
power, ih, he opposed the doctrines 
of fate and necessity, 173^ 

Man, * inward' and * nèw' not the same, 
109. inward the mind or intellect, 110. 

Manichean heresy to be avoided, 217. 
more dangerous than Pelagianism, 
218,219. 

MeUmcthon, explanation of the word 
faith, 204. Ids teaching sound, ih, 
perverted and misunderstood by later 
Protestants, 205. Apology for the 
Augsburg Confession, 207. 

Modesty, the soul of Christianity, 19^. 

Mortijication, daily practice, one of the 
indispensable means of keeping from 
sin, 215. 

Mosaie rites not necessary for justifi- 
cation, 166. 



O. 



Law, the, affords only temperai forgive- 
ness, 8. 93. by which Christians will 
be tried, 20. why a law of liberty, ih, 
righteousness of the, confers merit, 
70. moral and ritual, 77. did not re- 
quire a perfect obedience, 79. type 

BULL. i 



Ohedience, necessity of, 60, 61. not an 

impossible condition, 62. 
* Only,* reasons for retaining the word, 

201. used by the ancient Church, 
not to be neglected because abused, 

202, 203. 
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Paraut' arguments on Rom. 7. dis- 
cussed and refuted, 102—113. would 
esclude works of faith from justifi- 
cation, 150. 

Paul, St. rejecU some works entirely 
from jiutìncatìon» 38. to beinterpreted 
by St James, 57. denotes by faith 
the whole Gospel covenant, 58. ex- 
plains faith by obedience, ib. why he 
speaks of faith only, 64. aim in argu- 
ing against works, 72. Rabbinical 
additions lejected by, 75. excludes 
Works of the naturai law, 76. opposes 
Gentile philosophy, ib. how far he 
excludes moral works of the law, 77, 
78. teaches perfect obedience, 84. 
frequently speaks in another's per- 
son, 102. not speaking of himself or 
of any regenerate person, Rom. 7. 
92, 117. bis meaning of being * with- 
out the law,' 104. lus thanksgiving, 
Rom. 7. 25. how to he understood, 
111. distinguishes between 'works,' 
and ' good works,' 143. speaks 
(Rom. 4.) of Abraham before bis 
cali, 150. supports and strengthens 
St James' doctrine, 163. reasons for 
speaking so strongly against the law, 
193. 

Pelagian heresy, caution against, 216. 

Pkariseest theìr doctrine of fate, 174. 
difference of opinions as to their 
notion of fate, ib, divided ali eyents 
between three causes, 175. virtually 
did away with free will, 178. doctrine 
of fate made God the author of sin, 
180. 

Piety, why called knowledge, 65. none 
widiout knowledge of God and His 
will, t6. 

Plaeaus, notion of a twofold accusation 
unfounded, 56. 

HoXiTtiof how used by the Fathers, 
213. 

Prayer, not expressly commanded in 
the law, 120. 

Procruates, 183. 

Protestanti, teaching of the first, sound, 
206. 

Pythagoraans, doctrine of metempsy- 
chosis, 127. 

R. 

RemisHon of sins, none without obedi- 
ence, 27. of sins given only to the 
guileless and loving, 162. 

Repentance, not a single work, 14, 15. 
necessary for justification, 14. un- 
availing without alms, 15. necessarily 
■ubsequent to faith, 16. 



Returrectiim of Christ the earnest of a 

future life, 130. 
Righteoutnett, absolute, impossible to 

man in this life, 80. that not ' in us' 

but 'of US,' called our own, 146. 

attained only by the Gospel, 164. 

fulfilled in US through the Spirìt, 

ib. 
Rites of the law completed, fulfilled 

by Christ, 72. 



Sadduceet, did not reject the prophetical 
books, 128. maintained the doctrine 
of free will independent of grace, 
174. maintained absolute * self-power* 
of the will, 182. 

Sacrificet, their efiects only temporal 
and extemal, 93. 

Samtt, extremely few under the old 
covenant, 88. 139. most of these 
guilty of some sin, 89. of the Old 
Testament looked forward to a future 
life, 125. inferior to the early Chris- 
tians, 140. 

Salvation, absurdity of hoping for, with- 
out performing the conditions, 209. 

Saul, example of contrition without 
faith, 205. 

Sin, hatred of, found in heathens, 106. 

Solifidians, deny the necessity of good 
works, 208. 

Saul, Platonic notions of the, 128. 
Pharisees maintained, Saddacees re- 
jected its immortality, 128. 

Spirit Holy, given of old by measure, 
139. to Christians abundantly, 164. 
miraculous outpouring a testimony 
to the doctrine of justification by 
faith, 141, 142. those under, cannot 
obey theflesh, 116. 

Stoics, doctrine of the (ÌKirópù»<ris,) con- 
flagration of souls, 1 27. 

Synod of Bori, 144. of Grange, 216, 217. 

^wiitofuu r<jp voftj^, 108. 



Talmudista, absurd notions about a 

future life, 129. 
Testamenti Old, divided into two parta, 

123, 134. 
Thief, case of the penitent explained, 

211,212. 
Truth compels ber opponents to use 

ber own words, 32. 

W. 

Works, those performed by our own 
powers alone occasion boastìng, 143. 



Digitized by 



Google 



INDEX. 



227 



cannot be good without the freedom 
of the will, 1 44. done without grace 
alone rejected from justification, 145. 
performed by grace cannot interfere 
with grace, 149. condignity of, to be 
rejected, 195. merit of, alone opposed 
by our Church, 207. internai only, 
necessary to the first justification, 
210. ìmpossible to be good without 
grace, 213. 

good, not the meritorious 



cause of justification, 10. not merely 
signs of faith, 31. not of themselves 



deserviug of eternai life, ih. ob- 
tain a right to eternai life, 39. per- 
formed by the grace of God, 144. 
can precede justification, 162. denial 
of thìs false and dangerous, ih, 
cannot precede the grace of God, 
ih, necessity of, taught by our 
Church, 209 — 216. necessary as 
means and conditions, 214. 

" Workethj he that,'* he who works 
without grace, 157. 

'* By Works,** siguifies the indispens- 
able condition, 1 1 . 



FATHERS QUOTED AND REFERRED TO BY BP. BULL 
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St. Ambrose, 151. 

St Augustine, 55, 57, 83, 90, 99, 113, 123, 160, 162, 165, 218. 

St. Basii, 86. 

St. Bernard, 196, 218. 

St. Clement of Rome, 68, 161. 

St. Clement of Alexandria, 185. 

St Chrysostom, 86, 103, 165, 211, 212, 213. 

St Cyprian, 195. 

St. Epiphanius, 179. 

Fulgentius, 197. 

St Irenseus, 193. 

St Jerome, 103, 212,217. 

Justin Martyr, 68, 72, 85, 128, 167, 179. 

Lactantius, 107. 

Origen, 91, 110, 113, 151. 

Tertullian, 110, 219. 

Theophylact, 189. 
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Sro. 105. 6rf. 

SERMONS 

ON THE EPISTLE TO THE ROMANS AND OTHERS. 

By the Rev. T. W. ALLIES, M.A., Rector of Launton, Oxon. 

8t?o. 7^. 6rf. Illustrated hy Engravings, Pari IV. of 

THE BAPTISTERY, or THE WAY OF ETERNAL LIFE. 

BY THE AUTHOR OF "THE CATHEDRAL." 

Just published, small Svo, 7s, 6d, 
THE SEARCH AFTER PROSERPINE, 

RECOLLECTIONS OP GREECE, AND OTHER POEMS. 
BY AUBREY DE VERE. 

By the same Author, small 8vo, 7s. 6d, 
THE WALDENSES, OR THE FALL OF RORA: 

A LYBICAL SKETCH, WITH OTHER POEMS. 

ISnio, withfour woodcuts. ìs. 
HENRY VERNON; or, THE LITTLE ANGLO-INDIAN. 

By the Author of " LITTLE MARY." 

A new edition. l2mo, 2s, 6d. 

THE CHURCH CATECHISM EXPLAINED. 

By WILLIAM BEVERIDGE, D.D., sometime Lord Bishop of St. Asaph. 

2 Vols. 8vo. 1/. ìs. 
PRiELECTlONES ACADEMIC.E 
Oxouii HabìtSQ a JOANNE KEBLE, A.M., Poeticae PublicoPraelectore. 

12mo. Price 6s, 
THE OXFORD UNIVERSITY CALENDAR, 

Fox the year 1841. 
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Fcap. 8vo. 28. 6d. 
THE DEVOTIONS OF BISHOP ANDREWES, 

Translated from the Greek and arranged anew. 
Part I. by ihe Rev. J. H. Newman, B.D. 
Part II. by the Rey. J. M. Ne ale, in the Press. 

Fcap. Svo. 58. 

OF THE IMITATION OF CHRIST. 

Four Books, ascrìbed to THOMAS A KEMPIS. 

In the Pre88, d2mo. reprinied entirefrom the /olio EcUtum, 

A SHORT AND PLAIN INSTRUCTION FOR THE SETTER UNDER8TANDINO OF THE 

LORirS SUPPER. 
TowbSchisannexed, THE OFFICE OF THE HOLY COMMUNION, 

WITH PROPER HELPS AND DIRECTIONS. 

BY THOMAS WILSON, D.D., sometime Lord Bishop of Sodor and Man. 
82mo. 2s. The Thirty-first Edition. 

OFFICIUM EUCHARISTICUM. 

A Preparatory Service to a devout and worthy reception of the Lord's Supfer. 

To which Ì8 added, A Meditation for Every Day in the Week. 

By EDWARD LAKE, D.D. 

Fourth Edition, Svo. 128. 
DISCOURSES ON PROPHECY, 

IN WHICH ARE CON8IDERED 

ITS STRUCTURE, USE, AND INSPIRATION. 
By the Rev. JOHN DAVISON, B.D., Late FeUow of Oriel College, Oxford. 

By the 8ame Author, Svo. 158. 
REMAINS AND OCCASIONAL PUBLICATIONS. 

OXFORD EDITIONS. 8. d. 

ANDREWES* [Bp.] Service for Consecration of Churches - - I 

BULL'S [Bp.]yindicationoftheChurchofEngland - - - 2 6 

HAMMOND'S Paranesis 2 6 

HENSHAWS [Bp.] Meditations 2 

JONES' Lettere to bis Pupils 2 6 

KEN'S [Bp.] ManualofPrayers 10 

LAUD'S [Abp.] Devotions 8 6 

Speeches on the Lìturgy, &c - - - - - 3 6 

NELSON'S Life of Bishop Bull 8 6 

PATRICK'S [Bp.] Advice to a Friend 26 

. on Prayer - - - - - - -86 

— — on Repentance and Fasting - - - - - 2 6 

PRIDEAUX'S [Bp.]Doctrineof Prayer 4 

SARAVIA on the Priesthood 2 6 

SCANDRET on the Saciament 26 

SHERLOCK'S Practical Christian, 2 vola. 5 .0 

— — Church Catechism Paraphrased - - - - 1 

SP ARROWS [Bp.] Rationale on the Common Prayer, a New Edition - 5 

SPELMAN— Churches not to he Violated 2 6 

SPINCKES'S Devotions 36 

SUTTON'S Disce Mori, Leamto Die 36 

Disce Vivere, Leam to Live - - - - - -36 

• Meditations on the Sacrament, a New Edition - - - 8 6 

TAYLOR'S [Bp.] Golden Grove, and Guide for the Penitent - - 2 6 

VINCENTIUS ofLIRlNSagainstHeresy - - - - - 2 6 

WELLS'S RichMan'sDuty; and Dowsiug's Journal - - - 2 6 

WILSON'S [Bp.] Sacra Private S 6 
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BY JOHN HENRY PARKER, OXFORD. 



8vo, 159. 

THE SYNTAX of a GRAMMAB OF >rHE GREEK LANGUAGE, 

Chiefly from the TEXT of RAPHAEL KUHNEB. 

By W. e. Jelf, M.A., Student of Christ Church. 

The first volume ù in the press, 

8vo. Ss. 
-^SCHYLI EUMENIDES. 

Ad Codd. MSS. fidem recognovit et notis maxìmam partem criticis instruxit 

GULIELMUS LINWOOD, M.A., Màis Christi Alumnus. 

Accedunt Viri Summe Reverendi C. J. BLOMFIELDII, S.T.P. Note MS. 

et aliorom selectae. 

Svo. 5«. 

SOPHOCLES. 

With Notes adapted to the use of Schools and Universities, 
By T. MITCHELL, A.M., late Fellow of Sidney Sussex College, Cambridge. 

(EDIPUS TYRANNUS 8w. 7». 

CEDIPUS COLONEUS Svo. Ss. 

ANTIGONE 8f;o. 5*. 

ELECTRA %vo.5s. 

TRACHINIiE 8w.fi*. 

PHILOCTETES %vo. Ss. 

AJAX in the Press. 

Bvo. 5s. 
ARISTOPHANIS AVES. 

Ad codicum fidem recensuit, et commentario brevi crìtico et exeg^tico instruxit 
FREDERICUS HENRICUS BLAYDES, B.A., iEdis Christi Alumnus. 

Editto tertia, subinde emendata, 2 vok. Svo. 1/. It. 

HERODOTUS, 
Edidit THOMAS GAISFORD, S.T.P., Gr. Ling. Prol Reg. 

New Edition, 2 vola. Svo. 1/. 8*. 

LARCHER'S NOTES ON HERODOTUS. 

With Corrections and Additions, by WM. DESBOROUGH COOLEY, Esq. 
Author of ^' Marìtime and Inland Discovery," &c. 

3 vols. Svo. 1/. \U. 6d. 

LIVII HISTORIA 

Ex Recensione Crevierii et Drakenborchii. 

A New Editian, with additional Notes and Maps, 3 vols. Svo. il. lOs. 
THUCYDIDES, 

With Notes, chiefly Historical and Geographical, 
By THOMAS ARNOLD, D.D., late Head Master of Rugby School. 

Complete in 6 Vols. Svo., 509 Platea. Coloured, £9.—Plain, £5. 15s. 

FIGURES AND DESCRIPTIONS of the GENERA OP 

BRITISH FLOWERING PLANTS. 

By W. BAXTER, F.H.S.,&c. 
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Pari I„ price 2s. 6d.^ to be continued Quarteriy, 

^l^e ^rcfiaeologfcal ^ioumal» 

Under the direction of the Committee of the British Archsological Associatioii. 
lUuMtrated hy numerous fVoodcut». 

In the Press, Fourth Edition, much enlarged. 
A GLOSSARY OF TERMS 

U8ED IN GBEGIAN, ROMAN, ITALIAN, AND 

GOTHIC ARCHITECTURE. 

8vo,, Illustrated by numerous Woodcuts, 
A. GUIDE TO THE ARCHITECTURAL ANTIQUITIES IN THE 
MEIGHBOURHOOD OF OXFORD» comprising a circuit of 10 miles. 
Part I. Deamery of Bicester. 4#. 
Part II. Deanery of Woodstock. 7«. 6d, 

Third Edition enlarged. Small 8vo. 7<. 6d. 

REMARKS ON ENGLISH CHURCHES. 

And on the Expediency of rendering Sbpulchral Memorials subservient to 

Pious and Christian uses. 

By J. H. MARKLAND, F.R.S., SA. 

Second Edition, revised and enlarged, smaU Svo. Ss. 

ANGLICAN CHURCH ARCHITECTURE. 

Wìth some Remarka upon Ecclesiastìcal Fnmiture. 

To tvkich is addedf 

A short Acconnt of the Symbols used by the Early ChrìstianB, and of those 

approprìated to the Saints in the Caloidar of the Anglican Church. 

By JAMES BARR, Architect 

Illustrated by Woodcutt. 

Third Edition. Snudi Svo. Ss. 6d. 
ST. ANTHOLIN'S; or, OLD CHURCHES AND NEW. 

A TALE FOR THE TIMES. 

By FRANCIS E. PAGET, M.A, 
Rector of Elford, and Chaplain to the Lord Bishop of Oxford. 

By the same Author. Small Svo. 4$. Sd. cloth, withplates. 
MILFORD MALVOISINj or, PEWS AND PEWHOLDERS. 

Svo. illustrated hy Ten Woodcuts, 1*. 
91 i^apev on ifnonttmentì$. 

By the Rev. JOHN ARMSTRONG, B.A, Priest Vicar of Exeter Cathedral. 

Svo. illustrated by seven Woodcuts, 2s. 6d. 
ilemarlt0 upon WLa^MU CDjbapete, 

1VITH OB8ERVATIONS ON THE ARCHITECTURE AND PRESENT STATE OF THE 
CHANTRY ON WAKEFIELD BRIDGE. 

By JOHN CHESSELL BUCKLER, & CHARLES BUCKLER, Architects. 

Preparingfor Publication, 
?^tnt$( on i&Usisi ]pa(ntins> " 

BY AN AMATEUR. 

ILLUSTRATED BY COLOURED FLATES FROM ANCIENT EXAMPLES. 
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